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Hartford HealthCare to open million-dollar training center , os 
ealthCare 
By Kenneth R. Gosselin “At a time when other organizations are expects to open 
Hartford Courant bringing people away from our urban core an orientation 
through work-at-home and other programs and training 
HARTFORD — Hartford HealthCare will ofthat nature, we’re leaning in,” Jeff Flaks, center later 
expand its increasing presence indown- Hartford HealthCare’s chief executive, this year in 
town Hartford later this year, opening an said Monday. “We’re working very hard to downtown 
orientation and training center that will createa magnet, asense of purpose to bring Hartford’s 
bring up to 250 jobs into the city at least people here.” One Financial 
twice a week, a boost for shops and restau- The decision by the parent of Hartford Plaza, the 
rants recovering from abruising pandemic. HealthCare and six other hospitals in the “Gold Building.” 
The new, million-dollar center will be state to open the training center comes as HARTFORD 


on the ground floor of One Financial Plaza, 
the “Gold Building,” diagonally across the 
street from the 100 Pearl St. office complex, 
where the health system is establishing its 
new headquarters. 


it invests $14 million in renovations to 100 
Pearl. 
The health system is leasing nearly 


Turn to HealthCare, Page 2 
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The Amazon fulfillment center at 801 Day Hill Road holds a reported 1.5 million square feet of workspace. A new center under construction on 
Kennedy Road in Windsor will hold a reported 3.6 million square feet of workspace. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 


Residents call for break 
from new warehouses 


South Windsor to consider 1-year moratorium on depots 


By Don Stacom 
Hartford Courant 


ith warehouse 

distribution 

centers becom- 

ing a bigger part 

of Connecticut’s 
economy, South Windsor next week 
may adopt a one-year moratorium 
against any new ones. 

Longtime resident Kathy Kerri- 
gan says the town needs to ban new 
freight depots and fulfillment centers 
until planners can write zoning rules 
to keep them from damaging the 
community. 

“The town has reached a tipping 
point — the cumulative effect of 
multiple warehouse-type facilities 


WAR IN UKRAINE 

















“I’m not against growth. 
I’m worried about the 
dramatic negative 
changes that residents 
seem to be experiencing 
in a relatively short 
amount of time. Traffic 
congestion and noise 
are beginning to affect 
neighborhoods all 
across town.” 


— Kathy Kerrigan, 
South Windsor resident 


Ukraine claims to retake territory 


Ahead of new talks, Zelenskyy 
opens door to compromise 


By Yuras Karmanau 
Associated Press 


LVIV, Ukraine — Ukrainian forces claimed 
to have retaken a Kyiv suburb and an eastern 
town from the Russians in what is becoming 
a back-and-forth stalemate on the ground, 
while negotiators began assembling for 
another round of talks Tuesday aimed at 
stopping the fighting. 


Ahead of the talks, to be held in Istanbul, 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
said his country is prepared to declare its 
neutrality, as Moscow has demanded, and 
is open to compromise on the fate of the 
Donbas, the contested region in the coun- 
try’s east. 

The mayor of Irpin, a northwestern Kyiv 
suburb that has been the scene of some of 
the heaviest fighting near the capital, said 
Monday that the city has been “liberated” 
from Russian troops. 


Turn to Ukraine, Page 3 


Agreement would keep Sikorsky in state for 20 years 


Connecticut will provide Sikorsky helicopter parent Lockheed Martin with $75M in incentives 
in exchange for the company keeping its headquarters in state. Connecticut, Page 1 








is catching up with us,” Kerri- 
gan told the planning and zoning 
commission last week. 

“I’m not against growth,” she 
said. “I’m worried about the 
dramatic negative changes that 
residents seem to be experienc- 
ing in a relatively short amount of 
time. Traffic congestion and noise 
are beginning to affect neighbor- 
hoods all across town.” 

Kerrigan in January called on 
the planning and zoning commis- 
sion to pass a one-year ban; it 
began a hearing on the idea last 
week and will resume it on April 5. 

Builders have put up a series 
of warehouses and fulfillment 


Turn to Warehouse, Page 3 
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Yale med 
leader says 
she stole 


millions 
Administrator admits to 
computer equipment resell 


By Edmund H. Mahony 
Hartford Courant 


An administrator at Yale’s Universi- 
ty’s school of medicine admitted in court 
Monday that she stole millions of dollars 
from the school by purchasing $40 
million or more in computer equipment 
through school accounts and secretly 
reselling it for her own profit. 

For years, Jamie Petrone, lead adminis- 
trator at the medical school’s emergency 
medicine department, was authorized to 
purchase computer electronics for the 
school without approval as long as the 
purchase amounts were below $10,000. 
At least as early as 2013, she is accused 
of ordering, or instructing her employ- 
ees to place large orders, for equipment 
in amounts below the $10,000 threshold 
and then arranging its sales to businesses. 

She is accused of spending the stolen 
money on personal expenses, including 
expensive cars, real estate and travel. 

In a voluntary interview with the FBI 
in August, Petrone, 42, of formerly of 
Naugatuck, said she had been defraud- 
ing her school through phony computer 
buys for “several years, possibly as many 
as 10 years,” and that “approximately 90% 
of her computer-related purchases were 
fraudulent,” according to a law enforce- 
ment affidavit. 

Petrone worked at the medical school 
or Yale New Haven Hospital in a variety 
of positions since 1999, 

She was questioned by her employ- 
ers at least once, in 2020, about a budget 
variance and a high volume of computer 
purchases and explained by saying that 
her department was updating equip- 
ment in addition to working with Yale 
New Haven Health on a new program. 
Not long afterward, the school received 
an anonymous tip that she was “ordering 
suspiciously high volumes of computer 
equipment, some of which was placed 
into her personal vehicle,” according to 
government court filings. 

The school’s investigation, provided 
to the FBI, showed that since 2018, 
Petrone drafted thousands of purchase 
orders below $10,000, and the value of 
the purchases requested by or for Petrone 
since fiscal year 2018 is “estimated to be 
in the tens of millions of dollars,” federal 
prosecutors said. 


Turn to Stealing, Page 2 


BIG 
WIN 


UConn’s Dorka 
Juhasz is guarded 
by North Carolina 
State’s Jada Boyd 
and Camille Hobby 
in the first half of the 
Bridgeport Regional 
final Monday night. 
UConn won 91-87 

in double overtime 
to advance to the 
NCAA Tournament 
Final Four. STORY, 
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FROM PAGE ONE 


HealthCare 


from Page 1 


110,000 square feet in the two-towered 
complex at the pivotal corner of Pearl and 
Trumbull streets, and it has already hired or 
moved about 400 to the location. 

By this fall, when Hartford HealthCare’s 
top executives moved into the space from 
the One State Street tower on Columbus 
Boulevard , there is expected to be about 
550 in the Pearl Street building, Flaks said. 

Flaks said the 7,000-square-foot lease in 
the Gold Building is expected to be signed 
in the near future. The aim is for the center 
to be ready for use by late fall or early 
winter, Flaks said. 

The prospect of an influx into downtown 
of up to 250 people a week from the new 
center comes as some local business owners 
worry about the loss of state workers as a 
vital part of the lunch-time or after-hours 


Stealing 


from Page 1 


In one transaction described in court 
filings, federal prosecutors said Petrone 
instructed an assistant to order 100 
computer tablets worth about $115,000 
last year after breaking the purchase into 
13 smaller orders, each valued at less than 
$10,000. The tablets were shipped to a 
business with an address on Long Island, 
where delivery was accepted by an indi- 
vidual prosecutors said was convicted in 
New York in 2012 for enterprise corrup- 
tion. 
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crowd. 

An agreement with state employee 
unions is allowing them to telework one 
day or afew days a week. 

Major employers in and around down- 
town — Travelers Cos., Hartford Financial 
Services Group and Aetna Inc. — now are 
bringing employees back to the office but 
some, in a hybrid work arrangement that 
allows work at home at least part of the 
week. 

The Gold Building, on the corner of Main 
and Pear] streets, is co-owned by Shel- 
bourne Global Solutions LLC of Brook- 
lyn, N-Y., downtown’s largest commercial 
landlord and LAZ Investments, a partner of 
Hartford-based parking giant LAZ Parking. 

Shelbourne also owns 100 Pearl, where it 
has joined with Hartford HealthCare in an 
overall, $24 million renovation 

Alan Lazowski, LAZ’s chairman and 
chief executive, said leasing decisions 
such as those made by Hartford Health- 


Bank transfer records show that the 
Long Island business transferred about 
$1.4 million to a since-dissolved business 
in which Petrone was principal, including 
about $71,000 associated with the sale of 
the computer tablets, according to court 
filing by federal prosecutors. 

Petrone pleaded guilty to wire fraud 
and filing a false tax return. She filed false 
federal tax returns for the 2013 through 
2016 tax years, in which she falsely claimed 
as business expenses the costs of the stolen 
equipment, and failed to file any federal 
tax returns for the 2017 through 2020 tax 
years. This caused a loss of $6,416,618 to 
the U.S. Treasury. She faces as much as 20 
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Care will boost downtown’s recovery from 
the pandemic-induced downturn. 

“We’re building momentum and we have 
to continue to lean in and build momen- 
tum,” Lazowski said Monday. “We’re 
certainly not back yet, but with leases like 
this, we are going to get there.” 

Hartford HealthCare’s moves into the 
heart of downtown Hartford also represent 
a partial consolidation of other offices in 
and around the city. The idea, Flaks said, is 
to strengthen Hartford’s “urban core” with 
leasing paired with sponsorship of cultural 
programs and organizations. 

The health system already has estab- 
lished at 100 Pearl its “access center” that 
coordinates scheduling and appointments 
throughout its network. But Hartford 
HealthCare also is phasing in key corpo- 
rate functions including chief investment 
office; its legal team; the office that manages 
partnerships and vendor agreements; and 
its public relations, advertising and market- 


years in prison when sentenced. 

Yale spokesperson Karen Peart said 
Petrone, a former administrative employee 
of the Yale School of Medicine’s Depart- 
ment of Emergency Medicine, accepted 
a plea agreement “in connection with her 
September 2021 arrest for using Yale funds 
to purchase electronics that were then 
resold for personal gain.” 

“Yale initially alerted authorities to 
evidence of suspected criminal behavior 
last year and fully cooperated throughout 
the investigation,” Peart said. “The univer- 
sity thanks local law enforcement, the FBI, 
and the U.S. Attorney’s Office for their 
handling of the case. Since the incident, 
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ing teams. 

Those departments often draw visitors, 
who will become patrons of local restau- 
rants and shops or guests at hotels, the 
health system says 

An emphasis on innovation in delivery of 
health care will be symbolized by the addi- 
tion of a glass “cube” at the corner Pearl and 
Trumbull, modeled after the Apple store on 
Fifth Avenue in New York. 

The high-tech orientation and training 
center will fit well with 100 Pearl, and it 
will be able to host other meetings of the 
medical community, Flaks said. 

“We never had the capacity to truly 
orient all of our incoming colleagues in the 
manner that we need to, to build our culture 
and welcome them into this organization 
with the proper training and support,” 
Flaks said. 


Kenneth R. Gosselin can be reached 
at kgosselin@courant.com. 


Yale has worked to identify and correct 
gaps in its internal financial controls.” 

Petrone also was ordered to turn over 
to the government $560,421.14 seized 
from a business bank account, a 2014 
Mercedes-Benz G550, a 2017 Land Rover, 
a 2015 Cadillac Escalade Premium, a 
2020 Mercedes Benz Model E450A, a 
2016 Cadillac Escalade, and a 2018 Dodge 
Charger. 

Petrone also has agreed to liquidate 
three Connecticut properties that she 
owns or co-owns to help satisfy an order 
that she repay Yale. 

A property she owns in Georgia is also 
subject to seizure. 
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FROM PAGE ONE 
Ukraine 


from Page 1 


Irpin gained wide attention after photos 
circulated of a mother and her two children 
who were killed by shelling as they tried to 
flee, their bodies lying on the ground with 
luggage and a pet carrier nearby. 

And asenior U.S. defense official said the 
U.S. believes the Ukrainians have retaken 
the town of Trostyanets, south of Sumy, in 
the east. 

The official, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity, said Russian forces largely 
remained in defensive positions near the 
capital, Kyiv, and were making little forward 
progress elsewhere in the country. 

The official said Russia appeared to be 
de-emphasizing ground operations near 
Kyiv and concentrating more on the Donbas, 
the predominantly Russian-speaking region 
where Moscow-backed rebels have been 
waging a separatist war for the past eight 
years. 

Late last week, with its forces bogged 
down in parts of the country, Russia seemed 
to scale back its war aims, saying its main 
goal was gaining control of the Donbas. 

While that suggested a possible face-sav- 
ing exit strategy for Russian President Vlad- 
imir Putin, it also raised Ukrainian fears that 
the Kremlin intends to split the country in 
two and force it to surrender a swath of its 
territory. 

Meanwhile, a cyberattack knocked 
Ukraine’s national telecommunications 
provider Ukrtelecom almost completely 
offline. The chief of Ukraine’s state service 
for special communication, Yurii Shchyhol, 
blamed “the enemy” without specifically 
naming Russia and said most custom- 


Warehouse 


from Page 1 


centers over the past decade, and Kerrigan 
said the result is higher truck traffic and 
around-the-clock elevation in road noise. 

A moratorium would give planners time 
to consider whether large warehouses are 
the best use of South Windsor’s remaining 
industrial land, Kerrigan said. They could 
also examine what neighboring towns are 
doing with warehouse proposals, and study 
exactly what financial benefits the town gets 
from those facilities, she said. 

In the past 13 years, the town has approved 
seven major warehouses — Coca Cola, Aldi’s, 
FedEx, Amazon, Mobis, Vistar and Home 
Depot — that created 2.2 million square feet 
of buildings covering more than 280 acres. 
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Ukrainian soldiers ride a tank through the town of Trostsyanets, some 400 km east of Kyiv, 
Ukraine, on Monday. The more than month-old war has killed thousands and driven more than 
10 million Ukrainians from their homes — including almost 4 million from their country. EFREM 


LUKATSKY/AP 


ers were cut off from telephone, internet 
and mobile service so that coverage could 
continue for Ukraine’s military. 

Also Monday, an oil depot in western 
Ukraine’s Rivne region was hit by a missile 
attack, the governor said. It was the second 
attack on oil facilities in the region near the 
Polish border. 

In recent days, Ukrainian troops have 
pushed the Russians back in other sectors. 

In the city of Makariv, near a strategic 
highway west of the capital, Associated 
Press reporters saw the carcass of a Russian 


“All too often these warehouse facilities 
are built by people who don’t live here, who 
have no stake in our quality of life and who 
have no reason to care about the well-being 
of the residents,” Kerrigan said. 

In a letter, resident Derrick Butler called 
on the commission to pass the moratorium. 

“The high volume of truck traffic that 
these sites produce is not safe,” he wrote. 
“Trailer drivers are running in many cases 
through neighborhoods and parking in ‘no 
parking’ zones. This is created by insuff- 
cient staging areas at the facilities.” 

South Windsor is just one of the Connecti- 
cut communities seeing growth in fulfill- 
ment centers and warehouses; most of the 
towns near Bradley International Airport 
got more in the past 20 years. 

Ahold Delhaize USA, parent of Stop & 
Shop, opened million-square-foot ware- 


rocket launcher, a burned Russian truck, the 
body of a Russian soldier and a destroyed 
Ukrainian tank after fighting there a few 
days ago. 

In the nearby village of Yasnohorodka, 
the AP witnessed positions abandoned by 
Ukrainian soldiers who had moved farther 
west, but no sign of Russian troops. 

And on Friday, the U.S. defense official 
said the Russians were no longer in full 
control of Kherson, the first major city to 
fall to Moscow’s forces. The Kremlin denied 
it had lost full control of the southern city. 


houses in Plainville and Manchester last 
year, while Amazon has mega-centers 
in Windsor and North Haven and plans 
another in the Naugatuck Valley this year. 

Developers typically promote giant distri- 
bution centers as creators of jobs and tax 
revenue, and on Monday afternoon Indeed. 
com listed 1,708 warehouse jobs across 
Connecticut. 

Hiring in retail and in Connecticut’s broad 
web of warehouses powered a surge in 
employment in February, the state Depart- 
ment of Labor reported Thursday. 

But Kerrigan noted that new facilities are 
heavily automated. In addition, South Wind- 
sor hasn’t studied precisely how much new 
revenue its seven warehouses have gener- 
ated, she said. 

Multiyear tax abatements make it difficult 
to quantify, she said. 


Russia has long demanded that Ukraine 
drop any hope of joining NATO, which 
Moscow sees as a threat. 

Zelenskyy, for his part, has emphasized 
that Ukraine needs security guarantees of 
its own as part of any deal. 

Over the weekend, Zelenskyy said he is 
ready to agree to neutrality. He also said that 
“Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integ- 
rity are beyond doubt,” while suggesting at 
the same time that compromise might be 
possible over “the complex issue of Donbas.” 

The Ukrainian leader has suggested 
as much before but rarely commented so 
extensively. That could create momentum 
for the talks, for which the Russian dele- 
gates arrived in Istanbul on Monday, Turkish 
media reported, though earlier discussions, 
both by video and in person, have failed to 
make progress. 

In Washington, President Joe Biden made 
no apologies for calling for Putin’s ouster ina 
speech he delivered in Poland, saying he was 
expressing his “moral outrage,” not a new 
US. policy. Over the weekend, Biden said, 
“For God’s sake, this man cannot remain in 
power.” 

On Monday, Biden said: “I’m not walking 
anything back.” 

U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
said he has launched an effort to achieve a 
humanitarian cease-fire that would allow aid 
to be brought in and people to move around 
safely. 

The war, which started Feb. 24, has killed 
thousands and driven more than 10 million 
Ukrainians from their homes, including 
almost 4 million who have fled the country. 

In the besieged southern port of Mariu- 
pol, the mayor said half the pre-war popu- 
lation of more than 400,000 has fled, often 
under fire. 


“T wonder to what degree the taxpayers of 
South Windsor are subsidizing these facili- 
ties?” she said. 

South Windsor is attractive for large- 
scale developers because there is relatively 
flat former farmland and convenient access 
to I-84, I-291 and I-91, she said. The town 
also strives to maintain a reputation of 
being “business friendly,” and is commonly 
rewarding warehouse developers with tax 
breaks that she called generous. 

Virginia Macro of Main Street urged the 
commission to pass the moratorium, saying 
the disturbance from worsening truck traf- 
fic is relentless. 

“The noise and pollution from the army 
of trucks flowing onto and off of Sullivan 
Avenue is constant,” she said. 

The commission voted to continue its 
hearing until April 5. 
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Biden’s plan calls for higher taxes on rich 
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$5.8 trillion proposal 
focuses on defense, 
domestic programs 


By Josh Boak 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Pres- 
ident Joe Biden announced 
a budget blueprint Monday 
that calls for higher taxes on 
the wealthy, lower federal 
deficits, more money for 
police, and greater funding 
for education, public health 
and housing. 

Appearing at the White 
House with his budget 
director Shalanda Young, 
Biden said the proposal 
sends a clear message to 
the public about “what we 
value.” 

He outlined a focus on 
fiscal responsibility, safety 
and security and invest- 
ments to “build a better 
America.” 

The document essen- 
tially tries to tell voters 
what a diverse and at times 
fractured Democratic 
Party stands for ahead 
of the midterm elections 
that could decide whether 
Congress remains under the 
party’s control. 

The bottom line: Biden 
is proposing a total of $5.8 
trillion in federal spending 
in fiscal 2023, which begins 
in October, slightly less than 
what was projected to be 
spent this year before the 
supplemental spending bill 
was signed into law this 
month. The deficit would 
be $1.15 trillion. 

There would be $795 
billion for defense, $915 
billion for domestic 
programs, and the remain- 
ing balance would go to 
mandatory spending such 
as Social Security, Medicare, 
Medicaid and net interest on 
the national debt. 

The higher taxes outlined 
Monday would raise $361 
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Shalanda Young, director of the Office of Management and Budget, speaks before President Biden about his proposed plan for 
fiscal year 2023 at the White House. PATRICK SEMANSKY/AP 


billion in revenue over 10 
years and apply to the top 
0.01% of households. The 
proposal lists another $1.4 
trillion in revenue raised 
over the next decade 
through other tax increases 
that are meant to preserve 
Biden’s pledge to not hike 
taxes on people earning less 
than $400,000. 

The 156-page plan also 
shows the splinters that 
persist in Biden’s coali- 
tion and the possible gaps 
between the promises of 
what is being offered and the 





A stunned Chris Rock glares at actor Will Smith after being 
slapped onstage Sunday night at the 94th Annual Academy 
Awards in Hollywood, California. NEILSON BARNARD/GETTY 





realities of what ultimately 
emerges. Biden has backed 
many of these ideas previ- 
ously without necessarily 
getting a full buy-in from 
Congress. 

The proposal includes a 
minimum 20% tax on the 
incomes of households 
worth $100 million or 
more, similar to an earlier 
proposal Democrats in 
Congress began debating 
late last year in order to 
pay for Biden’s domestic 
spending plans. But those 
spending plans were put on 


hold after talks with West 
Virginia Sen. Joe Manchin 
collapsed. 

More money would go 
to support law enforce- 
ment, yet bipartisan efforts 
at police reform have failed. 
The budget assumes — with 
a degree of uncertainty 
based on forecasts made in 
November — that inflation 
at a 40-year peak gets back 
to normal next year. 

“Budgets are statements 
of values,” Biden said in a 
statement, “and the budget 
I am releasing today sends 


a clear message that we 
value fiscal responsibility, 
safety and security at home 
and around the world, and 
the investments needed 
to continue our equitable 
growth and build a better 
America.” 

It’s a midterm elec- 
tions pitch to a nation still 
off balance from a chaotic 
few years caused by the 
pandemic, an economic 
recession, a recovery, chal- 
lenges to U.S. democracy 
and war in Ukraine. 

The Biden budget fore- 


sees cutting annual defi- 
cits by more than $1 trillion 
over the next decade. Those 
reductions would occur in 
large part through higher 
taxes and the expiration of 
relief spending tied to the 
coronavirus outbreak that 
began in 2020. 

But like most presidential 
budgets, it’s a proposal anda 
set of ideals rather than the 
law of the land. 

Congress is responsible 
for implementing the budget 
through tax and spend- 
ing legislation and annual 
agency funding. 

The proposal faced 
immediate criticism from 
Republican lawmakers. 
They noted that deficits in 
excess of $1 trillion annu- 
ally would persist, said 
higher taxes could hurt 
growth and objected that 
additional government 
spending would feed into 
inflation. 

“What this budget shows 
is that President Biden 
values more spending, 
more debt, more taxes and 
more pain for the Ameri- 
can people,” said Rep. Jason 
Smith of Missouri, the top 
Republican on the House 
Budget Committee. 

On the tax front, it’s 
unclear how Biden would 
get his polices through 
Congress. 

Biden had previously 
negotiated down the 
proposed 28% corporate tax 
rate, and his new minimum 
tax on the ultra wealthy 
would include “unrealized 
gains,” which are potential 
profits that exist on paper 
because the underlying asset 
has yet to be sold. 

The result is that the 
special tax on people worth 
more than $100 million is 
unlikely to become law any 
time soon, said John Gimi- 
gliano, head of federal legis- 
lative & regulatory services 
at KPMG. 


Smith sorry: ‘I was out of line and I was wrong’ 


By Jake Coyle 


Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES — The 
day after slapping Chris 
Rock on the stage of the 
94th Academy Awards, Will 
Smith issued an apology to 
the comedian, the academy 
and viewers at home, saying 
he was “out of line” and that 
his actions are “not indica- 
tive of the man I want to be.” 

The fallout of Sunday’s 
show continued Monday 
as the Academy of Motion 
Pictures Arts and Sciences 


condemned Smith’s onstage 
assault and said it would 
launch an inquiry into it. 

Later in the day, Smith 
gave a stronger apology 
than he did in his best actor 
acceptance speech, which 
notably didn’t include apol- 
ogizing to Rock. 

“Violence in all ofits forms 
is poisonous and destruc- 
tive,” said Smith. “My behav- 
ior at last night’s Academy 
Awards was unacceptable 
and inexcusable. Jokes at my 
expense are a part of the job, 
but a joke about Jada’s medi- 
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cal condition was too much 
for me to bear, and I reacted 
emotionally. 

“T would like to publicly 
apologize to you, Chris. I 
was out of line and I was 
wrong. I am embarrassed 
and my actions were not 
indicative of the man I want 
to be. There is no place for 
violence in a world of love 
and kindness.” 

Smith added apologies to 
the film academy, produc- 
ers of the telecast, attendees, 
viewers and the Williams 
family. 





Smith was honored for 
his role as Richard Williams, 
father of Venus and Serena. 

“T am awork in progress,” 
added Smith. 

Earlier Monday, the film 
academy said: “The Acad- 
emy condemns the actions 
of Mr. Smith at last night’s 
show. We have officially 
started a formal review 
around the incident and will 
explore further action and 
consequences in accordance 
with our bylaws, standards 
of conduct and California 
law.” 
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Judge: Trump actions likely criminal 


Jan. 6 panelists vote 
to hold Navarro and 
Scavino in contempt 


By Luke Broadwater 
and Alan Feuer 
The New York Times 


WASHINGTON — A 
federal judge ruled Monday 
that former President 
Donald Trump and a lawyer 
who advised him on how to 
overturn the 2020 election 
most likely committed felo- 
nies, including obstructing 
the work of Congress and 
conspiring to defraud the 
United States. 

The judge’s comments 
marked a significant break- 
through for the House 
committee investigating the 
Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol, 
which had laid out ina civil 
filing the crimes it believed 
Trump might have commit- 
ted as it weighs making 
a criminal referral to the 
Justice Department. 

“The illegality of the 
plan was obvious,” wrote 
Judge David Carter of the 
Central District of Cali- 
fornia. “Our nation was 
founded on the peaceful 
transition of power, epito- 
mized by George Washing- 
ton laying down his sword 
to make way for democratic 
elections. Ignoring this 
history, President Trump 
vigorously campaigned 
for the vice president to 
single-handedly determine 
the results of the 2020 elec- 
tion.” 

The House committee 
is also pushing ahead with 
contempt charges against 
former Trump advisers 
Peter Navarro and Dan 
Scavino in response to 
their monthslong refusal to 
comply with subpoenas. 

Navarro, Trump’s trade 
adviser, and Scavino, a 
White House communi- 
cations aide under Trump, 
have been uncooperative 
in the congressional probe 
into the deadly 2021 insur- 
rection, according to a 
committee report released 





Former President Donald Trump speaks to supporters Saturday during a rally in Commerce, Georgia. MEGAN VARNER/GETTY 


Sunday night. 

The nine-member 
panel voted unanimously 
Monday night to hold the 
two allies of the Repub- 
lican former president in 
contempt of Congress for 
their monthslong refusal to 
comply with subpoenas. 

The recommendation 
of criminal charges goes 
to the full House, where 
it is likely to be approved 
by the Democratic-ma- 
jority chamber. Approval 
there would then send 
the charges to the Justice 
Department, which has 
the final say on prosecu- 
tion. 

Scavino and his coun- 


sel have received at least a 
half-dozen extensions to 
comply with the subpoena 
first issued last fall, accord- 
ing to the committee. 

The DOJ has been 
conducting a wide-ranging 
investigation of the Capi- 
tol assault but has given 
no public indication that 
it is considering pursu- 
ing a criminal case against 
Trump. The criminal 
referral from the commit- 
tee increases pressure on 
Attorney General Merrick 
Garland to do so. 

Carter’s comments came 
in an order for John East- 
man, a conservative lawyer 
who wrote a memo that 
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members of both parties 
have likened to a blueprint 
for a coup, to turn over 
more than 100 emails to 
the committee as it inves- 
tigates Trump’s efforts to 
hold onto power after his 
election loss. 

Many of the documents 
the committee will now 
receive relate to a legal 
strategy proposed by East- 
man to pressure Vice Pres- 
ident Mike Pence not to 
certify electors from several 
key swing states when 
Congress convened Jan. 6, 
2021. 

“The true animating 
force behind these emails 
was advancing a political 
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strategy: to persuade Vice 
President Pence to take 
unilateral action on Janu- 
ary 6,” Carter wrote in his 
decision. 

Eastman had filed suit 
against the panel, trying to 
persuade a judge to block 
the committee’s subpoena 
for documents in his 
possession. As part of the 
suit, Eastman sought to 
shield from release docu- 
ments he said were covered 
by attorney-client privilege. 

In response, the commit- 
tee argued — under the 
legal theory known as the 
crime-fraud exception — 
that the privilege did not 
cover information conveyed 





from a client to a lawyer if 
it was part of furthering or 
concealing a crime. 

The panel said its inves- 
tigators had accumulated 
evidence demonstrating 
that Trump, Eastman and 
other allies could poten- 
tially be charged with 
criminal violations includ- 
ing obstructing an official 
proceeding of Congress 
and conspiracy to defraud 
the American people. 

On Monday, Carter, who 
was nominated by Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton, agreed, 
writing that he believed 
it was “likely” that the 
men not only conspired to 
defraud the United States 
but “dishonestly conspired 
to obstruct the joint session 
of Congress on Jan. 6, 2021.” 

“President Trump and 
Dr. Eastman justified the 
plan with allegations of 
election fraud,” he wrote, 
“but President Trump likely 
knew the justification was 
baseless, and therefore that 
the entire plan was unlaw- 
ful.” 

Charles Burnham, an 
attorney representing East- 
man, said Monday that his 
client has a responsibility to 
his attorney-client privilege 
and his lawsuit against the 
committee “seeks to fulfill 
this responsibility.” 

“It is not an attempt 
to ‘hide’ documents or 
‘obstruct’ congressional 
investigations, as the Janu- 
ary 6th committee falsely 
claims,” Burnham said. 

Taylor Budowich, a 
Trump spokesperson, also 
responded to the judge’s 
decision, calling it an 
“absurd and baseless ruling 
by a Clinton-appointed 
Judge in California.” 

He called the House 
panel’s investigation a 
“circus of partisanship.” 

The committee says it 
has interviewed over 650 
witnesses as it investigates 
the siege of the Capitol by 
Trump supporters. 


Associated Press contrib- 
uted. 
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and healing manner. 


From all of us at Trinity Health Of New England and SoNE HEALTH 
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Army eases fitness test standards 


Study showed that 
women and older 
soldiers struggled 


By Lolita C. Baldor 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — After 
three years of complaints 
and debate, the Army has 
scrapped its move to have 
a physical fitness test that is 
gender- and age-neutral, and 
will now allow women and 
older soldiers to pass while 
meeting some reduced stan- 
dards. 

The decision comes after 
a study by Rand Corporation 
confirmed that men were 
passing the new six-event 
fitness test at amuch higher 
rate than women and that 
older soldiers were also 
struggling with their scores 
in the expanded, more diff- 
cult test developed in 2019. 

The change, however, will 
affect only the regular fitness 
test that soldiers take annu- 
ally. Qualifying for certain 
Army jobs, particularly more 
demanding combat posi- 
tions or specialties such as 
Ranger school, will continue 
to require that everyone — 
regardless of age or gender 
— must pass the same fitness 
tests and standards. 

The Army revamped the 
fitness test three years ago, 
going from three events — 
pushups, situps and a run 
— toa more difficult and 
complicated combination 
of six events. 

Those six are a dead lift, 
power throw, pushups, 
plank, run and a combina- 
tion sprint/drag/carry. A 
leg tuck was included early 
on but has been eliminated. 

The new test, however, 
has been met with wide- 
spread criticism as women 
and older soldiers, includ- 
ing some in senior positions, 
had difficulty passing it. 

Troops in the National 
Guard and Reserve were 
also struggling and were 
having a hard time find- 
ing and getting equipment 
needed to train on and prac- 
tice for the test. 

Chaitra Hardison, a 
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U.S Army troops training to serve as instructors participate in the new Army combat fitness test at the 108th Air Defense 


Artillery Brigade compound at Fort Bragg, N.C. Changes are being made to the annual fitness test. GERRY BROOME/AP 2019 


behavioral scientist who 
wrote the Rand study, said 
the data showed “some 
groups failing at noticeably 
higher rates — women, older 
soldiers, Guard and Reserve 
personnel and soldiers in 
some occupational special- 
ties.” 

She said the difference in 
passing rates was the largest 
between the genders. 

The latest change will 
allow women and soldiers 
to do a bit less in some of 
the events and still pass. 
For example, women would 
have to pick up 20 pounds 
less weight in the dead lift 
than men to pass, and men 
older than age 46 would 
also have a lower weight 
bar. Women and older men 
would get a minute or two 
longer to complete the run. 

The new program also 
brings the Army back in 
line with the other military 
services, which have vary- 
ing fitness tests, but all use 
tiered event requirements 


based on age and gender. 

Hardison said the Rand 
study, which included analy- 
sis of about 460,000 soldiers’ 
tests, concluded there was 
limited evidence showing 
that the resulting scores 
accurately predicted combat 
job performance or that 
doing well led to reduced 
injuries — two reasons the 
changes were made in the 
first place. 

Overall, Rand said the test 
was better used to assess a 
soldier’s general physical 
fitness, and not to predict 
job performance, and that 
using a tiered scale for pass- 
ing scores made the test 
less punitive. For exam- 
ple, a low fitness score can 
affect a soldier’s ability to be 
promoted. 

“The latest revision,” 
said Sgt. Maj. of the Army 
Michael Grinston, will help 
“maintain the Army’s strong 
commitment to a positive 
culture of physical fitness 
while ensuring fairness.” 
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Israel’s Yair Lapid, center left, and U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken chat with Bahrain’s 
Abdullatif bin Rashid al-Zayani, right, on Monday. JACQUELYN MARTIN/POOL VIA AP 


Mutual worries over Iran a 
central theme at Israel talks 


By Patrick Kingsley 
The New York Times 


SDE BOKER, Israel — At 
a groundbreaking summit 
Monday, the top diplomats 
of Israel, the United States 
and four Arab countries 
discussed how to coor- 
dinate against Iran; the 
importance of Washing- 
ton’s remaining engaged in 
the region; and the need to 
maintain calm over the next 
weeks, when a convergence 
of religious holidays could 
raise tensions between 
Israelis and Palestinians. 

Several of the Arab 
participants also publicly 
pressed Israel on the need 
to create a sovereign Pales- 
tinian state, signaling that 
while they had normalized 
ties with Israel, they had not 
abandoned the Palestinian 
cause. 

But if that created mild 
tension between Israel and 
its guests, they appeared 
united in their shared 
fears of Iran and its prox- 
ies at a news briefing at the 
summit’s conclusion. 

“What we are doing here 
is making history — build- 
ing a new regional archi- 
tecture based on progress, 
technology, religious toler- 
ance, security and intelli- 


gence cooperation,” said 
the Israeli foreign minister, 
Yair Lapid, who organized 
the conference. 

“This new architecture 
and shared capabilities we 
are building,” Lapid said, 
“{ntimidates and deters our 
common enemies — first 
and foremost Iran and its 
proxies.” 

The historic summit was 
the first Arab-Israeli diplo- 
matic meeting on Israeli 
soil, and several of the 
attendees did not hide their 
enthusiasm. 

“This is our first time” in 
Israel, Abdullah bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, the Emirati 
foreign minister, said in his 
closing statement. “If we are 
curious sometimes, and we 
want to know things and 
learn, it’s because although 
Israel has been part of this 
region for a very long time, 
we’ve not known each 
other. So it’s time to catch 
up.” 

In that spirit, the partic- 
ipants confirmed that they 
would try to meet ina differ- 
ent country every year 
— and that they hoped to 
welcome more countries to 
the gatherings in the future. 

The summit brought 
together Lapid with 
the foreign ministers of 


Bahrain, Egypt, Morocco 
and the United Arab Emir- 
ates, along with the U.S. 
secretary of state, Antony 
Blinken. It reflected how 
Israel has cemented its 
partnerships with parts of 
the Arab world. Bahrain, 
Morocco and the United 
Arab Emirates all normal- 
ized diplomatic ties with 
Israel in 2020, and Egypt 
was the first Arab state to 
sign a peace treaty with 
Israel, in 1979. 

A terrorist attack that 
killed two people Sunday 
night in northern Israel, 
just as the ministers were 
gathering in the south, was 
a reminder of how Israel’s 
acceptance by some Arab 
states has done little to 
resolve its primary chal- 
lenge: the conflict with 
Palestinians. 

The summit took place 
in Sde Boker, a small desert 
town in southern Israel that 
was the final home of David 
Ben-Gurion, Israel’s first 
prime minister. 

The meetings provided a 
forum to discuss disagree- 
ments and shared concerns 
about the war in Ukraine 
and gave Blinken a chance 
to encourage Middle East- 
ern allies to align with 
efforts to isolate Russia. 


The overhaul of the 
Army’s fitness test in 2019 
was triggered by complaints 
that soldiers were not fit 
enough. Nearly half of the 
commanders surveyed a 
year earlier said new recruits 
could not meet the physical 
demands of combat. Offi- 
cials also said that 12% of 
soldiers at any one time were 
unable to deploy because of 
injuries. 

After months of study, the 
Army shelved its long-stand- 
ing test — 2 minutes of 
situps, 2 minutes of pushups, 
a 2-mile run — that scored 
soldiers differently based on 
their age and gender. 

Officials rolled out the 
harder version that graded 
everyone equally, but allow 
some flexibility in scores for 
those with less rigorous jobs. 
That program has been done 
on largely trial basis as they 
worked to finalize it. 

The new test included 
a dead lift, with weights 
between 140 pounds and 


340 pounds; a standing 
power throw that requires 
soldiers to toss a 10-pound 
medicine ball backward 
and overhead; 2 minutes 
of hand-release pushups; 
a “sprint-drag-carry” that 
involves 50-yard sprints, a 
sled drag, and a sideways 
shuttle carrying kettlebells; 
the leg tuck or plank, and a 
2-mile run. Soldiers with a 
doctor’s note can swim, bike 
or row instead of the run, or 
they can now do a2.5 mile 
walk. 

Women particularly 
struggled with the leg tuck 
— where they hang from a 
bar and pull their knees up. 
The plank was soon added 
as an alternative test of core 
strength; now the tuck is 
gone. 

Congress ordered the 
Army to get an indepen- 
dent assessment of the test, 
and Army leaders turned to 
Rand. 

In its study, Rand said that 
because the test is used for 


promotions and can affect 
a soldier’s career, the Army 
needs to make sure the mini- 
mum standards are valid and 
necessary for everyone. 

“With the pass rates we 
observed, many soldiers 
would be failing if the test 
were instituted today, 
including soldiers who were 
viewed as being in otherwise 
good standing in the Army,’ 
the study said. 

It also said the Army 
should consider that a 
number of those are women 
and soldiers older than 45 
who are in leadership roles. 

Not surprisingly, special 
forces soldiers — whose lives 
can depend on their physi- 
cal abilities — had the high- 
est passing rate at 98% to 
100%. But at the lower end 
of the scale were women — 
and men — in far less phys- 
ical jobs such as food and 
laundry specialists, various 
nutrition, health care and 
human resources person- 
nel, and chaplains. 

The study concluded that 
the fitness test could drive 
soldiers out of the Army, 
both because they failed 
and were discharged or 
they voluntarily left because 
low scores led to fewer job 
opportunities. 

Under the new plan, there 
will be a trial preparation 
period. 

Active-duty soldiers will 
begin taking the test in April, 
but will not be penalized if 
they fail. The test will offi- 
cially take effect in October, 
when the results will begin 
to count. Soldiers will take 
the test twice a year. 

Guard and Reserve 
soldiers will have until next 
April to take the test without 
consequences, and then the 
results will start to count. 
They take the test once a 
year. 

Soldiers must get at least 
60 points on each test event 
to pass. The maximum is 
100 points. Once the scor- 
ing begins taking effect, 
those who fail will be able to 
retake the test after several 
months. If they fail twice, 
they will be discharged from 
the Army. 


Florida Gov. DeSantis signs 
‘Don’t Say Gay’ bill into law 


By Anthony Izaguirre 


Associated Press 


TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSan- 
tis signed a bill Monday 
that forbids instruction 
on sexual orientation and 
gender identity in kinder- 
garten through third grade, 
a policy that has drawn 
intense national scrutiny 
from critics who argue 
it marginalizes LGBTQ 
people. 

The legislation has 
pushed Florida and DeSan- 
tis, a potential 2024 presi- 
dential candidate, to the 
forefront of the country’s 
culture wars, with LGBTQ 
advocates, students, Demo- 
crats, the entertainment 
industry and the White 
House denouncing what 
critics have called the 
“Don’t Say Gay” bill. 

DeSantis and other 
Republicans have repeat- 
edly said the measure is 
reasonable and that parents, 
not teachers, should be 
broaching subjects of sexual 
orientation and gender 
identity with their children. 

“We will make sure that 
parents can send their kids 
to school to get an educa- 
tion, not an indoctrination,” 
DeSantis said to applause 
before he signed the bill 
into law. 

The bill states: “Class- 
room instruction by 
school personnel or third 
parties on sexual orien- 
tation or gender identity 
may not occur in kinder- 
garten through grade 3 or 
in a manner that is not age 
appropriate or develop- 
mentally appropriate for 
students in accordance with 
state standards.” 

Parents would be able to 
sue districts over violations. 

DeSantis signed the bill 
after a news conference 
held at the Classical Prepa- 
ratory School in Spring Hill, 
46 miles north of Tampa. 

Public backlash began 
almost immediately after 
the bill was introduced, 
with early criticism lobbed 
by Chasten Buttigieg, the 





Gov. Ron DeSantis displays the signed legislation during a 
news conference Monday at Classical Preparatory School in 
Shady Hills, Fla. DOUGLAS R. CLIFFORD/TAMPA BAY TIMES 


husband of U.S. Transpor- 
tation Secretary Pete Butt- 
igieg, and condemnation 
from LGBTQ advocacy 
groups. President Joe Biden 
called it “hateful.” 

As the bill moved through 
the legislature, celebri- 
ties mobilized against it on 
social media, and criticized 
it at this year’s Academy 
Awards. Florida students 
staged walkouts and packed 
into committee rooms and 
statehouse halls to protest 
the measure, often with 
booming chants of “We say 
gay!” 

The Walt Disney Co., a 
powerful player in Florida 
politics, suspended its polit- 
ical donations in the state, 
and LGBTQ advocates who 
work for the company crit- 
icized CEO Bob Chapek 
for what they said was his 
slow response speaking 
out against the bill. Some 
walked off the job in protest. 

After DeSantis signed 
the measure, the company 
released a statement saying, 
“Our goal as a company is 
for this law to be repealed 
by the legislature or struck 
down in the courts, and 
we remain committed to 
supporting the national and 
state organizations working 
to achieve that.” 

Throughout debate in 
the GOP-controlled State- 
house, Democrats have said 
the bill’s language, particu- 


larly the phrases “classroom 
instruction” and “age appro- 
priate,’ could be interpreted 
so broadly that discussion 
in any grade could trigger 
lawsuits and create a class- 
room atmosphere where 
teachers would avoid the 
subjects entirely. 

Andrew Spar, presi- 
dent of the Florida Educa- 
tion Association, said the 
bill amounts to a political 
wedge issue for Repub- 
licans because elemen- 
tary schools, especially in 
kindergarten through third 
grade, do not teach about 
these subjects and have 
state curriculum standards 
guiding classroom lessons. 

“This bill is based on a 
falsehood, and that false- 
hood is that somehow we’re 
teaching kids inappropriate 
topics at an early age, and 
clearly we’re not,” Spar said. 

The bill’s sponsor, 
Republican Rep. Joe Hard- 
ing, has said it would not 
bar spontaneous discus- 
sions about sexual orienta- 
tion or gender identity in 
schools but would prevent 
districts from integrating 
the subjects into official 
curriculum. During the 
bill’s early stages, Harding 
sought to require schools to 
inform parents if a student 
came out as LGBTQ toa 
teacher. He withdrew the 
amendment after it picked 
up attention online. 
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NEWS BRIEFING 


Shanghai begins 
China’s biggest virus 
lockdown in 2 years 


From news services 


China began its most 
extensive coronavirus lock- 
down in two years Monday 
to conduct mass testing and 
control a growing outbreak 
in Shanghai as questions are 
raised about the economic 
toll of the nation’s “zero- 
COVID” strategy. 

Shanghai, China’s finan- 
cial capital and largest city 
with 26 million people, 
had managed its smaller 
previous outbreaks with 
limited lockdowns of hous- 
ing compounds and work- 
places where the virus was 
spreading. 

But the citywide lock- 
down that will be conducted 
in two phases will be China’s 
most extensive since the 
central city of Wuhan, where 
the virus was first detected 
in late 2019, confined its 
11 million people to their 
homes for 76 days in early 
2020. Millions more have 
been kept in lockdown since 
then. 

Shanghai’s Pudong finan- 
cial district and nearby areas 
will be locked down from 
Monday to Friday as mass 
testing gets underway, the 
local government said. In 
the second phase of the lock- 
down, the vast downtown 
area west of the Huangpu 
River that divides the city 
will start its own five-day 
lockdown Friday. 

Residents will be required 
to stay home and deliveries 
will be left at checkpoints to 
ensure there is no contact 
with the outside world. 
Offices and all businesses 
not considered essential will 
be closed and public trans- 
port suspended. 

Already, many communi- 
ties within Shanghai have 
been locked down for the 
past week, with their hous- 
ing compounds blocked 
off with blue and yellow 
plastic barriers and resi- 
dents required to submit to 
multiple tests for COVID- 


19. Shanghai’s Disney- 
land theme park is among 
the businesses that closed 
earlier. Automaker Tesla is 
also suspending production 
at its Shanghai plant, accord- 
ing to media reports. 
Panic-buying was 
reported Sunday, with 
supermarket shelves cleared 
of food, beverages and 
household items. 


Meeting with pope: Indig- 
enous leaders from Canada 
and survivors of the coun- 
try’s notorious residential 
schools met with Pope Fran- 
cis on Monday and told him 
of the abuses they suffered 
at the hands of Catholic 
priests and school work- 
ers, in hopes of securing a 
papal apology from him and 
a commitment by the church 
to repair the harm done. 

“While the time for 
acknowledgment, apology 
and atonement is long over- 
due, it is never too late to 
do the right thing,’ Cassidy 
Caron, president of the 
Metis National Council, 
told reporters in St. Peter’s 
Square after the audience. 

This week’s meetings, 
postponed from December 
because of the pandemic, are 
part of the Canadian church 
and government’s efforts 
to respond to Indigenous 
demands for justice, recon- 
ciliation and reparations 
— long-standing demands 
that gained traction last 
year after the discovery 
of hundreds of unmarked 
graves outside some of the 
schools. 

Francis has set aside 
several hours this week to 
meet privately with the dele- 
gations from the Metis and 
Inuit on Monday, and First 
Nations on Thursday, with 
a mental health counselor 
in the room for each session. 


Justice Thomas working: 
Justice Clarence Thomas 
participated in arguments 
at the Supreme Court via 
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Activists of the Left Front, Indian National Congress and various trade unions try to block aroad in support of a nationwide 
two-day strike in Kolkata, India. Millions of workers struck across India on Monday to express their anger at the government’s 
economic policies and to back demands for improved rights for industrial workers, employees and farmers. BIKAS DAS/AP 


telephone rather than in 
person on Monday follow- 
ing a hospital stay of nearly 
a week. Chief Justice John 
Roberts said at the begin- 
ning of arguments that the 
73-year-old Thomas would 
be “participating remotely 
this morning,” but did not 
say why. 

Thomas’ voice was clear 
when he asked several ques- 
tions during arguments 
over a federal law meant to 
protect railroad workers, at 
one point making an anal- 
ogy to when he drives his 
40-foot-long motor coach. 

“Some of this seems alittle 
bit counterintuitive, and 
I admit to being a little bit 
wrapped around the axle,” 
Thomas said, eliciting smiles 
from some colleagues. 
Thomas also posed ques- 
tions in the day’s second case 
about arbitration. 


Michigan plot: Two men 
described as leaders ofa plot 
to kidnap Michigan Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer were 
thrilled as they watched 
videos of powerful explo- 
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sives, a few hours before 
driving north to scout her 
vacation home, an FBI agent 
testified Monday. 

In summer 2020, Tim 
Bates was working under- 
cover as “Red” when he 
fooled the group into believ- 
ing he knew someone in the 
mining industry who could 
get high-grade explosives. 

Abombisakey part ofthe 
government’s case against 
Adam Fox, Barry Croft Jr., 
Daniel Harris and Brandon 
Caserta, who are charged 
with conspiring to kidnap 
Whitmer because of her 
tough COVID-19 policies 
and their broad disgust with 
government. 

Prosecutors say Fox 
wanted to blow up a bridge 
near Whitmer’s second 
home in northern Mich- 
igan to thwart any police 
response to a kidnapping. 

Bates, who was secretly 
recording conversations, 
said he showed up for a 
training weekend in Luther, 
Michigan, and shared videos 
of explosives blowing up an 
SUV. 


Mexico probe questioned: 
A group of international 
experts said Monday the 
Mexican government falsi- 
fied investigations into 
the disappearance of 43 
students in 2014. 

Former Colombian pros- 
ecutor Angela Buitrago said 
the experts found evidence 
that authorities withheld or 
falsified evidence from the 
start of the search. 

Buitrago said investi- 
gators, prosecutors and 
military personnel altered 
crime scenes and records. 
A government drone video 
obtained by the experts 
showed marines and police 
climbing in the area where 
the students were allegedly 
killed with little control. 

The students from a radi- 
cal teachers’ college were 
abducted by local police in 
southern Guerrero state 
who presumably killed them 
and burned their bodies. 

But investigators sought 
to quickly resolve the crime 
through illegal searches, 
detentions and torture of 
suspects. 











NKorea threat: North 
Korea said Monday leader 
Kim Jong Un has vowed 
to develop more powerful 
means of attack, days after 
the country’s first inter- 
continental ballistic missile 
launch in more than four 
years. 

The statement suggests 
North Korea might perform 
more launches or test a 
nuclear device as it pushes 
to increase pressure on the 
Biden administration while 
nuclear diplomacy remains 
stalled. Last Thursday, the 
North performed its 12th 
round of weapons tests this 
year, launching the newly 
developed, long-range 
Hwasong-17, which analysts 
say was designed to reach 
deep into the mainland of 
the US. 

During a photo session 
with scientists and others 
involved in the Hwasong-17 
test, Kim expressed a resolve 
to build up the country’s 
attack capability to cope 
with threats, according to 
the official Korean Central 
News Agency. 
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FDA raises doubts about 
experimental ALS drug 


Pressure mounts as panel of advisers to vote on whether pills warrant approval 


By Matthew Perrone 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Federal health regu- 
lators issued a negative review Monday ofa 
closely watched experimental drug for the 
debilitating illness known as Lou Gehrig’s 
disease, after months of lobbying by patient 
advocates urging approval. 

The drug from Amylyx Pharmaceu- 
ticals has become a rallying cause for 
patients with the deadly neurodegenerative 
disease ALS, their families and members of 
Congress who’ve joined in pushing the FDA 
to approve the drug. 

But regulators said in a review that the 
company’s small study was “not persua- 
sive,” due to missing data, errors in enroll- 
ing patients and other problems. 

On Wednesday, a panel of FDA advisers 
will take anon-binding vote on whether the 
drug warrants approval. 

The meeting is being watched as an indi- 
cator of the FDA’s approach to experimen- 
tal drugs with imperfect data and its ability 
to withstand outside pressure. 
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The FDA’s negative stance on the drug 
sets up a tense scenario at Wednesday’s 
public session, where several dozen ALS 
patients and advocates are scheduled to 
speak. The agency will consider the input 
from its advisory panel before making 
a final decision on the drug, expected by 
June. 

ALS, or amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, 
destroys nerve cells needed to walk, talk, 
swallow and — eventually — breathe. There 
isno cure and most people die within three 
to five years. 

Amylyx’s drug is a combination of two 
older drugs: a prescription medication for 
liver disorders and a dietary supplement 
associated with traditional Chinese medi- 
cine. 

Amylyx has patented the combination 
and says the chemicals help protect cells 
from early death. 

But FDA reviewers found the drug 
had “only a modest” effect on slowing 
the disease’s progression in a 137-patient, 
mid-stage study, which FDA said was 
plagued with implementation and analysis 
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problems. Typically, FDA approval requires 
two large studies or one study with a “very 
persuasive” effect on survival. 

According to the FDA document, regu- 
lators had “strongly suggested” Amylyx 
complete a large, late-stage trial to establish 
the drug’s effectiveness before applying. 

That study is due to be finished in 2024. 

After further discussions, Amylyx 
decided to submit its pill for approval 
based on survival data gathered after its 
initial study. The company said that showed 
patients who took the drug lived about six 
months longer than those taking a dummy 
pill. 

But FDA says that data is unreliable 
because of problems tracking the study 
participants for several years. 

Wednesday’s meeting will mark the first 
time FDA has convened this advisory panel 
since disregarding its advice last June and 
approving Biogen’s Alzheimer’s drug — 
Aduhelm. 

Currently, there are only two FDA-ap- 
proved drugs for ALS, the more effective 
of which extends life by several months. 
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Ashop clerk carries mannequins at a soccer jersey stand March 12 in Belek, Turkey. After losing two years of sales to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
shopkeepers had hoped for a financial rebound, but the war in Ukraine may have put an early end to tourist season. RIZA OZEL/AP 


Ongoing war hurting tourism 


Travel sectors from Turkey 
to Thailand bracing for loss 
of Russian, Ukrainian visitors 


By Suzan Fraser 
and Ayse Wieting 


Associated Press 


BELEK, Turkey — After losing two years 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, shopkeepers in 
the heart of the Turkish Riviera had hoped 
for a strong tourism season this year to help 
keep their businesses afloat. But Russia’s 
war in Ukraine is fast dampening their spir- 
its. 

“We’re trying to earn our bread through 
tourism, but it looks like the war has 
finished off this (tourism) season too,” 
Devrim Akcay said outside his clothing 
shop in the resort town of Belek, along the 
Mediterranean coast’s Antalya province. 

Nowhere is the threat of just one ripple 
effect of the war — lost tourism — felt more 
strongly than in Antalya, a region dotted 
with shimmering beaches and archaeolog- 
ical sites where visitors from Russia and 
Ukraine, along with Germany, make up the 
top contributors to tourism revenue. 

Countries from Turkey to Thailand, 


Egypt and Cuba are bracing for the loss of 
Russian and Ukrainian visitors just as their 
travel sectors were looking to rebound from 
the pandemic. 

With many tourist-dependent econ- 
omies also struggling with surging infla- 
tion and other woes, hotel workers, guides 
and others who serve visitors from the two 
warring nations expect more pain. 

The turquoise waters and white sand 
beaches of the Cuban resort of Varadero, 
which until recently received a significant 
number of tourists — mainly Russians — are 
now almost empty. 

Russians accounted for almost a third 
of Cuba’s visitors last year — more than 
146,000 — and some saw them as the way 
to get some oxygen to an industry ailing 
from the pandemic and tighter sanctions 
imposed by former President Donald 
Trump. 

“Now, we also have to get by without the 
Russian tourism,” said Jose Luis Perello 
Cabrera, a Cuban economist and tourism 
expert. 

The Association of Tour Operators of 
Russia estimated that between 6,000 and 
8,000 Russian tourists were on the island 
when the war in Ukraine broke out. Several 
flights left from Varadero in early March to 


take them home. 

“Losing that market is a strong blow to 
Cuba,” said Natasha Strelkova, Russian-Cu- 
ban tour operator and guide on the island. 

Across the Atlantic, Russians and Ukrai- 
nians can represent up to 35% of Egypt’s 
tourists annually, said Hisham el-Demiry, 
former head of the government-run Tour- 
ism Development Authority. 

He worries the economic crisis brought 
on by the war could mean fewer guests 
overall. 

“It’s a huge impact, a domino effect. ... 
The war has changed people’s priorities, 
and tourism, which is a very sensitive 
industry, will be the first victim,’ he said. 

Rania Ali, areception manager at a four- 
star hotel in Hurghada, said they “were over 
75% occupied early before the war, now we 
are just 35%.” 

Russians were just among the top 10 
groups of visitors to Thailand until late last 
year, when the country began to reopen to 
international tourists. 

Russia restarted charter flights rela- 
tively early and in winter, when Thailand’s 
balmy temperatures make it a highly desir- 
able destination, helping its people become 
the top visitors among the modest numbers 
that Thailand started welcoming back. 


Carlsberg, Heineken pulling out of Russia 


By Jan M. Olsen 


Associated Press 


COPENHAGEN, Denmark — Danish 
brewery group Carlsberg said Monday 
that itis pulling out of Russia, hours after its 
competitor, Dutch brewing giant Heineken, 
did the same, citing Moscow’s ongoing war 
against Ukraine. 

In a statement, the Copenhagen-based 
group said it had taken “the difficult and 
immediate decision to seek a full disposal 
of our business in Russia, which we believe 
is the right thing to do in the current envi- 
ronment.” 

Carlsberg fully owns Baltika Brewer- 
ies, one of the largest brewing concerns in 
Russia and the biggest exporter of Russian 


beer. The Danish brewer generates around 
10% of its sales in Russia, where it has about 
8,400 staff who the company said will be 
laid off. 

In 2021, Carlsberg reported revenue in 
Russia of $959 million and operating profit 
in Russia of $101 million, respectively. The 
group said it will provide further details 
on the accounting impact of the planned 
disposal and the reintroduction of earnings 
guidance later. 

Any profits generated during the human- 
itarian crisis will be donated to relief orga- 
nizations, Carlsberg said. 

In the Netherlands, Heineken said that 
its business in Russia “is no longer sustain- 
able nor viable in the current environ- 
ment. As a result, we have decided to leave 


Russia.” 

It said it is seeking an “orderly transfer of 
our business to anew owner in full compli- 
ance with international and local laws.” 

Heineken will continue to pay its 1,800 
staff in Russia through the end of the year. 
The company says it will not profit from the 
sale of its Russian operations and expects to 
take a $438 million charge as a result. 

Earlier this month, Carlsberg said it was 
immediately stopping new investments and 
exports to Russia. 

Russia and Ukraine are the two main 
markets for Carlsberg in central and east- 
ern Europe. 

Baltika Breweries was established in the 
Russian city of St. Petersburg in 1990 and is 
the leading exporter of Russian beer. 


G-7 rejects 
demand to 
pay for gas 
in rubles 


By Frank Jordans 


Associated Press 


BERLIN — The Group of Seven major 
economies agreed Monday to reject 
Moscow’s demand to pay for Russian natu- 
ral gas exports in rubles. 

German Energy Minister Robert Habeck 
told reporters that “all G-7 ministers agreed 
completely that this (would be) a one-sided 
and clear breach of the existing contracts” 
for natural gas, which is used to heat homes, 
generate electricity and power industry. 

The energy ministers of France, Germany, 
Italy, Japan, the United States, the United 
Kingdom and Canada, as well as the Euro- 
pean Union energy commissioner, met 
by videoconference and reaffirmed that 
contracts “must be respected,” with most 
stipulating payments be in euros or dollars, 
a G-7 statement said. 

“Payment in ruble is not acceptable, and 
we will urge the companies affected not to 
follow (Russian President Vladimir) Putin’s 
demand,” Habeck said. 

Putin announced last week that Russia 
will demand “unfriendly” countries pay 
for natural gas only in Russian currency, 
instructing the central bank to work out a 
procedure for buyers to acquire rubles in 
Russia. 

The demand sent already high gas prices 
even higher amid fears it could be a prelude 
to anatural gas shutoff. 

Economists said the move appeared 
designed to try to support the ruble, which 
has collapsed against other currencies since 
Putin invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24 and West- 
ern countries responded with far-reaching 
sanctions against Moscow. 

Asked if Russia could cut natural gas 
supplies if customers reject the demand to 
pay in rubles, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said in a conference call that “we 
clearly aren’t going to supply gas for free.” 


BUSINESS BRIEFING 
Walmart to cut 
cigarette sales 


NEW YORK — Walmart will no longer 
sell cigarettes in some of its stores though 
tobacco sales can be a significant revenue 
generator. 

The Wall Street Journal was the first to 
report the development Monday. It noted 
some stores in Arkansas, California, Flor- 
ida and New Mexico were on the list, citing 
anonymous sources and store visits. 

Walmart is not the first national retail 
chain to cut off cigarette sales even on atrial 
basis, but it is the largest. 

Target ended cigarette sales in 1996 and 
the drugstore chain CVS Health did the 
same in 2014. 

Walmart said decisions about removing 
cigarettes will be made on a store-by-store 
basis according to the particular market. 


Russian market 
resumes trading 


LONDON — Russian shares slumped as its 
stock market resumed trading of all compa- 
nies Monday after a monthlong halt follow- 
ing the invasion of Ukraine. 

The benchmark MOEX index slid 2.2% 
after the Moscow Exchange reopened for all 
of its several hundred listed companies, but 
with restrictions still in place to limit vola- 
tility, including the daily session shortened 
to four hours. 

The last full trading session in Moscow 
was Feb. 25, a day after the index tumbled 
by a third after President Vladimir Putin 
ordered the invasion of Ukraine. 

Prices whipsawed last week when the 
exchange tentatively reopened for two days 
of limited trading, with investors allowed to 
trade only 33 of the index’s 50 companies. 


States with the highest 
unemployment 


Percentage of civilian labor force that 
was unemployed, February 2022 average, 
seasonally adjusted 


U.S.: 3.8% 


D.C. 
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A statue of a Mohawk warrior is displayed in front of the Good Leaf Dispensary on the 
reservation Mohawks call Akwesasne on March 14 in St. Regis, N.Y. SETH WENIG/AP 


As NY preps for pot, sales on 
Native American land grow 


By Michael Hill 


Associated Press 


ST. REGIS MOHAWK 
RESERVATION, N-Y. — As 
New York inches toward 
launching a retail marijuana 
market, sales of buds and 
edibles are already flourish- 
ing on some Native Amer- 
ican land around the state. 

Shops dot the main road 
through the U.S. side of 
Mohawk territory strad- 
dling the Canadian border. 
In the Finger Lakes, the 
Cayuga Nation is selling 
marijuana at two stores. 
Native Americans have 
opened more stores in west- 
ern New York on Seneca 
territory. 

Many of these shops 
are small and far from big 
cities, and there’s an inter- 
nal dispute over the legality 
of about a dozen operations 
on the St. Regis Mohawk 
Reservation. But the sales 
show how Native Ameri- 
cans have been able to tap 
early into what is expected 
to be a multibillion-dollar 
statewide market. Native 
Americans call it an expres- 
sion of their sovereignty 
and a way to bring much- 
needed economic activity 
to their territory. 


“T think this is a relief 
valve for our visitors, our 
friends, our families,” 
said William Roger Jock, 
a partner in Good Leaf 
Dispensary on the land the 
Mohawks call Akwesasne. 
“We have been stepped 
on for so long and to have 
something like this happen, 
it’s almost liberating.” 

Jock stood by Good Leaf’s 
counter on a recent after- 
noon as customers eyed 
glass jars of Master Kush 
and Bubblehead. He called 
products “100% Native.” 

New York legalized adult 
recreational marijuana a 
year ago, although state- 
wide retail sales appear 
months off. State offi- 
cials say initial sales could 
begin by the end of the year 
under a program providing 
the first licenses to people 
affected by marijuana-re- 
lated convictions. Regula- 
tions for the entire adult-use 
market are expected this 
summer. 

In contrast, the Saint 
Regis Mohawk Tribal 
Council, which governs on 
the American side of Akwe- 
sasne, adopted an adult- 
use marijuana ordinance 
last June that allows busi- 
ness licenses to go to tribal 


members. The council said 
in a statement that “there is 
a short window of time for 
tribally licensed cannabis 
businesses to open ahead 
of other areas in New York 
state.” 

But shops began opening 
last year without licenses 
from the tribal government. 
Jock and others say their 
operations are approved by 
the longhouse, a traditional 
community, political and 
spiritual institution. 

The tribal government 
last year tried unsuc- 
cessfully in court to close 
seven dispensaries they 
say opened illegally. This 
month, they issued cease- 
and-desist orders against 
six more operations, though 
at least some of the stores 
appeared to be still open 

Dispensaries on the 
Canadian side of the 
Mohawk territory are 
separately regulated. It’s 
not clear how many Native 
American cannabis oper- 
ations have opened state- 
wide or how they source 
their product. The major- 
ity of operators declined to 
answer questions from The 
Associated Press. 

But it’s clear that more 
operations are on the way. 
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Domestic Indexes China 1569 6.3722 | 6-mo.T-Bill 1.08 0.94 
Euro 1.0990 .9099 | 5-yr T-Note 2.54 2.33 
CLOSE CHG. YTD | Japan .008092 123.57 | 10-yr T-Note 2.47 2.30 
DOW Indus. 34,955.89 +94.65 -3.80% | Mexico .049770 20.0922 ! 30-yr T-Bond 2.57 2.53 
DOW Trans. 16,482.79 +96.67 +.03% 
DOW Util. 1,022.03 +5.39 +4.21% Global Markets 
NYSE Comp. 16,798.71 +5.91 -2.13% ‘ i 
Nasdaq Comp. 14,354.90  +185.60 -8.25% CLOSE CHG. %CHG. %YTD 
S&P 500 4,575.52 +32.46 -4.00% | Frankfurt 14,417.37 +111.61 +.78% -9.24% 
S&P 400 2,117.04 +4.61 -4.40% | London 7,473.14 -10.21 -.14% +1.20% 
Wilshire 5000 46,022.34  +329.51 -5.03% | Hong Kong 21,684.97 +280.09 +1.31% -7.32% 
Russell 2000 2,078.06 +.08 -7.45% | Nikkei 27,943.89 -205.95 -.73%  -2.94% 
Stocks of Local Interest 
YTD YTD 
STOCK (TICKER) CLOSE CHG. %CHG | STOCK (TICKER) CLOSE CHG. %CHG 
AMC Entertainment A (AMC) 29.33 +9.09 +7.8 | Meta Platforms Inc (FB) 223.59 +1.77 = -33.5 
AT&T Inc (T) 23.87 +.03 -3.0 | MetLife Inc (MET) 71.28 -01 +14.1 
Adv Micro Dev (AMD) 120.24 +.57 -16.4 | Micron Tech (MU) 79.86 +1.76 -14.3 
American Airlines Gp (AAL) 17.30 ~~ +.29 -3.7 | Microsoft Corp (MSFT) 310.70 +7.02 -7.6 
Amphenol Corp (APH) 75.81 +.14 ~— -13.3 | Mullen Automotive (MULN) 2.45 +.10  -53.2 
Apple Inc (AAPL) 175.60 = +.88 — -1-1 | Newegg Commerce Inc (NEGG)7.40  +2.24 -28.6 
Bank of America (BAC) 43.55 -.18 -2.1 aa ; : : ° 
; : Nvidia Corporation (NVDA) 282.19 +5.27 “4.1 
Barnes Group (B) 40.86 84 12.3 Occid Petl (OXY) 56.64 307 4954 
BitNile Holdings Inc (NILE) 95 +.12 ~~ -20.6 . ae . 
Booking Holdings (BKNG) 2276.82 +28.89  -5.1 | Otis Worldwide Corp (OTIS) 78.01 +.77 —-10.4 
Brist Myr Sqb (BMY) 73.11 aig i773 Palantir Technol (PLTR) 13.42 +.45 -26.3 
CVS Health Corp (CVS) 108.04  -.52  +4.7 | Peoples Utd Fncl (PBCT) 21.18 -.45 +18.9 
Carnival Corp (CCL) 19.40 +1.01 -3.6 | Pfizer Inc (PFE) 53.28 +.50 -9.8 
Carrier Global Corp (CARR) 46.89 +.50  -13.6 | Pitney Bowes (PBI) 5.15 -01 -22.3 
Charter Communic (CHTR) 565.25 +6.99 — -13.3 | Plantronics Inc (POLY) 39.99 +13.79 +36.3 
Cigna eat a 243.66 +.08 — +6.1 | Prudential Fncl (PRU) 120.06 -.80 +10.9 
Citigroup (C 55.92 _—-.82 -7.4 | Pub Svc Ent Gp (PEG) 68.52 +.21 +2.7 
Comcast Corp A(CMCSA) = 47.53, +.40 = -5.6 | Raytheon Technolog (RTX) 101.59 ~-.84 +18.0 
rah Medical Tch (CELZ) 4.54 +1.06 +105.4 Rogers Corp (ROG) 272.35 +4] yy 
DatChat Inc (DATS) 2.68 +1.02  -11.6 | ccactechnlogies (SSNC) 77.39 +36 -5.6 
DiDi Global Inc (DIDI) 3.02 -25 -39.4 : : 
: SoFi Technologies (SOFI) 9.25 +.24  -41.5 
Disney (DIS) 138.72 -42  -10.4 
Sthwstn Energy (SWN) 7.29 +.41 +56.4 
EMCOR Group Inc (EME) 114.10 -1.42 -10.4 h , 
Energy Transfer L.P.(ET) 10.88 +.31—-+32.2 | Sphere 3D Corp (ANY) oe ee 
Ethan Allen (ETD) 97.17 +.55 +3.3 Stanley Black & Deck (SWK) 140.99 +2.67 -25.3 
Eversource Energy (ES) 87.03 +,37 -4,3 Starwood Prop Trust (STWD) 24.12 -.03 -.f 
Exela Technologies (XELA) 44 +.03  -50.1 | Sundial Growers Inc(SNDL) .78 -.03 +34.6 
Ford Motor (F) 16.67. +.20 ~~ -19.7 | Tellurian Inc (TELL) 5.43 -41 +763 
FuelCell Energy (FCEL) 6.11 -11  +17.5 | Terex Corp (TEX) 36.97 -78  -15.9 
Gen Dynamics (GD) 240.89 -3.47  +15.6 | Tesla Inc (TSLA) 1091.84 +81.20 +3.3 
Gen Electric (GE) 92.00 -2.02 -2.6 | Tilray Brands Inc (TLRY) 7.99  -57 +13.7 
Ginkgo Bioworks Hidg (DNA) 3.74 +.08 -55.0 Transocean Ltd (RIG) 4.67 -.36 +69.2 
Hartford Fn Sv (HIG) 72.40  -31  +4.9 | Travelers Cos (TRV) 186.76 -.99 +19.4 
Honeywell Intl (HON) 197.11  -.68 — -5.5 | United Rentals (URI) 363.40 -27 +9.4 
Horizon Tech Fin (HRZN) 14.13 +.14 ~~ -11.2 , 
als UnitedHealth Group (UNH) 513.20 +.17 +2.2 
Hycroft Mining Holdg (HYMC) 2.32 +1.04 +277.9 | ,. 
: Virtus Invest (VRTS) 240.23 ~=—--4.30 -19.1 
Imperial Petroleum (IMPP) 1.68 -04 -21.5 ; 
Infosys Ltd (INFY) 2472 -01 — -2.3 | Voya Financial (VOYA) 66.90 -5l +9 
Kaixin Auto Holdg (KXIN) 146 +.35 +28,1 | Webster Financial (WBS) 59.06 -.62 +5.8 
Kaman (KAMN) 44.71 -.60 435 Wells Fargo & Co (WFC) 51.81 -.15 +8.0 
Keycorp (KEY) 23.43 -.46 +1,3 | White Mtns Insur (WTM) 1079.22 = -2.42 +6.4 
Lincoln Natl Corp (LNC) 67.29 - 48 -1.4 | World Wrestling Ent (WWE) 61.00 -06 +23.6 
MEI Pharma (MEIP) 54 -09 = -79.9 | XPO Logistics Inc (XPO) 77.60 +.59 +.2 
MGM Resorts Intl (MGM) 42.19 -.01 -6.0 | Xerox Holdings Corp (XRX) 20.56 -.17 -9.2 
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No funds for IRS to enforce 
sanctions on rich Russians 


By Fatima Hussein 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — For 
all of the talk about slap- 
ping sanctions on Russian 
oligarchs, there was a nota- 
ble omission in the Ukraine 
aid package approved this 
month by Congress: An 
infusion of money for the 
IRS criminal investigation 
arm tasked with tracking 
down the pricey properties 
of the Russian elite didn’t 
make the cut. 

The White House request 
to give the IRS $30 million 
for tracing financial activ- 
ities associated with sanc- 
tioned people appeared to 
run afoul of broader reluc- 
tance by Republicans to 
put more money into IRS 
enforcement actions. 

Republicans close to the 
spending bill negotiations 
said the mission of the IRS 
should be to administer and 
enforce the U.S. tax code, 
not to enforce sanctions. 

While the money for 
Ukraine in the spending 
bill includes $25 million 
for the Treasury Depart- 
ment’s terrorism and finan- 
cial intelligence unit, $17 
million for its departmen- 
tal offices and $19 million 
for the Financial Crimes 
Enforcement Network, the 
only Treasury agency that 
did not receive its request 
was IRS Criminal Investi- 
gation. 

Many of the sanctions 
levied on Russia’s elite 
and its Central Bank are 
imposed by the Treasury 
Department and its various 
enforcement arms, includ- 
ing those at the IRS. 

Along with the newly 
formed KleptoCapture 
group led by the Justice 
Department, the IRS plays 
a major part in imposing 
sanctions on oligarchs and 
supporters of Vladimir 
Putin. 

A lack of funding for the 
IRS criminal investigations 
unit “damages the ability 
of our law enforcement 
community to do its work” 
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The sun sets over the Kremlin at Zaryadye Park near Red 
Square on March 23 in Moscow. The IRS didn’t receive 
funding to help it enforce sanctions against Russians. AP 


said Danny Glaser, a former 
Treasury assistant secretary 
for terrorist financing and 
financial crimes. 

“The IRS criminal inves- 
tigators are some of the best 
financial investigators in the 
world. It’s important they 
are at full strength,” Glaser 
said. 

In its funding request to 
Congress, the White House 
said the $30 million would 
expand IRS Criminal Inves- 
tigation’s capability to find 
links between various busi- 
nesses, conduct digital asset 
tracing, and identify the 
ownership of assets owned 
by oligarchs and others 
linked to Putin. 

That money would have 
included purchasing more 
than 50 licenses to data- 
bases that can access global 
public records, a Trea- 
sury official told Associ- 
ated Press, speaking on the 
condition of anonymity to 
discuss internal matters. 
Currently, only five people 
have that capability. 

The workforce of the 
investigations unit has 
shrunk by 25% over the 
course of the last decade, 
according to Treasury. 

The unit “is in desperate 
need of stable, long-term 
funding to develop a deeper 
understanding of the global 
financial landscape and 
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trace and seize assets that 
today are in the hands of 
criminals,” Treasury said in 
a statement last week. 

Chye-Ching Huang, 
executive director of the 
Tax Law Center at NYU 
Law, said the funding 
woes for the IRS investi- 
gations unit are part of a 
much larger issue with the 
federal government relying 
on the IRS to step in during 
national and international 
emergencies. 

“We saw that during the 
pandemic, when the admin- 
istrative apparatus was used 
to get billions of dollars of 
aid to people and businesses 
in a short amount of time, 
and we’re seeing it during a 
foreign policy emergency,” 
she said. 

“That points to its criti- 
cal role and why lawmakers 
should not be starving the 
IRS,” she said, adding that 
the IRS is key to “preventing 
criminal corruption, which 
is corrosive to democracy.” 

Biden signed the giant 
spending bill into law 
earlier this month to fund 
the government through 
September. 

Included in the funding 
is $5.4 billion dedicated to 
IRS enforcement outside 
of criminal investigations, 
an increase of $225 million 
above fiscal 2021. 
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Engineered and designed to 
exceed industry standards. 


QUALITY TESTED 


RRANTY- ghseal.co™ 


LIFETIME 


LIMITED WARRANTY* 


MADE IN 


USA 


“nur? 


ENERGY STAR 
PARTNER 


SolarZone TG2 Elite Triple 
Pane, Double Strength 
Glass With Low-E 


Argon Gas Filled 


Energy Efficient 
Triple Pane Delivers 
Thermal Break 


Patented Duralite 
Spacer System 
Improves Argon 
Gas Performance 


Foam Insulated 
Frame « Feel 
The Difference 


FREE VIRTUAL OR IN-HOME CONSULATIONS 


860-5 12-8496 


Serving most of the state of Connecticut 


This Window World® Franchise is independently owned and operated by Window World of Connecticut LLC under license from Window World Inc. CT Lic. #607051 “See your Window World sales 
representative for more information about our guaranteed lowest pricing and paying up to 50% less than the price of our main competitors. *0% APR financing with approved credit through Wells Fargo Bank. 


NOW HIRING WINDOW INSTALLERS 
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A CTrail Hartford Line train pulls out of the Wallingford train station in 2018. The line provides service to Hartford Line and Amtrak trains. HARTFORD COURANT FILE 


Bill not solution to address affordability 


By Alexis Harrison 


As proponents of affordability and 
transit-oriented development proposals, 
we feel compelled to respond to housing 
activist David Fink’s recent op-ed on tran- 
sit-oriented development (TOD) and a bill 
currently before the Planning and Devel- 
opment Committee, HB 5429, to dispel 
misinformation and innuendos. First, HB 
5429 is not really a TOD bill. TOD plan- 
ning focuses on mixed use around transit 
hubs. 

Instead, this bill is a housing development 
bill. It ignores the commercial development 
that is a critically important component of 
TOD planning. The HB 5429 bill density 
mandate requires less affordability than 
most towns currently require in TOD zones, 


thus not helping the housing- disadvantaged. 


Aside from those substantive deficiencies, 
the bill prohibits towns from holding public 
hearings on development proposals, which 
chills public participation. Finally, it severely 
restricts the ability of an estimated dozens 
of Connecticut towns and cities to develop 
and continue with its own TOD planning. In 
short, the bill does the opposite of what its 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Time for Fox to pull the 
plug on Tucker Carlson 


Tucker Carlson’s treasonous pro-Putin 
rants are now a staple on state-run televi- 
sion in Moscow, while Putin kills Ukraine 
civilians, children and news reporters. 
How many Fox reporters will need to be 
killed before Rupert Murdoch will muzzle 
his in-house pro-Kremlin propaganda 
machine? 

Jim Kew, Simsbury 


Tucker Carlson central 
figure for Putin’s cause 


Apparently, clips of Tucker Carlson are 
becoming a permanent feature on Russian 
state-controlled TV. His comments on the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine are paraded 
as evidence that millions of Americans 
believe that Putin’s war against Ukraine 
is arighteous one. If Carlson actually 
believes millions of Americans view 
Ukraine’s fate as justified, then he has a 
right to continue his stance on the war. 

If he knows in his heart that becoming 

a media darling for the morally corrupt 
dictator of Russia runs counter to his core 
beliefs, he should apologize to the world, 
but especially to the Ukrainians, for his 
colossal error in judgment resulting in his 
becoming a central feature of the Russian 
propaganda machine. 

Jack Pasanen, Burlington 


Ensure gas tax cut 
gets to consumer 


Gov. Ned Lamont is considering a 
25-cent gasoline tax cut and some legis- 
lators are proposing a 45-cent cut [Page 
1, March 14, “With gas prices climbing, 
Lamont calls for tax cut”. If consumers 
do not actually realize this savings, then 
they will see the $100-$180 million cost 
of this tax cut as a benefit to gas stations 
and not them. 

Rep. Sean Scanlon said, “It’s a hard 
thing to police at every gas station 
across Connecticut.” A solution: Ifa 
motorist feels a gas station’s prices do 
not reflect this tax cut, they should get 
a printed receipt. The receipts usually 
list the station name, address, transac- 
tion date, gas type and price. The State 
Attorney’s office should set up a website 
that a picture of the receipt can be 
uploaded to so an investigation can be 
undertaken. 

Winston Campbell, Bloomfield 


proponents state. 

Why would lawmakers want to take away 
local control from the very communities 
they represent? 

According to Mr. Fink, “this bill would 
mean those towns would have to give some- 
thing back to Connecticut — if only allowing 
some new neighbors in to share the quality 


of life they’ve been hoarding” No, the legisla- 
tion is actually a gift to developers and would 


require towns to allow “as of right” housing 
development within a half-mile in all direc- 
tions of all train stations and rapid transit 
centers in about 60 Connecticut towns. The 
bill doesn’t require any affordable housing 
on projects under six units, so you might 
expect existing affordable middle housing 
to be replaced by luxury townhouses, thus 
squeezing the housing disadvantaged even 
more. 


The proponents of the bill fail to recognize 


that many Connecticut transit centers have 
TOD development commensurate witha 
town’s existing infrastructure and under the 
purview of their own planning and zoning 


commissions. For example, in Fairfield, TOD 


has been underway for quite some time. 
Three of these projects are built and occu- 


Courant leaning 
too far to the right 


The Courant has taken a signifi- 
cant shift to the right politically. Look 
at the March 13 Insight section. There 
were five commentary pieces that 
clearly reveal the Courant’s shift. First 
is Gary Franks, who appears even more 
than Republican candidate for gover- 
nor Bob Stefanowski. Frank’s pieces 
read like a press release from the RNC. 
Kevin Rennie, another former Repub- 
lican officeholder, specializes on real 
or perceived scandals by Democrats. 
The third was from the arch-conser- 
vative Heritage Foundation. The final 
two pieces are by writers with a more 
nuanced approach. David Brooks, whose 
conservative bona fides go back to his 
time at the Hoover Institute, is a solid 
writer with thoughtful positions. The 
final piece was by Carl Lubesdorf, an 
unafhliated and moderate writer. 

So we have one moderate, one Repub- 
lican who works to be balanced, and 
three Republican cheerleaders. Is it 
balanced? No. Is it wrong? No, not at 
all. Newspapers can choose to back and 
promote whomever they choose. But 
readers have choices too; there are many 
news outlets. 

The Courant’s choice to go all-in on 
the Republicans in a blue state is a curi- 
ous choice, but one it is free to take even 
if readers like me are ready to go else- 
where. 

Joe Miragliuolo, Pomfret 


Connecticut’s ridiculous 
judicial system 


Re: Two articles in the March 15 
Courant: 

A Superior Court judge doesn’t show 
up for work for more than 2% years and is 
paid $350,000, and a prisoner who serves 
a year in jail and can’t work because of 
incarceration is charged $90,885 a year, 
more than I am sure they were making 
before imprisonment. I was incredulous 
when I read these stories. There is clearly 
something seriously wrong with our judi- 
cial system. 

How is a prisoner supposed to pay 
back that prison cost? This reminds me 
of “Les Misérables.” While the judge 
states she has had medical issues, her 
absence has created a nightmare for the 
courts and the cases she was supposed 
to hear. 

Mary Tomolonius, Canton 


pied, making up 351 dwelling units. A fourth 
approved project is nearing construction of 
357 additional units. Many other towns have 
taken similar initiatives and continue to plan 
and implement actual TOD in transit zones 
on an ongoing basis. Vibrant and sustain- 
able TOD areas are already taking place and 
further state mandates are unnecessary and 
onerous. 

Mr. Fink stated the legislation should 
mimic Massachusetts’ in that it should 
require transit municipalities to create 
denser zones near stations and provide 
grants to help. The bill before the P&D 
Committee does not mirror the bill in 
Massachusetts. However, a one-size-fits-all 
approach around transit is not appropriate 
in Connecticut given the vast differences in 
commuting times and train travel times. 

Language in the bill “as of right” means 
that planning and zoning bodies will be 
diluted and the elected and appointed public 
officials with knowledge of towns’ needs and 
restrictions, infrastructure, historical preser- 
vation and the environmental concerns will 
be muted, and the voice of the public will be 
silenced, which is not good for a democratic 
society. In the Saugatuck section of West- 


port, for example, the access/egress to I-95 
is steps from the train station and the area is 
surrounded by narrow streets with no side- 
walks. 

Climate change has arrived in Connecti- 
cut, as shown by increasing temperatures, 
stronger storms and flooding. In the coming 
decades, its effects will only accelerate — 
the sea rising from Greenwich to Stoning- 
ton means greater risk of tidal flooding and 
storm surges over the next 15 years. Stations 
along the coastline will be impacted and 
environmentalists say we should be moving 
away from the coastline. HB 5429 instead 
doubles down and increases density in the 
very places where we should not be building 
up. 

Despite the narratives and informa- 
tion that housing activists like Mr. Fink 
are putting forth, HB 5429 is nota solu- 
tion to address affordability in Connecti- 
cut. Nuanced solutions are needed to make 
Connecticut affordable such as jobs, busi- 
ness creation and tax breaks to struggling 
families. 


Alexis Harrison is a member of the Fairfield 
Town Planning and Zoning Commission. 


Care for our caregivers 
and keep them here 


By Dr. Ron Adelman 


National Doctors’ Day, this Wednesday, 
March 30, is an annual event to recognize 
physicians for all that they do to keep our 
family, friends, neighbors and communities 
healthy and safe. 

Doctors’ Day 2022 arrives at a pivotal 
time, as Connecticut’s physicians continue 
to provide science-based healing, discover 
new treatments and deliver essential, crit- 
ical and preventative care for our patients 
during this lengthy pandemic — and as the 
Connecticut State Medical Society (CSMS) 
works with policymakers to confront the 
challenge of the alarming number of physi- 


cians leaving our state to practice elsewhere. 


It is not an exaggeration to say that the 
future viability of Connecticut patients’ 
access to quality, affordable care is at risk, 
or that Doctors’ Day 2032 could look very 
different if action is not taken to recruit and 
retain our young talent and future physi- 
cians and scientists. 

Healthcare has seen fast-paced advance- 
ments in recent decades, yet the physi- 
cian-patient relationship stands as the 
foundation of a personal, trusted, caring 
delivery system. Therefore, Connecticut 
needs to maintain a diverse, vibrant and 
innovative physician workforce. 

More than 50,000 direct jobs are 
supported by physicians in Connecticut, 
and an economic study that CSMS has 
shared with state lawmakers showed that 
more than 11 jobs are supported by each 
physician. This translates into billions of 
dollars in local economic activity and just 


over $1 billion in state and local tax revenue. 


Meanwhile, our physician-scientists are 
discovering cures for debilitating diseases 
that impact the lives of future generations. 

According to a 2021 report from the 
American Association of Medical Colleges. 
Connecticut — a state with some of the best 
medical training programs in the country 
— ranks 47th in retaining the physicians we 
train in our state. 

A growing percentage of Connecticut 
physicians are now over the age of 60, with 
amere 15% of our physician workforce 
under the age of 40, and that number is 
dropping quickly. So why is Connecticut 
having so much trouble convincing physi- 
cians who train here to stay here? 

It starts with the high cost of training, 
the high risk of liability, the expensive cost 


of living and the lack of loan forgiveness 
programs. According to AAMC, the median 
debt for US medical school graduates in 2019 
was $200,000, and that doesn’t take into 
account undergraduate student loan debt. 

Connecticut physicians also face chal- 
lenges such as an increased administrative 
process, prior authorizations, high licensing 
costs, medical liability judgments, a highly 
concentrated health insurance market and 
industry-specific taxes (such as taxes on 
ambulatory services). Taken together, these 
challenges place incredible burdens on 
physicians looking to begin their careers in 
medicine in Connecticut. 

It is encouraging that Connecticut 
lawmakers are listening to our concerns. 
Senate Bill 449, which enjoys bipartisan 
support, would create a much-needed 
loan forgiveness program that would help 
recruit and retain our future physician 
workforce. It would also establish a task 
force to look at the impact of medical liabil- 
ity on Connecticut’s practice climate and 
physician retention. 

Patients should be able to access the 
health care they need when they need it. 
Physicians are championing initiatives to 
enhance public health, advocate for patients 
and remove the artificial barriers between 
physicians and patients. High deductible 
health plans force patients to spend thou- 
sands of dollars on medical costs before 
their insurance coverage kicks in, and the 
prior authorization process is a challenge 
for patients and healers. 

The well-being of patients is our number 
one priority. Access delayed is access 
denied, and action on these priorities would 
be something to celebrate this Doctors’ Day, 
as they would help us keep Connecticut’s 
homegrown and well-established medical 
minds from seeking their futures else- 
where. These physicians want to stay here 
in Connecticut — they want to care for the 
people of Connecticut — and they are the 
key to ensuring our patients will have access 
to quality, affordable healthcare when and 
where they need it. 

This Doctors’ Day let’s show them we 
care — and that we want them here, practic- 
ing in Connecticut. Our health and well-be- 
ing depend on them. 


Ron Adelman, MD, MPH, MBA, FACS, is 
president of the Connecticut State Medical 
Society 


To advertise, call 860-525-2525 
or placeanad.courant.com 








Stuff 


2-DAY ONLINE AUCTION TAYLOR 
RENTAL - E.L WED & THURS APRIL 
6 & 7 Lg Qty Compact Construct & 
Landscape Equip, Contractors, Tools 
& Equip, Trucks & Trailers, Cleaning 
& Enviro Equip. & Much More! 
See Auction Sect For Ad 
www.CRGLLC.com 800.300.6852 





BLUESTONE! BLUESTONE!! 
BLUESTONE!!! 
Steps - Sidewalks Patios 
We also repair existing steps / 
sidewalks / patios 
860-633-6612 


DEVILBISS 5L OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATOR Almost New $625 
Call: 860-550-5059 


FIREWOOD 2 cords $390 includes 
delivery, 1 cord, call for pricing 860- 
228-2003 


ee 
AT YOUR SERVICE 





At Your Service 


BASEMENT WATERPROOFING, 
YARD DRAINAGE Brilliant 
Basement Waterproofing, LLC 
HIC.0653192 860-625-5703 www. 


brillliantbasementwaterproofing.com 


CALL MARKS AUTO PARTS 


in East Granby. For more information 
860-653-2551 


EAGLE KING CONSTRUCTION LLC 
Retaining wall, stamp concrete, 
venera stone, bluestone, pavers, 
steps, fire pits, stucco and more. 
Licensed and insured, free estimate. 
lic #0665356 Call 203-805-3807. 





MIGHTY DOG ROOFING GREENVILLE 
https://mightydogroofing.com 


OSTRINSKY SCRAP Buyers of scrap. 
Manchester, CT. 860-643-5879 





SHEDS BUILT ON SITE 
built on site, rough Sawn lum- 

ber, well built, full size lumber, shed 
base included. Call for pricing: 860- 
228-2003 ctshedsbuiltonsite.com 
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ALWAYS BUYING MACHINIST 

TOOLBOXES Tools & tooling, conte- 
nts of machine shops, home worksho- 
ps & small lathes Call 860-985-5760 





ANTIQUES & OLD STUFF WANTED 


Buying Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Toys, 
Silver Plated Items, Costume Jewelry, 
Pottery, Typewriters, Sewing Machines, 
Knives, Fishing, Tools, Lanterns, Glass, 
Clocks, Books & More 860-8 74-8396 








STONE WALLS Walkways, natural 
stone. We can break stone into usable 
wall stone. Pavers, blue stone, patio, 
fire pits. 

Call 860-633-6612 


TREE WORK Take down, yard expans- 
ion, brush clearing & saw mill service. 
Free written estimates & reasonable 
rates. 860-228-2003 


Wanted To Buy 








1 BUY VINTAGE ELECTRONICS 
OLD TOYS, MILITARY JEWELRY, 
ADVERTISING WATCHES, MUSCIAL 
INSTRUMENTS, CAMERAS, 
WATCHES, SIGNS, ART, SPORTS 
MEMORABILIA, OLD STUFF 
ANTIQUES, GUITARS, AMPS, TUBE 
HI-FI, RECEIVERS, AUDIO EQ, 
RADIOS, HAM, CB, SAXOPHONES & 
MANY OTHER OLD ITEMS! 

CALL 860-707-9350 


www.courant.com/pets 





Dogs 
ANTOLIAN SHEPARD PUPPIES 


3 Females, 12 weeks old. call or text 
(860)550-5461 


rr AX 





BERNEDOODLE PUPPIES 


Beautiful, Hypoallergenic puppies 
ready for adoption. Family raised 
in Huntington MA our puppies have 
learned to love’ children! Their 
personality makes them ideal Support 
pets. Call Melvin Hess at 413-265- 
6737 for availability. only $2,200.00 
- will not last long! 














CHIHUAHUA Long hair mix. Sweet 
companion, 4 yr, 14 Ibs, male. 
Shots, neut, microchipped. Owner 
developed asthma, $475 to defray 
expenses. Call 860-643-0204. 





LABRADOR’- RETRIEVERS Color 
white, M & F, Shots, Vet Checked, 
Dewormed, Happy Healthy Babies 
11wks Ready Now $2200 Call For 
More Info 860-712-5925 


NEWS UPDATES 24/7 





YOUR 
PERFECT 


IS WAITING 


BUYING OLD TOYS BEFORE 1990 
Tonka, Matchbox, Hotwheels, Trains, 
LEGOs, Star Wars, GI Joes, Nintendo, 
Action Figures, Slot Cars, Models, 
Games, Atari, Western, Dolls, Robots, 
Windups, & more. 860-874-8396 


| 
Air € 
“~~ 








BUYING PRE1980 Toys, Model Kits, 
Comic Bks, Baseball Card Posters & 
Cards, Pennants, Political, Postcards, 
Beer, Bar, Soda, Oil & Gas Station 
Cans&Signs, License Plates, Jewelry, 
Masonic & Fraternal Items, Zippos, | 
check Bsmnt/ Attic. 860-81 7-4350 


ce AVIAN STI HTL ES 





Lost/Found 


IMPOUND - #223 Pitbull Mix, Female, 
Gray & White. Call Hartford PD 
860-757-4000 


IMPOUNDED - German Shepherd 
mix, female, tan body/dark face 
Animal Control 860-633-7227 


© 





Antiques/ 
Classics 





FORD MODELA 1929 - $19500 4 dr, 
blind back, older restoration, rebuilt 


engine, L&B interior, runs & drives 
excellent! 860-828-7600 


MERCEDES-BENZ 300SL 1991 


$17000 Excellent condition classic 
convertible with hard top. Always 
garaged. 802-436-2962 


PORSCHE 914 1974 - $2200 Solid 
Rolling Chassis Call No Txt 860- 
209-6629 








Auto | Truck Wanted 
CASH PAID 


for any Toyota, other makes. Any 
condition. Running or not, crashed 
Okay. Will take other makes and 
models. 203-600-4431 


D~ 












Auto & SUV's 


BMW 740 2001 - $2950 negotiable 
740i Good Condition, Nice Driving 
860-539-4439 


HUMMER H3 2006 - $5900 Black 
Ext Tan Int New Tires, Runs Well 
860-539-4439 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


Legal Notice 
Request for Proposals 
Automated Work Zone Speed Control 
Design-Build Pilot Project 


The Connecticut Department of 
Transportation is seeking to engage a 
contracting firm to provide services related 
to Automated Work Zone Speed Control pilot 
project. More detailed information regarding 
this project can be found at: 
https://webprocure.perfect. 
com/wp-web-public/#/bidboard/ 
bid/98540?customerid=51 

Connecticut Department of Transportation 
An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action 
Employer 

3/17-4/1/2022 7171086 


Buy. Sell. Save. 


NISSAN ALTIMA 2019 


$24500 All Wheel Drive, Many 
Options, Like New Condition 16,000 
miles 860-605-6895 


PONTIAC GRAND PRIX 2002 - 
$1350 OBO. GT. Runs, engine light 
on, new parts. Call: 860-623-9570 








VOLVO $70 2000 - $5000 136,450 
mi Well Maintd, Lthr Seats Bosch 
Sound, Exc Cond 860-978-0183 


Connecticut 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


In accordance with City of Hartford Municipal 
Code Section 29-16, the Hartford Police 
Department is in possession of unclaimed 
found property for which the owner cannot 
be located. 

If you believe that some of this property is 
yours, phone the HPD Property Room at 860 
757-4180 weekdays 7:A.M to 2:30 PM. Be 
prepared to provide a detailed description of 
the property, the circumstances of its loss, 
and proof of ownership as necessary. 
Positive identification is required before prop- 
erty will be released. If not claimed, items 
may be sold at public auction, destroyed, 
donated, or released to a finder. 
1/4-3/29/2022 7112251 








The Capital Region Development Authority 
(“CRDA”), a quasi-public agency of the state 
of Connecticut, is seeking a qualified consul- 
tant to provide project coordination services 
in the Parkville neighborhood. Please use the 
following link to access the RFP: 
https://crdact.net/wp-content/ 
uploads/2022/03/3-22-2022-RFP-Parkvill- 
eDevelopmentCoordinationServices. pdf. 
3/26 - 4/25/2022 7177253 








TOWN OF WINDSOR 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
LEGAL NOTICE 


Notice is hereby given that this Commission 
will hold public hearings during its hybrid 
virtual meeting on April 12, 2022, at 7:00 
PM, to hear and consider the following items: 


Special Use Re-Approval - 4 Market Circle, 
Temporary Outdoor Storage, Section 8.6B, W 
Zone, Market Circle LLC 


Zone Change — 21 & 33 Stone Road, AG 
Zone to W Zone, 1.69 acres, Raffia/ Morneau 


Special Use - 1001 Day Hill Road, 
Commercial Recreational Facility, Section 
8.6E, | Zone, Dudleytown Brewing Co. LLC/ 
Square Peg Pizzeria, LLC 


Subdivision — 550 Matianuck Avenue, 2 lots, 
17.27 acres, AG/AA Zone, Alford Associates, 
Inc. 


Subdivision — 542 Prospect Hill Road, 2 lots, 
1.491 acres, AA Zone, Alford Associates, 


Inc. Text Amendment — Sections: 1.1.3, 2.2, 
5.2.6R, & 8.6U, Cannabis Moratorium, TOW 


Information on how to attend the meeting by 
phone or computer will be included on the 
meeting agenda posted at: 


https://townofwindsorct.com/sf/show/ 
meeting/3554 


Comments received ahead of the meeting 
will be read into the record. Please submit 
comments to the email address: planning@ 
townofwindsorct.com 

7174846 








NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE: The following 
self-storage Cube contents containing 
household and other goods will be sold for 
cash by CubeSmart, 175 Costello Road, 
Newington, CT 06111 to satisfy a lien on 
April 12th, 2022 at approx. 1:00 PM at www. 
storagetreasures.com 

Cube # 104 - Grace Figueroa 

3/29, 4/5/2022 7178511 





Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 


The Town of Plainville acting through its Town 
Council, hereinafter called the Owner, will 
receive sealed Bids for Contract 2022-16E, 
Sidewalk Reconstruction at the Office of the 
Town Manager, Municipal Center, One Central 
Square, Plainville, Connecticut until 2:00 PM 
local time on April 14, 2022 then at said 
place publicly opened and read aloud. No 
bid will be accepted after 2:00 PM local time 
on April 14, 2022. 


The work under this Contract shall consist 
of the reconstruction of sidewalks on Laurel 
Court, Tomlinson Avenue, Bernice Court, 
Maxine Road, and various other locations. 
Construction activities shall include replac- 
ing concrete sidewalk, installation of pedes- 
trian ramps, driveway repairs, installation of 
bituminous concrete curbing and associated 
improvements. 


Contract Documents, which include 
Advertisement for Bids, Information 
for Bidders, Bid, Agreement, General 
Conditions, Supplemental General 


Conditions, Special Conditions, Technical 
Specifications, Supplemental Technical 
Specification, Attachments, Contract 
Drawings and Addenda may be examined 
on or after March 29, 2022 by going to the 
Advanced Reprographics’ website WWW. 
ADVANCEDREPRO.NET. Prospective _ bid- 
ders should access the “PLANROOM” on 
the website and search Town of Plainville. 
Bidders are responsible for printing and 
shipping costs or pick up at the Advanced 
Reprographics office, (50 Corporate Avenue, 
Plainville, CT). Bid Documents may also be 
ordered by calling (860) 410-1020. Bidders 
are responsible for obtaining all addendums 
posted on the Advanced Reprographics 
website. 


Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid 
Guarantee in the form of a certified check 
of Bid Bond in the amount of 5% of the total 
amount of Bid. A performance Bond and a 
Labor and Materials Payment Bond will be 
required equal to the value of the contract. 
All sureties must be listed on the most 
recent IRS Circular 570. 


All bidders are required to inform themselves 
fully of the conditions relating to the con- 
struction and labor under which the work 
will be or is now being performed and the 
contractor shall employ as possible, such 
methods and means to carry out this work 
that does not cause interruption or interfere 
with any other contractor. 


All bids shall be accompanied by the Drug 
and Alcohol Testing Program Compliance 
Certification which is enclosed in the Bid 
Documents. No bids submitted without a 
completed Drug and Alcohol Compliance 
Certification will be considered for award. 


No Bid may be withdrawn until one hundred 
and twenty, (120), calendar days after the 
date of the opening of the Bids. The Owner 
reserves the right to waive any informality in 
the Bids: to reject any and all Bids; or to 
accept the Bid that in his judgement will be 
in the best interest of the Town of Plainville. 


The owner will conduct a pre-bid conference 
on April 5, 2022 at Plainville Municipal 
Center in the office of the Engineer at 10:00 
AM. (non-Mandatory) 


An Affirmative Action / Equal Opportunity 
Employer MBE’s, WBE’s and SMEs _ are 
encouraged to apply. 


TOWN OF PLAINVILLE 
BY os 


Robert E. Lee, Town Manager 
3/29/2022 7175750 











Find the right talent with tribune publishing 


recruitment services. 


We work hard to make your talent search easy. With 


our expansive network of distinguished print and online 


oublications and their respective reach and readership, 


you'll have access to top talent from coast-to-coast. 


Plus, enjoy advanced job matching and ad targeting 
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OBITUARIES BY TOWN 


Berlin New Britain 


OBITUARIES 


John C. Morais Victoria Loebell 
Bernadette Przybysz Chester T. Zlotkowski 
Bristol Newington 

Virgilio Cruz Cherielee Bell 
Thomas A. Diener Annette Bloom 

Reno Dumond Chester T. Zlotkowski 


Tracy L. Tacinelli Salem, NY 

Roy J. Taggett Vincent F. Safner 

Nancy Webster Simsbury 
Colchester Ronald B. Gutfran 

Patrick R. Balisano South Windsor 


East Hartford 
Simone Jacques 
Dottie Munson 


Timothy L. Menhennett 
Southington 
Marvin D. Orenstein 


Enfield Suffield 
Barry W. Baker Mark S. Montgomery 
Raymond F Madsen Vernon 
Rosemary Tweeddale Robert H. Weidlich 
Glastonbury West Hartford 
Kenneth A. Decarolis, MD Rita L. Egan 
Bertha F. Shemansky Victoria Loebell 
Hartford Wethersfield 
Rita L. Egan Catherine Joseph 
John C. Morais Cora F. Mokritsky 
Hebron Robert H. Weidlich 


Windsor 
William Schaefer 
Windsor Locks 
Thomas A. Diener 
Marvin D. Orenstein 


Patrick R. Balisano 
Lexington, KY 

Mark S. Montgomery 
Middletown 

Edward Schilke, Jr. 


* Denotes name listing only. 
Please note: not all death notices are in alphabetical order. 





OBITUARIES 


Baker, Barry Warner 


Barry Warner Baker of 
Enfield, CT left us on March 
24, 2022 after an amazing 84 
years on this planet. 


Born in Springfield, MA on 
October 1, 1937, Barry ex- 
celled in many roles in life: 
therapist, warrior, inventor, 
pilot, carpenter, mentor, 
electrician, scholar, scientist, 
plumber, philosopher. He 
defied any attempt to encap- 
Sulate his life in an obituary. 


Barry was predeceased by his mother, 

Barbara Warner Baker (1912-2017). His 
memory is preserved by his partner, Kathryn Young; 
son, David Warner Baker, daughter-in-law Marcia, and 
grandsons Warner and Griffon of Belmont, CA; daugh- 
ter, Deborah Bari Baker and grandchildren Levi and 
Megan, of Miami, FL; sister Bonnie Baker of Springfield, 
MA; sister Betsy Pillitteri and husband Frank of Enfield; 
sister Beverly O'Connell of Cape Cod, MA; sister Beryl 
Daley and husband Kevin of Cape Cod, MA; and so 
many incredible nieces and nephews. 


In Barry's battle with cancer, he greatly appreciated 
the wonderful staff of Trinity Health, and his expert 
treatment by Dr. JaykKumar Thumar. 


Barry devoted his scholarship to many institutions 
of learning, but of those, his fondest memories were 
at the University of Michigan where he earned his 
Masters of Social Work. He conquered the skies as a 
pilot in the Air Force, rising to the rank of Major; and 
explored the depths as a certified SCUBA instructor. 
He spent decades of his life as a psychiatric social 
worker with the Community Child Guidance Clinic 
while also dedicating himself to his private practice, 
Therapy Associates, retiring at age 83. In 1967, he used 
his craftsmanship to build the house he would live in 
for the rest of his life on Shaker Pines Lake, though he 
never really stopped building new parts of the home. 
Decades later, his design and construction skills led to 
creation of the floating platform “Gazeboat,” provoking 
the awe of neighbors as he piloted the craft around 
the entire lake. Barry was an adjunct professor with 
the University of Connecticut. He owned Beechcraft 
1958L and loved to share the majesty of flight with 
family and friends. Even as a septuagenarian he rode 
his motorcycle to work. He gave personal names to all 
of his computers; “Phigment” was his final machine. 
Barry loved to read, especially books about American 
history. He loved Scruffie, his faithful Cairn Terrier. 


A private service involving family will be held at a 
future date. 


Never in this Universe was there or will there ever be 
a person with such myriad skills, knowledge, experi- 
ences, and loved ones. 


Barry wouldn't have wanted flowers sent. Instead, hug 
a loved one. Appreciate their presence in your life. And 
remember Barry. 


For online condolences, please visit www.leetestevens. 
com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Bell, CherieLee (Thornley) 


CherieLee (Thornley) Bell, 51, 

of Newington, passed away 

peacefully on Sunday, March 

27, 2022, with her family by 

her side. She was the beloved 

wife of Kenneth L. Bell, Jr. for 

' 29 years and the cherished 

daughter of Fred and Linda 

_(D‘Aleno) Thornley of FL and 

_ daughter-in-law of Kenneth Sr. 

and Claudia Bell of 

1 Southington. CherieLee was a 

Newington resident for 25 years and a member of St. 

Mary's Church in Newington. CherieLee was active in 

the theater community and had the opportunity to play 

Ariel from the Little Mermaid at Disney World. She also 

enjoyed teaching music, boating and spending time 

with her family and friends. Along with her husband 

and parents, she leaves her two children, Kenneth Bell, 

Ill of Raleigh, NC, and Victoria-Lynn of Farmington, her 

brother, Fred Thornley, Ill, and several nephews and a 

niece. She also leaves many close friends including 

Amy and Matt Lasek, Ann and Jay Steele, Lee Rizzutto 

and Cathy Bowen. Relatives and friends are invited to 

call on Wednesday, March 30th, from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 

p.m. at the Duksa Family Funeral Homes at Newington 

Memorial, 20 Bonair Ave., Newington. A Mass of 

Christian Burial will be held on Thursday, March 31st, 

at 10:00 a.m. at St. Josephine Bakhita Parish at James 

Church, 767 Elm St., Rocky Hill. In lieu of flowers, dona- 

tions may be made in CherieLee’s name to a charity of 

the donor’s choice. To share a memory with her family, 
please visit us at www.duksa.net. 


Y 
DUKSA 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 






hare memories, express condolences, 
and celebrate life in the obituary 
section on courant.com. 


Balisano, Patrick R. 


Patrick R. Balisano, age 83, of 
™ Hebron, CT and formerly of 
Ave Maria, FL, passed away on 
March 26, 2022 surrounded by 
his loving family and extraor- 
dinary care giver. Patrick is 
Survived by two daughters, 
Melanie Balisano, formerly of 
Hebron, CT, Lindsey Balisano- 
Hebler and his two grandsons, 
Walker and Blake Hebler of 
| East Hampton, CT. He is also 
Survive? by his two sisters, Dolores Kelly of Suffield, CT 
and Sandra Warner of Fort Myers, FL, along with many 
nieces, nephews and friends. Patrick was predeceased 
by his parents, Patrick and Mary (Evanski) Balesano, his 
loving wife, AnnMarie (Coates) Balisano and his son in 
law, Bryan Hebler. Patrick was a devoted, loving and 
kind husband, brother, father, and friend. He was most 
proud of his grandsons who he simply adored. Born in 
Hartford on January 6, 1939, he graduated from Hartford 
Public High School in 1957. On September 18, 1959, he 
enlisted in the US Army where he was stationed in 
Germany. Upon Patrick's return, he joined the West 
Hartford Police department and completed the Police 
Academy on April 3, 1964. Many years later, he left the 
police department to become an inspector at the State 
of CT Department of Motor Vehicles. In February of 
1992, Patrick retired as Division Chief of the DMV. 
After retirement, Patrick worked as Gaming Commission 
Inspector at Foxwoods Casino and later became man- 
ager of AAA Auto Club Truck Squad. In Patrick's early 
years, he owned Hebron Auto Body Shop and built over 
a dozen homes in his hometown of Hebron as well. He 
was an avid lover of classic cars and could be found at 
many local cruise nights, with his brother in law Bill 
Decambra. Patrick is no longer here, but his legacy re- 
mains. In lieu of flowers, please make contributions to 
a fund in his honor at the Colebrook Village, 55 John E 
Horton Boulevard, Hebron, CT 06248. TO the 
Staff at Colebrook Village, Thank You! Your dedication, 
professionalism, love for your work, and for your pa- 
tients helped our family greatly during this very diffi- 
cult time. To Patrick's caregiver, Glaydis, we thank you 
for giving him the best care in the final months and 
days of his life. You are truly an angel. Calling hours 
will be held on Wednesday, March 30th from 5 - 7 pm 
at the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old Hartford 
Rd., Colchester. A funeral Mass will be celebrated on 
Thursday, March 31st at 10 AM directly at the Church of 
the Holy Family, 185 Church Street, Hebron, CT. Burial 
will follow in St. Peter’s Cemetery, Hebron. For online 
condolences, please visit www.auroramccarthyfuneral- 
home.com 


Aurora HMeCarthp 
Funeral Home, Inc. 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Bloom, Annette (Dubay) 


Annette (Dubay) Bloom, 94, a 
longtime resident of 
Newington, passed away on 
Sunday, March 27, 2022, sur- 
rounded by her loving family. 
She was the beloved wife of 
the late Edward B. Bloom, 
whom she married on April 19, 
1952. Born on October 30, 
1927, in Caribou, ME, she was 
the daughter of the late O'Neil 
and Odelie (Cote) Dubay. She 
was a parishioner of St. Mary’s Church in Newington, 
and was a life member and twice Past President of the 
VFW Ladies Auxiliary of Hannon-Hatch Post 9929, West 
Hartford. Prior to her retirement, Annette was em- 
ployed by Bedding Barn, Newington. In her leisure time, 
she enjoyed doing crossword puzzles, vacationing with 
her grandkids and the occasional trip to the casino. A 
loving and devoted mother, grandmother and great 
grandmother, she leaves her daughter, Nancy Galli of 
Newington, her sons, Ralph Bloom and his wife Maureen 
of Newington, Edward R. Bloom and his wife Kathy of 
Windsor Locks, and daughter-in-law, Dawn Bloom of 
East Hampton; her grandchildren, Jeremy Bloom and 
wife Janet, Bret Bloom and wife Melissa, Lisa Hayes 
and husband Chris, Amy Bloom, and Kyle Bloom; seven 
great grandchildren; and many nieces and nephews. 
She is also survived by her special friend, Andrea 
Gallant of New Britain. She was predeceased by sons, 
Thomas, Timothy and Kevin, son-in-law, Stephen Galli, 
and her siblings, Leo, Gertrude, Ida, Rose, Corrina, 
Marie, Anne, Lena and Blanche. Her family would like to 
express its heartfelt gratitude to the staff of both 
Hospital of Central CT at Bradley Memorial and New 
Britain General, for the extraordinary compassion and 
kindness shown to Annette and her family. Relatives 
and friends are invited to call on Thursday, March 31, 
2022, from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm at Fisette’ Batzner 
Funeral Home at Newington Memorial, 20 Bonair Ave., 
Newington. Her funeral service will begin on Friday 
morning, April 1, at 9:00 am at the funeral home, fol- 
lowed by a Mass of Christian Burial at 10:00 am at St. 
Mary's Church, Newington. She will be laid to rest with 
Edward in West Meadow Cemetery. Memorial donations 
may be made in Annette’s memory to “Bradley Memorial 
Hospital”, Attn: Nursing Supervisor of North 3, 81 
Meriden Ave., Southington, CT 06489. To leave an on- 
line expression of sympathy for the family, please visit 
www.newingtonmemorial.com 


Y 
DUKSA 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


DeCarolis, MD, Kenneth A. 


Kenneth A DeCarolis M.D., age 
83, born in Cambridge, MA, 
passed away peacefully on 
March 28th, 2022. He graduat- 
ed from Harvard College and 
then continued on at Tufts 
Medical School learning his 
MD. After his one year medical 
internship at Rochester 
\ General Hospital, Rochester 
N\y New York, he was drafted dur- 


' 3 years in the army in Germany. 
He had a successful and fulfilling career at 
Jefferson X-ray/ Radiology for 30 years. He 
is survived by his wife Edith, to whom he 
was happily married to for 60 years, 3 chil- 
dren and 8 grandchildren. After retirement he enjoyed 
golfing, reading, chess and following any and all poli- 
tics. He also loved spending time with his family and 
grandchildren. “Grampy” as he was 
known in the family, was a walking encyclopedia, 
called "Google" by them. He was always available for 
any questions, from his grandchildren, in all school 
Subjects. Calling hours will be Thursday March 31 from 
4-6pm at the Mulryan Funeral Home, 725 Hebron Ave., 
Glastonbury. Burial is private at the convenience of 
the family. He will be buried at The Green Cemetery in 
Glastonbury. Ct. In lieu of flowers memorial donations 
may be made to the Melanoma Research Foundation, 
1420K Street, NW, 7th Floor, Washington, DC 20005, 
attn: Kyleigh LiPira. For online condolences please visit 
www.mulryanfh.com. 


MULRYAN 


FUNERAL HOME HOME 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 








































Diener, Thomas A. 


Thomas A. Diener, 65, of 

Bristol passed away on 

Wednesday, March 23, 2022 at 

his home in West Hartford. 

Thomas was born in Bristol on 

November 15th, 1956. He was 

the son of Laurette (Pinette) 

Diener and the late Robert 

Diener. He was a graduate of 

Bristol High School and worked 

as a machinist for The Johnson 

m Gage Co. and Arthur G. Russell 

Co. where he retired from. Thomas is survived by his 
mother Laurette, his brother Jeffrey and his wife Paula, 
his sister Barbara Leoni and husband Chris, and his two 
children, Erica Diener and John Thomas Diener and his 
fiancee Michelle Arslan. Thomas loved the outdoors, 
and spent his leisure time skiing, playing golf, travel- 
ing, and hiking with his children. He was a handyman, 
and always offered help to friends and neighbors in 
need, putting others before himself. Thomas loved 
music and movies, passions that he passed on to his 
two children through long car rides listening to CDs, 
and afternoon movie marathons. Thomas touched the 
lives of many with his kindness, sense of humor, and 
wit. Those who knew him will always cherish the 
memories they made together. A Celebration of 
Thomas’ Life will take place this Thursday, March 31, 
2022 at Funk Funeral Home, 35 Bellevue Ave., Bristol 
from 10 to 11:30am. A catholic service will be con- 
ducted in the funeral home at 11:30. Interment will be 
private and at a later date. To leave an online condo- 
lence go to Thomas’ memorial page at www.funkfuner- 


alhome.com 
— 
wet Funk’ S Since 1865 
: www.FunkFuneralHome.com 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Dumond, Reno 


Reno Dumond, 82, of Bristol, 

beloved husband of Rolande 

(Caron) Dumond, died = on 

Friday (March 25, 2022) at St. 

Francis Hospital. Reno was 

born in St. Agatha, ME on July 

10, 1939 and was a son of the 

late Alsime and Leda (Lagasse) 

Dumond. He was raised in St. 

/ Agatha before enlisting to 

' serve in the United States 

SS Army. He and Rolande married 

ag moved to Bristol in 1967 where he would enjoy a 

career as a union carpenter with Local 24 until retiring 

in 2002. He was known for his sense of humor; his 

laugh could light up a room. He was a parishioner of 

St. Gregory the Great Church, Bristol. In addition to his 

wife of 54 years, Reno is survived by two daughters: 

Michele Winiarski and husband, Tom of Bristol, and 

Dawn Moore and husband, Tim Rogers of Maine; one 

brother: Roland Dumond of Windsor; a sister: Nancy 

Berube and husband, Donald of Bristol; five grandchil- 

dren: Leah, Luke, Lyle, Lucy Winiarski, and Tyler Moore 

and wife, Elizabeth; and many nieces and nephews. He 

was predeceased by six brothers: Norman, Lawrence, 

Gilbert, Gilman, Gerald, and Emelio Dumond, and three 

Sisters: Edwina Dufour, Lena Hebert, and Alphena 

Chase. Funeral services will be held on Wednesday 

(March 30, 2022) at 10:30 AM from Funk Funeral Home, 

35 Bellevue Ave., Bristol, to St. Gregory the Great 

Church, 235 Maltby St., Bristol, for a Mass of Christian 

Burial at 11:30 AM. Military honors will follow the 

Mass. Burial will be at the convenience of the family. 

Relatives and friends may call at Funk Funeral Home on 

Tuesday between 5 and 7 PM. Please visit Reno's me- 
morial web-site at www.FunkFuneralHome.com 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Egan, Rita L. 


Rita (Larose) Egan of West 
Hartford, beloved wife, mother, 
grandmother, relative and 
friend, passed away Tuesday 
Evening March 22, at age 90, 
Surrounded by her loving fam- 
ily. Born in Hartford on June 
22. 1931 of the late Irene and 
Emilien Larose. She graduated 
from Mount Saint Joseph and 
then attended Hillyer College 
where she learned her short- 
hand skills. She married the love of her life, John Egan, 
in 1954, and they eventually moved to West Hartford 
where they lived since 1970. She is survived by her 
children John, Richard, Matthew and wife Lynn, 
Christopher and her sister Lucille Lockwood. She was 
preceded in death by her loving husband John, daugh- 
ter Barbara and brother Rene Larose all of whom she 
dearly loved. Rita had two grandchildren, Matthew and 
Jenna Egan and many nieces and nephews. Rita always 
had a smile and kind words to share with everyone who 
knew her. Her positivity and generosity will always be 
remembered and greatly missed. She was the family 
historian, telling tales of the past and of every item in 
the house all of which had a meaningful story. Along 
with her husband, John, they managed Egan Greenhouse 
and Garden Center. Rita had a passion for plants, flow- 
ers and loved spending time speaking with customers. 
She had the gift of gab to say the least. She also en- 
joyed spending time with her close friends of 60+ 
years, “The Knitters” who somehow never produced 
any knitted items. A special thanks goes to the team at 
Hartford Hospital Comfort Care for their compassion- 
ate care giving. Calling hours will be Thursday March 
31st, 6~8 PM Molloy Funeral Home, 906 Farmington 
Ave., West Hartford. Her funeral Mass of Christian 
Burial will be Friday, April 1st 10:00 AM at Our Lady Of 
Sorrows, 79 New Park Ave., Hartford, CT 06106. Burial 
will follow in Mt. St. Benedict Cemetery, Bloomfield. 
Donations in her memory may be made to Our Lady of 
Sorrows Church. Directions and online expressions of 
Sympathy may be made at www.molloyfuneralhome. 
com 


Molloy Funeral Home 


906 FARMINGTON AVENUE 
WEST HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06119 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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Gutfran, Ronald Berne 


Ronald Berne Gutfran, 77, of 
West Simsbury, beloved hus- 
band of Dolores (Pedemonti) 
Gutfran, died Sunday, March 
27, 2022 at his home sur- 
rounded by his loving family. 
He was born May 31, 1944 in 
Hartford, son of the late 
Edward F. and Berne 
(Sadowski) Gutfran, and was 
a lifelong resident’ of 
Simsbury. He Studied 
arketice at Senta Connecticut State University. Mr. 
Gutfran was a successful Real Estate Investor for many 
years prior to his retirement. He was a member of St. 
Catherine of Siena Church in West Simsbury and the 
Knights of Columbus Bishop John J. Nilan Council No. 
2758. Ron enjoyed traveling, spending time at his 
Adirondack (Blue Mountain Lake) house fishing, and 
hunting. He instilled this love of nature and traveling in 
his children and grandchildren. 
In addition to his loving wife of 53 years, Ron is sur- 
vived by his daughters, Corinne Snyder and husband 
Stephen of Denver, CO; Jean Marie Gutfran and husband 
Anthony Tarnowski, Jr. of Charlestown, RI; Rebecca Soto 
and husband Marcus of Essex, NY and Kayla Gutfran 
of West Simsbury; his son, Edward Gutfran and wife 
Rochelle of West Simsbury; his grandchildren, Mason 
and Tobin Snyder, Malia and Skylar Tarnowski, Lilliana 
Soto and Alexander and Zoe Gutfran and his cousins, 
Joan Lucco of Ellicott City, Maryland, and Richard Ross. 
He was predeceased by his brother, Philip Gutfran of 
The Village of Lynne Haven, FL. 
Calling hours will be held on Wednesday, March 30th 
from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM at the Vincent Funeral Home, 
880 Hopmeadow Street in Simsbury. Funeral Mass 
of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 10:00 AM on 
Thursday, March 31st, at St. Catherine of Siena Church, 
265 Stratton Brook Road in West Simsbury. Burial and 
reception to follow. In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made to the Adirondack Council or Catholic Relief 
Service. Please visit Ron’s Book of Memories at www. 
vincentfuneralhome.com for online tributes. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Loebell, Victoria (Ketterer) 


=~ Victoria Ketterer Loebell 

=. loving mother, traveler, and 

’ music teacher - passed away 

on Sunday, March 20, 2022 at 

the Hospital of Central 

Connecticut New _ Britain 

Campus at the age of 68. She 

Spent fifty-four years as a 

funny, empathetic, passion- 

ate music teacher and musi- 

cian. After a spinal cord injury 

in 2007, she retired and did 

her best to enjoy life despite her injury. She grew up 

singing in choir and learning to play the bassoon and 

the guitar. Her musical talent inspired her to study 

abroad at the Kodaly Institute in Hungary and pursue 

her Master of Music at Temple University. Victoria’s 

Studies overseas inspired her to become a founder of 

the Southern New England Area Kodaly Educators (for- 

merly SNAKE; now KESNE). She taught music education 

and theory at the University of Hartford, Bugbee 

Elementary School in West Hartford and Squadron Line 

Elementary School in Simsbury. Victoria was a fighter 

who continued to inspire those around her. Her singing 
will be dearly missed. 

Should friends desire, contributions may be sent to 

Wings for Life at https://www.wingsforlife.com/us/ 

to support spinal cord injury research in Victoria’s 

memory. 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Menhennett, Timothy L. 


<yith, Timothy “Tim” L. Menhennett, 58, of South 
&x~% Windsor, loving husband of Celeste M. 
Oo * * Lewis, passed away unexpectedly on 
CORE ~—_ Wednesday, March 23, 2022. Tim was born 
on April 17, 1963, in Binghamton, New York, son of 
Thomas Menhennett of Binghamton and the late Maria 
(Cole) Snopek. He was raised in Binghamton, and was a 
graduate of Chenango Forks High School, Class of 1981. 


Tim was employed at Tele-Networks Inc. in South 
Windsor for several years. He attended St. Margaret 
Mary Catholic Church. Tim was an avid dog lover and 
outdoorsman. He enjoyed fishing, riding motorcycles 
and he was a dedicated fan of the New York Yankees 
and New York Giants. Tim was a generous caring man 
who loved his family and would help anyone in need. 
He continues to help others as Tim was an organ donor 
at the time of his passing. 


In addition to his love Celeste, he leaves their son 
Benjamin Menhennett of South Windsor, his four sib- 
lings Holly Oberhaus, Richard Menhennett, Matthew 
Menhennett and Heather Menhennett all of New York, 
his three sisters-in-law Michele VonKaenel and her 
husband John of North Granby, CT, Marce Lewis of 
Biloxi, MS and Jonnell Lewis-Factor of Casselberry, FL 
and numerous nieces, nephews, and their families. Tim 
was predeceased by his brother Thomas Menhennett. 


Please join us at the Memorial Mass to be celebrated 
on Saturday, April 2, 2022, at 11:00 AM at St. Margaret 
Mary Catholic Church, 80 Hayes Road in South Windsor, 
CT 06074. Burial will be private. There are no calling 
hours. Samsel & Carmon Funeral Home in South Windsor 
has care of the arrangements. In lieu of flowers, me- 
morial contributions may be made to the ASPCA or to 
the American Heart Association. To leave an online 
condolence please visit www.carmonfuneralhome.com 


ij CARMON 


Community Funeral Homes 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 





Mokritsky, Cora Frances 


Cora Frances Mokritsky, 93, of Wethersfield, passed 
away on Saturday (February 26, 2022) at Hartford 
Hospital. She was born on February 6, 1929 a daughter 
of Joseph and Antoinette (Kazmierczak) Mokritsky. 
Cora retired from the State of Connecticut where she 
worked as a Graphic Artist. She was a parishioner of 
Church of the Incarnation in Wethersfield. She leaves 
behind her beloved cat “Joey” and many friends, family 
members, and close neighbors. 

A graveside service will be held on Friday (April 1, 
2022) at 10 AM in the Rose Hill Memorial Park, 580 
Elm St.Rocky Hill, where she will be interred with her 
parents in the family plot. In lieu of flowers donations 
may be made in Cora's name to the Church of the 
Incarnation, 544 Prospect St. Wethersfield, CT. 06109, 
or the Connecticut Humane Society, 701 Russell Road, 
Newington, CT 06111. Please share online expressions 
of sympathy, memories, or photo tributes at www. 
rosehillfuneralhomes.com. 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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Montgomery, Mark Spencer 


Mark Spencer Ibrahim Montgomery died March 19, 
2022, at the Federal Medical Center in Lexington, K.Y. 
after a long Illness. He was 72. 


During his career, he worked 5 years at Pratt and 
Whitney Aircraft in Middletown, CT for Ken Stuke and 
Ray Smollen, building and installing electronic control 
systems for testing jet engines. He lived 19 years 
in midtown Manhattan, NYC, where he spent part of 
almost every day at the sailboat pond in Central Park 
with a community of other enthusiasts, watching the 
activities of the famous family of red-tailed hawks. 


He loved information and all genres of music but was 
particularly fond of blues and hip-hop. The hip-hop 
community called him “Lil Mark.” 


He and Consuelo Henad de Tabares were married July 
6, 1974 in Pereira, Colombia, South America and had 
two daughters, Tulia and Cassia. 


He was predeceased by his parents, Spencer 
Montgomery, Jr and Mary Ellen Venturini Waller 
Montgomery, a brother, Spencer Montgomery Ill, all of 
Suffield, CT, and by almost all of his friends. He is 
Survived by his beloved brother, William Waller, IV, of 
Jupiter, FL, a sister, Mary Ellen McCarthy of Vero Beach, 
FL and two daughters, Tulia and Cassia. 


Mark was a non-practicing Muslim, whose taken name 
was Ibrahim. 


If you are so inclined, please make a donation to the 
American Cancer Society. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 





Jacques, Simone 


It is with great sadness that 
the family of Simone (Blais) 
Jacques, of East Hartford CT, 
announce her passing on 
March 27, 2022. At 100 years 
old, she passed peacefully at 
home, cherished and_ sur- 
rounded by her loving family. 


She was born on October 16, 
» Be Dis 1921, in St. Mathieu, Quebec, 
« “s™ > Canada to the late Joseph 
Blais and Georgine (Grenier) Blais. 





On April 14, 1941, she married Napoleon Jacques in 
Shawinigan Falls, Quebec. They moved to Montreal 
in 1945 and in 1948, they made the decision to come 
to America and settled in Hartford, CT, where they 
remained and raised their family. 


She dedicated her life to loving and nurturing her 
family and to her faith in God. Her greatest joy was 
Spending time with her children and family. She was 
quick to smile, would never turn down a good piece of 
chocolate or a sweet of any kind. She was a devout 
Catholic, starting her day by watching the daily mass 
on TV and ending her day by saying her rosary in the 
evening. 


Her knitted afghan blankets, prayer shawls and slip- 
pers will be cherished by her family members for years 
to come. She was an excellent seamstress and spent 
many hours sewing, making alterations, and repairing 
clothing for her family. She also liked to tend to her 
flower garden, read the daily newspaper, play cards, 
board games, listen to music, watch the birds come 
to the bird feeders, and share stories of her earlier 
years. She spent several winter vacations visiting her 
daughters in Florida. The last four years, she enjoyed 
Spending her summers at Crystal Lake at her daugh- 
ter’s lake house. Christmas was her favorite holiday 
and she would bake her traditional Christmas cookies 
and make her meat pies. 


She is survived by her seven children (and spouses), 
Robert and Rosemary Jacques of Taunton, MA; Gerard 
Jacques and Nancy Fightlin of Newington, CT; Helene 
Vaulding of Stafford Springs; Lise and Roger Carter of 
Indiantown, FL; Nelson and Barbara Jacques of Tolland, 
CT; Carol and Robert Theroux of Bonita Springs, FL; 
and Dianne and Michael Bernier of East Hartford, 
CT; with whom she lived since 2005. She is also 
Survived by eleven grandchildren, Helena LeComte, 
Kevin Waskiewicz, Kim Vail, Mark Carter, Brian Carter, 
Wendy Pisciotta, Katherine Jacques, Laura Badecker, 
Amy Bergeron, Michelle Bernier, Joseph Bernier, as 
well as by twelve great grandchildren, Keith Ricci, 
Mark Carter, Kasey Carter, Leo Carter, Max Carter, 
Elizabeth Pisciotta, Alison Pisciotta, Violet Badecker, 
Iris Badecker, Nathaniel Auperlee, Abigail Bergeron, 
Skylar Bergeron, and also by one great-great grand- 
daughter, Simone Ricci and many nieces, nephews and 
friends. She was predeceased by her loving husband 
of 72 years, Napoleon Jacques, her four brothers and 
three sisters, a grandson, Ryan Bergeron, a son-in- 
law, Richard Vaulding, and her grandson's wife, Dawn 
Waskiewicz. As the matriarch of this large family, the 
lack of her presence will be felt greatly. 


The family would like to thank the staff at Masonicare 
Home Health and Hospice, and Veronica, Delrose and 
Chery of Second Chance Home Care for taking such 
wonderful care of our mom. 


Calling hours will be held on March 31st, 2022, at the 
John F. Tierney Funeral Home, 219 West Center Street, 
Manchester, CT from 9:30 am -11 am, followed by an 
11:30 am Catholic Mass in celebration of her life at 
the Church of the Assumption, 29 South Adams Street, 
Manchester, CT. Burial will follow at the Silver Lane 
Cemetery,1280 Silver Lane, East Hartford, CT. 


Memorial donations may be made in her memory to the 
Office of Radio and Television, Archdiocese of Hartford, 
15 Peach Orchard Rd., Prospect, CT 06712, or at http:// 
ortv.org/donate.html; Masonicare Home Health and 
Hospice, 77 Hartland St., East Hartford, CT 06108. For 
online condolences, please visit www.tierneyfuneral- 
home.com. 
JOHN E 


Ne CrPLEL 
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Morais, John C. 


© John C. Morais, 59, of Berlin, 

Meee beloved husband of Ria 

(Tarigan) Morais, died Friday, 

i March 25, 2022. Born in Santa 

—» Maria, Acores, Portugal, son of 

Aldina (Reis) Morais and the 

late Antonio Morais, came to 

the Hartford area in 1966. He 

was employed at ABB Inc, 

Bloomfield. Besides his wife 

and mother he leaves a son 

James D. Morais, a daughter 

Sabrina A. Morais, two brothers Jorge and Dinarte 

Morais, two sisters Teresa Braga and Maria Crockett 
and six nieces and nephews. 

Calling hours will be Thursday, March 31 from 9:30am 

-11:00am at Sheehan Hilborn Breen Funeral Home, 1084 

New Britain Avenue, West Hartford. A Mass of Christian 

Burial will be at 11:30am at Our Lady of Fatima Church, 

Hartford. Burial will follow in Mt. St. Benedict Cemetery, 

Bloomfield. Online condolences may be made at www. 

SheehanHilbornBreen.com 


Sheehan Hilborn Breen 
FUNERAL HOME 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Lynskey, Elizabeth (Halloran) 


Elizabeth “Betty” (Halloran) 
Lynskey, 91 of Westbrook 
~~ died Friday (March 25) sur- 
4) rounded by family. She was 
= | the wife of the late Thomas J. 
Lynskey Jr. Betty was born in 
Hartford, CT on August 18, 
1930 the daughter of the late 
Joseph J. Halloran and Ann 
(Haertl) Halloran. 
Betty grew up in Windsor 
Locks and was a graduate 
of Windsor Locks High School. Betty and Tom lived in 
Enfield and St. Louis, MO before settling in Westbrook 
in 1966. Betty retired from the Town of Westbrook 
Public Health Nursing Service as an Administrative 
Assistant. She was a parishioner of St Mark Church, and 
a member the Pukwana Club of Westbrook, and served 
on the Visiting Nurses and Public Health Board for the 
Westbrook Public Health Nursing Service. A talented 
artist, she also enjoyed watercolor painting classes at 
The Estuary in Old Saybrook. Betty loved the sun and 
the beach, both in Westbrook and while wintering in 
Hillsboro Beach FL. Betty is survived by her loving fam- 
ily, daughter Daryl (Len) Carpentier, son Patrick (Linda) 
Lynskey, daughter Doreen (Ed) Staskelunas, brother 
Joseph (Anna) Halloran, sister-in-law Zelda Halloran, 
several nieces and nephews, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. She was predeceased by her son Mark 
Lynskey, brother Thomas Halloran, sister-in-law and 
brother-in-law Muriel and Bob Quinlivan and grandson 
Eddie Staskelunas. 
Visitation will be held on Wednesday, March 30 from 
5:00PM to 7:00PM at the Robinson, Wright & Weymer 
Funeral Home, 34 Main Street in Centerbrook. A Mass 
of Christian Burial will be celebrated on Thursday, 
March 31 at 11:00AM at Saint Mark the Evangelist 
Church, 222 McVeagh Road in Westbrook. Burial will 
be immediately following at Resurrection Cemetery, 
Route 145 in Westbrook. Memorial donations can be 
made in Betty's name to Westbrook Visiting Nurse and 
Public Health Office, 866 Boston Post Rd, Westbrook, 
CT 06498 or the Eddie Staskelunas Scholarship Fund, 1 
Hapenny Lane, Higganum CT 06441. To share a memory 
of Betty or send a condolence to her family please visit 
www.rwwfth.com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


= 


-~ 
- 
‘ 
R 4 


Schilke Jr., Edward 
Same, Edward Schilke, Jr., 79, of 
- Middletown, beloved hus- 
band of Joanne (Pernice) 
P Schilke, passed away peace- 
; ay - | _ fully on March 25, 2022, after 
\ Born in Middletown, he was 
<—~ )® the son of Edward, Sr. and 
5 sm Martha (Schroeder) Schilke 
| | and was predeceased by his 
red . sister Susan E. Todd. After 
= graduating Woodrow Wilson 
Station, a business established by his father in 1922. 
He later became manager of the power plant at 
Connecticut Valley Hospital. Ed was an active member 
of the First United Methodist Church, St. John’s Masonic 
Grand Lodge #2 AF, Sphinx Shriners including the False 
Alarmers and the Caravan Club, Valley of Hartford 
Massachusetts, the Elks, was on the Board of Directors 
of Pine Grove Cemetery, and was a Lieutenant in the 
Army National Guard. An avid outdoorsman, Ed enjoyed 
playing golf, boating, fishing, traveling, and learning to 
fly. He was fun loving, felt at home on the water, and 
was always there to lend a helping hand. He leaves his 
Schilke (Jacquelyn Groeper) and Beth Kilian (John 
Kilian) and his grandchildren Caroline, Kathryn and Jack 
Kilian. Family and friends may call on Wednesday, 
March 30, 2022, from 5:00-7:00pm at the Doolittle 
Funeral Home. Funeral services will be held at the 
Doolittle Funeral Home on Thursday, March 31, 2022, at 
convenience of the family. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations 
in Ed's memory to the Shriners Hospital for Children 
and/or the ALS Association. To share memories or send 
condolences to the family, please visit www.doolittle- 
funeralservice.com. 


a courageous battle with ALS. 

High School, Ed began working at Schilke’s Service 

Scottish Rite Freemasons, Melha_ Shriners in 

wife Joanne (Pernice) of 56 years, daughters Karyn 

10:00am. Burial service will be private and held at the 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 





Munson, Dottie 


Dottie M. Munson, 89 of East 
Hartford died peacefully at 
home, surrounded by her 
daughters on Wednesday, 
March 23, 2022. Dottie was 
born December 14, 1932 in 
Hartford and has resided in 
East Hartford since 1970. She 
was a longtime member of 
The Salvation Army, 
Manchester Corps. She re- 
tired from the State of CT, 
DCF in 1995. Dottie is predeceased by her husband, 
Verne and sister, Lillian. She is survived by her sister 
Esther, her three daughters, Julie Munson, Lori and 
husband Martyn Laitt, Karen and husband Casey 
Bilorey, two granddaughters Chelsea and Katelyn and 
two great granddaughters, Raelynn and Olivia. Dottie 
was passionate about her family, her friends and her 
faith. She will be greatly missed. 


Graveside Service will be held Wednesday, March 30th 
at 11:00 am at Cedar Hill Cemetery in Hartford followed 
by A Celebration of Life 12:30pm at The Salvation Army, 
661 Main Street 06040, Manchester CT 


In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made in 


memory of Dottie Munson too : The Salvation Army, 
Manchester Corps Ministry Endowment Fund, 661 Main 
St. Manchester, CT 06040 or to Dementia Society of 
America www.DementiaSociety.org/donate. 


Please visit Holmeswatkinsfuneralhome.com to leave a 
condolence for the family. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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Greika, Kenneth 


Kenneth “Kendog” P. Greika, 
traveled across the universe 
on Sunday, March 27, 2022 to 
shine brightly among the 
Stars. He was born to the late 
Vincent and Phyllis Greika of 
the Staffordville section of 
Stafford August 8, 1952. A 
lover of astronomy, music 
and John Lennon, he spent 
many years observing, listen- 
ing and collecting. His Knowl- 
edge in these areas was unsurpassed. 
“Kendog” led a simple lifestyle. He was happy with very 
little and preferred a quiet, peaceful existence. Some 
might say he was a true hippie. He started his career 
in the historic woolen mills of Stafford Springs, CT, 
where he was given his nickname, “Kendog”. He went 
on to work at Carris Reels, in Hazardville, CT where he 
retired after 40+ years. He is survived by his daughter, 
Rachel Henry, two granddaughters, Maya Henry of 
Uxbridge, MA and Zoey Allen of Ellington, CT, a brother, 
Gordon Greika (Sharon) of Stafford, CT, a sister, Brenda 
Greika of Montpelier, VT, and several nieces and neph- 
ews and their children. In addition to his parents, he 
was predeceased by his brother, Gregory Greika. Look 
upwards to the heavens tonight. The brightest star you 
will see will be “Kendog”. This star was named in his 
honor and will forever shine down on us all. Imagine. 
A calling hour will be held on Friday, April 1, 2022 from 
10-11 A.M., with a funeral service to take place at 11 
A.M., at Introvigne Funeral Home, Inc., 51 East Main 
St., Stafford Springs, CT. Burial will follow in St. Edward 
Cemetery, Stafford Springs, CT. Memorial donations 
may be made to the donor&#39;s choice. To leave a 
condolence online for the family, please visit: www. 
introvignefuneralhome.com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 





Safner, Vincent F. 


Vincent Florian Safner, 
“Vinnie,” 66, of Salem, NY 
passed away on _ Saturday, 
March 26 in his home sur- 
rounded by loving family. He 
was born in Stafford CT, son 
of the late Florian and 
Magdalen (Weber) Safner. 


Vinnie was passionate about 
aviation and caring for his 
family. 


He worked in corporate aviation for 43 years at United 
Technologies Corp. UTFlight, beginning in 1977 as a me- 
chanic, and retiring in 2020 as Director of Maintenance. 


In his free time, he was an avid radio control airplane 
hobbyist, and an active member of many RC clubs, no- 
tably Tobacco Valley Fliers in South Windsor, Northern 
Connecticut RC Club, and Wintonbury Flying Club. 
Vinnie was an expert builder, flier, and especially en- 
joyed teaching others to fly. 


Vinnie loved spending time outdoors, including cycling 
along the Farmington Valley Rail Trail, and helping his 
wife garden and turn their backyard into an edible 
paradise. 


A dedicated family man, he was very proud of his 
children and was looking forward to spending a quiet 
retirement in the countryside of Salem, NY. Vinnie and 
his wife had recently moved there from their longtime 
home in West Suffield, CT. 


Vinnie is survived by his loving wife of 38 years, Trish 
(Keefe) Safner; his son, Ryan and his wife Elana; his 
daughter Victoria ("Tori"); his grandson Miles Safner; 
three siblings, the late Peter Safner and his wife 
Jacqueline (Finch), Monica Collette and her husband 
Bill, and Florian Safner, his husband Dana Sasse and 
Christopher Stauffer; and several nieces and nephews. 


The family would like to thank Tracy, Karen, and 
Chaplain Mike at Community Hospice for their excel- 
lent and compassionate care. 


Family and friends may gather for visiting hours on 
Saturday, April 2, 2022 at 11 am at the Fellowship Hall 
at Copper Hill United Methodist Church in East Granby, 
CT. A memorial service will be held at 1 pm on site, 
with a reception to follow. 


In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made 
to The Community Hospice Foundation, 310 South 
Manning Boulevard, Albany, NY 12208. 


To offer condolences to the family, please visit www. 
gariepyfuneralhomes.com 

McClellan-Gariepy Funeral Home, Inc. in Salem, NY is 
assisting the family with arrangements. 





Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 









Drenaten. Marvin Donald 


| Marvin Donald Orenstein, 81, 
of South Windsor and formerly 
of Southington, a beloved and 
devoted father, grandfather, 
great grandfather, brother and 
friend, passed away peacefully 
at home on Saturday, March 
26, 2022 surrounded by his 

» loving family. Born in Hartford, 
the son of the late Samuel and 
Fay (Gold) Orenstein, he grew 

ai up and lived in Hartford, 
Windsor Locks and Southington before moving to South 
Windsor nine years ago. Prior to his retirement in 
2003, Marvin was employed by Carling Technologies, 
Inc. in Plainville for 30 years. He was an avid hunter 
and fisherman, who loved to dance and spend time 
with his friends at the beach. Marvin was a car enthu- 
Siast and he enjoyed classic cars and going to car 
shows where he won many trophies with his 1951 Ford 
and his 1976 Chevrolet Corvette. Marvin was a mem- 
ber of the Connecticut Valley Car Club for many years. 
He was always continually active, and he enjoyed living 
life to the fullest. He is survived by his children, Stacy 
Amos and her husband Ed of South Windsor, and 
Michael Orenstein and his wife Laurie of Temecula, CA; 
his three grandchildren, Joshua Amos and his wife Sara 
of Enfield, Rachael Amos Garcia and her husband Josue 
of Vernon, and Robyn Orenstein of Temecula, CA; his 
great granddaughter, Everlee Amos of Enfield; his 
brother, Howard Orenstein and his wife Marcia of San 
Diego, CA. Funeral services will be held on Tuesday, 
March 29, 2022 at 3 PM at the Samsel & Carmon Funeral 
Home, 419 Buckland Road, South Windsor. His family 
will receive friends at the funeral home on Tuesday 
from 2:30 PM to 3 PM. Burial will be private. Memorial 
donations in Marvin's memory may be made to the 
Alzheimer’s Association CT Chapter, 200 Executive 
Boulevard, Southington, CT 06489-1058. For online 
condolences and guest book, please visit www.car- 
montuneralhome. com 
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Weidlich, Robert Howard 


It is with broken hearts that we announce the passing of our husband, father, uncle, grand- 
father, great-grandfather, brother and friend Robert Howard Weidlich on Friday, March 25, 
2022 with his loving family by his side. Robert was a generous, gentle, loving father and a 
delighted grandfather and great-grandfather. A gentleman to the core, but most of all, a 
devoted husband and best friend to his wife of 45 years, Gay Eleanor Sinnott (Zawerton) 
| Weidlich. 


Bob's story begins on December 21, 1934 in Hartford CT, the first son of the late Ernest 
Herman Weidlich and Theresa Edna Howard Weidlich. He grew up in and attended schools 
= in Rocky Hill, CT. He also attended St. Peter's and St. Joseph's schools in Hartford, CT and 


AS a 12 year old Robert cared for farm animals near his family home in Rocky Hill, eventually owning his own pure- 
bred heifer named “Carnation” (a 4-H project). Between paper routes, trapping and farm work, most of the money 
he earned was used to help with household and family expenses. When Bob was 14 he was trapping muskrats in 
local streams. He prepared the skins for shipment to Sears-Roebuck in Chicago for which he was paid $2.00 a pelt. 


Following his graduation from UCONN Bob was employed by the State of Connecticut Dairy Veterans Home & 
Hospital; Herdsman for Eastern States Farmers Exchange (now Agway) in Manchester and Ellington, CT. 

Bob loved dairy farming but later paid the bills as a mason contractor, masonry estimator and masonry instructor 
for the State of Connecticut, Department of Education. In 1955 Bob married Patricia MacNeil, and to better support 
his growing family of four he became a Masonry Apprentice, and then a Mason Contractor, co-owning D&W Mason 
Contractors. During the 1970s he taught “Manpower Development Training” for the Federal Government at the Skill 
Center in Hartford CT where his job was to retrain and teach masonry skills to veterans returning home from the 
Vietnam War. 


Robert was destined to be a teacher and a nurturer of others. In 1971 he was hired as a Masonry Instructor for 
the State of Connecticut, Department of Education at A.|. Prince Vocational Technical High School. Bob became 
Department Head of the Masonry Department in 1979. He also taught blueprint reading to adults who attended night 
School. Robert was the recipient of the “Teacher of the Year” award at A.I. Prince Technical School in 1985. Bob was 
an energetic and inspiring teacher who taught his students a skill with which they could make a good living. He 
impressed upon them the need for hard work, commitment to their trade and honesty in their dealings. Bob retired 
from his position at Prince Tech in 1988. It was not unusual for Bob's former students to call or visit him during the 
years after he left A.|. Prince. As the years went by he would very often run into former students who recognized 
him immediately, and thanked him for being such a great teacher. He later enjoyed masonry estimating for Cristaldo 
Masonry in Newington CT for thirteen years and he retired in 2001. 


Bob always loved animals, the land, and growing his own flowers and vegetables was a joy. He will always be 
remembered for his compassion for animals and love of horse racing. While living in Wethersfield he always had a 
big vegetable garden where his grandchildren enjoyed helping him. They loved to stand amid the tall sunflowers, 
pick peas (which would be eaten immediately!) tomatoes and green beans. Folks who walked by his home always 
complimented him on the beauty of the flower gardens. After moving to Vernon he continued “farming” by growing 
lettuce, spinach, beans, tomatoes and many kinds of flowers in patio pots. 


Robert gave of his time very generously and was involved in multiple volunteer programs: in the Cardiac Department 
at St. Francis Hospital, and the “On Your Side” program at WFSB, Channel 3 in Hartford. In Wethersfield CT he 
was a “Friendly Shopper” (groceries for the home-bound), delivered Meals on Wheels to the elderly, and regularly 
Supported the Food Bank. He was a generous supporter of the South Green Shelter for Men in Hartford, and the 
Cornerstone Shelter & Soup Kitchen in Vernon CT. In addition, he volunteered for the Community Renewal Teams 
Elementary Reading Program (America Reads) at various elementary schools in Vernon, CT. 

Bob very much enjoyed time spent at Cape Cod with his children, grandchildren and great-grandson. Bob’s parents 
began annual Cape Cod vacations in 1942 and thus began his life-long love for the Cape. Taking his children and 
later all the grandkids on vacation to Cape Cod, or helping Gay to plan special day trips with the kids, gave him that 
“special time” and memories that we all enjoy with our family members. 


Robert had many interests and was a faithful, dedicated, loyal New York Yankees fan, he always had room for “one 
more member in my Yankees Fan Club” which he generously offered to every Red Sox fan he met. During the winter 
he was a faithful follower of the UCONN Women’s and Men's Basketball teams, and attended many of the Women’s 
games. But the most exciting time of the year for Bob was when that first pitch was thrown, and the first home 
run was scored at the Yankees Spring training games. He also enjoyed thoroughbred racing, especially in Saratoga 
Springs, NY. In 1998 he won first place at the Sports Haven Thoroughbred Handicapping Tournament in New Haven 
CT. He was a former member of the Rocky Hill Elks, Lions Club and a current member of Friendship-Tuscan Masonic 
Lodge #145 in Manchester, CT. 


Robert will be loved and deeply missed every single day by his wife, Gay, and his entire family. His passing will leave 
a gigantic hole in the lives of his beloved grandchildren Cheryl and Jessica Benanti; Jason, Lea and Emily Weidlich; 
Ryan Zawerton and Hailey Lombardi; Angela Zawerton (Derek) Craig; his great-grandson James Benanti; children 
Daniel Zawerton (Nancy), and Susan Zawerton Miller (Stephen). Grandchildren John (Stern) Walling and Ashley Stern 
Walling Hosig; and Gregory Ramsey and Kara Ramsey Lewis. Ten greatgrandsons: Fabien Ramsey, Elijah Ramsey, lan 
Ramsey, Marquis Williams, Jakari Roberts, Trevon Roberts, Louis Sanchez, Dawood Gibes, Tyler Gibes, Justice Gibes, 
and three great-granddaughters: Julianna Sanchez and Laniya Gibes and Everlee Hosig. 


The greatest tragedy of Bob's life was the loss of his cherished children: his son, John Francis Weidlich in 2001, 
daughter Kathleen Marie Weidlich Ramsey in 2005, stepdaughter Laura Kathleen Zawerton in 2007, daughter Jean 
Elizabeth Weidlich Stern in 2008, and daughter Karen Leah Weidlich Pease in 2012. We rejoice that Robert is now 
happily reunited with his beautiful children in heaven today. 


Robert will be mourned by his sisters: Nancy Weidlich Ward, Susan Weidlich Dickinson (Hugh), and Lorraine Weidlich 
Blinn; his brothers: David (Sheila), Jimmy (Carol), and Tom (Sue). He is alSo survived by nieces Sara Ward Cetola (Ted), 
Julie Weildlich (Russ), Jennifer Dickinson Kennedy (Chris), Peggy Blinn Farley (Steve). 


Nephews: Michael Dickinson, Tim (Nicole) Weidlich and their beautiful daughter Avery, and Raymond Blinn Jr. Great- 
nephew: Kenny Blinn and son Colton. Great-great nephew Kenny Blinn and Great-great nieces Racheal, Magen, 
Caitlin, and Morgan Blinn. As well as other nieces, nephews and extended family members. Bob will be fondly 
remembered by many, many friends including Richard and Linda Berson, Bob and Pauline Hale, Dick and Elaine Clark 
and Steve Aldi. He was very much loved and admired by all because of his caring and concern for others which he 
demonstrated every day of his life in so many ways. 


Bob was very special: caring, devoted, kind, patient, loving, generous to a fault and fiercely loyal. He cherished his 
family, and was always ready to help in any way possible. He lived his life giving whatever he could, and offered 
genuine friendship to all. Bob was well-known for his strong work ethic, positive attitude, sense of humor, and most 
of all for his love of family and friends. Words cannot ever fully convey how much we will miss this wonderful, loving 
husband, father, grandfather, great-grandfather, brother and uncle every day of our lives until we are all together 
again. 


A Mass of Christian Burial will be held Friday, April 1, 2022, 11:00 AM at Christ The King Parish/Corpus Christi 
Church, 601 Silas Deane Hwy. Wethersfield, CT 06109. Entombment will follow in Cedar Hill Cemetery, Hartford. An 
intimate gathering for immediate family only will follow the services. We appreciate your understanding. Visiting 
hours will be Thursday, March 31st at the Dillon Baxter Funeral Home, 1276 Berlin Tpke. Wethersfield, CT 06109 from 
4 to 7 PM. To share a memory with the family, please visit www.dillonbaxter.com 


In lieu of flowers, please make a donation to Shriners Hospital for Children, 516 Carew Street, Springfield MA 01104; 
or https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/en/locations/new-england 
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Zlotkowski, Chester T. 


Chester T. Zlotkowski, 88, of 
Newington, husband of the 
late Dolores  (Propiescus) 
Zlotkowski passed away 
peacefully at home March 23, 
2022. Born in New Haven, son 
of the late Chester and Mary 
(Sobolewski) Zlotkowski. After 
attending schools in New 
Haven, Chester went on to 
serve in the United States 
Army. He was an avid sports 
| fan of the Boston Red Sox, 
New England Patriots and UConn Basketball. 
Chester leaves behind his children, Sandra 
Zilotkowski, Terri and her husband Mark 
Allen, and Thomas Zlotkowski; his grand- 
children: Lauren Allen, Megan Allen and Shannon Drozd 
and her husband Nelson as well as many nieces and 
nephews. 
Chester's family would like to thank the Honorable 
Hearts, especially Joy, Masonic Care Hospice at 
Home and Trinity Health of New England for all their 
compassion. 
Funeral services for Chester will be held on Thursday, 
March 31 at 10:00 a.m. at the Duksa Family Funeral 
Homes at Newington Memorial, 20 Bonair Ave. 
Newington, followed by military honors. Family and 
friends, may call Thursday morning from 8:30 a.m.- 
10:00 a.m. prior to his service. Chester will be lov- 
ingly laid to rest privately in West Meadow Cemetery, 
Newington. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made 
to the American Heart Association, PO Box 417005, 
Boston, MA 02241-7005. To share a memory with 
Chester's family, please visit us at www.duksa.net 
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In Loving Memory Of 
MARIANNE F CAPOBIANCO 


3/29/42 - 8/26/02 


Marianne 

Your life was a blessing, your memory a treasure 

You are loved beyond words and missed beyond measure 
We love you 
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on courant.com. 





Don’t let the story go untold. 


Hartford Courant 


ee Media group 


Legacy.com 





Share your loved one’s story. 
placeanad.courant.com/obituaries 

















20-year, $75M proposal contingent on 
company winning helicopter contract 


By Kaitlin McCallum 
Hartford Courant 


The state of Connecticut will 
provide Sikorsky helicopter parent 
Lockheed Martin with $75 million 
in incentives in exchange for the 
company keeping its headquar- 
ters and more than 7,000 jobs in 
Connecticut through 2042 in a 


proposed deal announced by Gov. 
Ned Lamont on Monday. 

The agreement is contin- 
gent both on legislative approval 
and Sikorsky winning a federal 
contract for at least one new line 
of helicopters. Lockheed Martin 
on Monday submitted a bid for a 
contract to build “the next genera- 
tion” of the company’s Black Hawk 
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Deal struck to keep Sikorsky in state 


helicopters for the U.S. Army, 
Lamont said. 

The contract, likely to be 
awarded by fall, would bolster 
Sikorsky, which employs nearly 
8,000 employees at its headquar- 
ters in Stratford and four other 
Connecticut facilities. Lamont also 
noted the impact on the company’s 
242 suppliers throughout the state. 

“Tf the Army selects this, we can 
maintain our workforce,” Lamont 
said. “If the rest of the Armed 
Forces do, you will see a real 
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expansion to everything Sikorsky 
is doing. ... It’s a big opportunity for 
the state and we’re going to make 
sure we help in every way possi- 
ble” 

The agreement ensures that 
the new line of helicopters would 
be built in Connecticut. Sikorsky 
would be required to meet certain 
employment, average wage and 
capital expenditure targets, as well 
as continue diversity, equity and 
inclusion efforts at the company. 

U.S. Senator Richard Blumen- 


thal (D-Conn.), who sits on the 
Committee on Armed Forces, 
praised the announcement. 

“This amazingly exciting news 
is a credit to Sikorsky’s incredible 
new helicopter lines and world- 
class workforce. Our Congres- 
sional delegation joins Governor 
Lamont’s leadership to grow one of 
our state’s most important employ- 
ers,” said Blumenthal. “Connecti- 
cut stands strongly in support of 
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Lawmakers 
hear plans 
to improve 
Whiting 

Report finds ‘a pervasive 


atmosphere of hopelessness’ 
at psychiatric hospital 


By Eliza Fawcett 
Hartford Courant 


Members of the CVH Whiting Task 
Force, residents of Whiting Forensic 
Hospital and other speakers addressed 
state lawmakers during a marathon public 
hearing on Monday regarding proposals to 
improve the scandal-plagued state psychi- 
atric hospital in Middletown, which cares 
for people found not guilty of crimes by 
reason of insanity. 

A proposed bill, Senate Bill 450, builds 
on the recommendations of the task force, 
which was formed in the wake of the wide- 
spread issues at Whiting — a 91-bed maxi- 
mum security facility on the grounds ofthe 
Connecticut Valley Hospital in Middle- 
town — including the repeated abuse of 
psychiatric patient William Shehadi by 
hospital staff in 2017. 

“Whiting failed Bill Shehadi, and as the 
task force made clear in its report, Whit- 
ing failed many, if not all of the individuals 
under its care,’ Nancy Alisberg, the former 
director of Disability Rights Connecticut, 
told lawmakers during the public hearing 
of the Public Health Committee. Alisberg 
is also a member of the task force, which 
presented separately on Monday morning. 

Senate Bill 450 would, among other 
measures, develop a plan for the construc- 
tion of a new facility, create an advisory 
board to expand oversight of Whiting 
and form a task force to study the Psychi- 
atric Security Review Board, the entity 
that oversees people found not guilty of a 
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State senator 
to run again 
despite vow 
to step aside 


Dem Steve Cassano, 80, faces 
opposition from own party 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


Sen. Steve Cassano, a Democrat first 
elected to the Connecticut senate in 2010, 
said Monday that he will run for reelection, 
disputing statements from Manchester’s 
Democratic party leader that he had prom- 
ised to step aside. 

“T clearly want to do this term,” Cassano 
said. “There’s a lot still to be done.” 

Cassano, 80, represents Manchester, 
Glastonbury, Bolton and Marlborough. 
Manchester board of directors Minority 
Leader Jacqueline Crespan, a Republican, 
has announced she will challenge Cassano, 
but he also faces opposition from his own 
party. 

Manchester Democratic Town Commit- 
tee Chairman Mike Pohl said Monday that 
the senator and former town mayor is a 
friend, but Cassano’s promise after his last 
win not to run again “should mean some- 
thing” 

“T cannot speak for the entire DTC or 
convention on who they will endorse,” 
Pohl said. “I do know that the vast major- 
ity of members believe that Steve Cassano 
should keep his word and not run again. In 
politics, the only thing that someone has of 
meaning is their word.” 
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Braving single digit temperatures, a demonstrator attends a rally on the steps of the state Capitol in Hartford held on the ninth anniversary 
of the March for Change Rally that occurred following the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 


FINDING “TRUTH 
AND SOLUTIONS’ 


Bill proposes to declare gun violence a public health crisis in 
Connecticut. Legal gun owners just see more anti-gun legislation. 


By Taylor Hartz 
Hartford Courant 


An act that would declare gun violence a public health crisis 
in Connecticut came before the Public Health Committee on 


Monday. 


The bill, proposed by 17 Democrats earlier this month, 
pushes for the creation of a new office and advisory council 
that would aim to further prevent gun violence across the 
state. The new entities would also create a “violence data 
dashboard” to collect and share statistics about where gun 
violence occurs, why it happens and who it affects. 

The new office — dubbed the Office of Gun Violence 
Prevention — would operate under the Department of Public 
Health with the goal of “substantially decreasing” the level of 


gun violence in the state. 


Melissa Kane, Chairperson of CT Against Gun Violence — 
an organization that advocates for stricter gun laws — spoke 


during the hearing to voice support for the bill. 
Last year, 118 people in Connecticut were killed with guns 
— the highest number of gun related homicides in more than 


two decades, according to Kane. 


“The type of legislation we have passed to date is clearly 
not sufficient or appropriate in focus to address the growing 
public health crisis of community gun violence,” said Kane 


during the hearing. 


“The root causes of gun violence need to be addressed: 
Conflict needs to be deescalated and cycles of gun violence 
broken in order to reduce it, and that can only be done by 
adequately and consistently funding the organizations on the 
ground in the affected communities, the cities, who are doing 


this work,’ said Kane. 


One of the key components to addressing the root issues, 
she said, is officially declaring a public health crisis. 
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Hebron woman facing multiple charges 
of animal cruelty released from custody 


Judge orders Connelly to stop all rescues 


By Christine Dempsey 
Hartford Courant 


A Hebron woman arrested 
after authorities said they 
found more than 50 dogs, cats 
and other animals living in 
squalor at her house last week 
was released from custody on 
Monday and warned by ajudge 
to stop rescuing animals. 

“No animals at all,’ Judge 
Kathleen McNamara said 
to Joann Connelly when 
explaining the conditions of 
her release. “No shipments of 
animals. You are not to gotothe 
home.” 

Connelly, who was in 
custody on $10,000 bail after 
her arrest Friday on three 
counts of cruelty to animals, is 
scheduled to return to Superior 


Court in Rockville on April 20. 

The 59-year-old owns and 
operates CT Pregnant Dog 
and Cat Rescue, a licensed 
animal importer. The home at 
171 Porter Road where she had 
operated the rescue was found 
to be unlivable on March 23. 
There were 35 dogs, 19 cats, 
two parakeets, a pony, two 
goats and geese living in filth at 
the house, most inside, accord- 
ing to the warrant for Connel- 
ly’s arrest. 

Prosecutor Jaclyn Preville 
said the serious nature of the 
charges called for Connelly 
to continue to be held on 
bail. Michael Rodrique, the 
public defender represent- 
ing Connelly for the arraign- 
ment, said the charges are 
“three misdemeanors” and 


that Connelly has no criminal 
record. He added that Connelly, 
a nurse, didn’t report specific 
mental health problems but has 
been enduring “personal issues 
including a divorce, which is 
supposed to be finalized on 
Friday.” 

Before releasing her from 
custody, McNamara told 
Connelly, “You took it upon 
yourself to take care of every 
animal that you could.” The 
judge added that Connelly 
failed to realize there are 
people who could have helped 
her when she became over- 
whelmed. 

According to the arrest 
warrant affidavit, two animal 
control officers, an investiga- 
tor from the state Department 
of Children and Families and 
a state trooper arrived at the 
house Wednesday, talked to 


Connelly and were immedi- 
ately greeted by one loose dog 
and the overwhelming odor of 
urine and feces coming from 
the home. 

They found 12 dogs in cages 
in One room and 17 in cages in 
the second, the warrant said. 
They also found a mother with 
her five puppies in the base- 
ment. 

“The floors throughout 
the home were covered with 
sheetrock, insulation, urine 
and feces,” the warrant said, 
and the air quality was “worse 
than poor.” 

They found 14 cats in cages 
in the basement, three loose 
cats ina bathroom and two cats 
in a bedroom. There was excre- 
ment and kitty litter every- 
where, the document said. 
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Judge partially excludes 
confession in Florida 


killings from 


By Monivette Cordeiro 
Orlando Sentinel 


A judge agreed this month to 
partially exclude a confession 
made by Connecticut physical 
therapist Anthony Todt in the 
2020 killings of his wife and three 
children at their Celebration, 
Florida, home from his upcom- 
ing murder trial. 

Todt, 45, is charged with four 
counts of first-degree murder 
and one count of animal cruelty 
in the killings of his wife, 42-year- 
old Megan Todt; the couple’s 
children Alek, 13, Tyler, 11, and 
Zoe, 4; and their dog Breezy. 

He has pleaded not guilty. 

The detectives who inter- 
rogated Todt after he was 
arrested at the hospital did not 
fully inform him of his Miranda 
rights before their first inter- 
view, Circuit Judge Keith Carsten 
ruled in his March 15 order. 

Police are required to inform 
people in custody of their 
constitutional rights prior to an 
interrogation, an expectation 
established under the 1966 U.S. 
Supreme Court case “Miranda v. 
Arizona.” 

A detective with the Osceola 
County Sheriff’s Office omitted 
the warning that Todt’s state- 
ments could be used as evidence 
against him and advice about 
Todt’s right to have an attorney 
appointed if he could not afford 
one, Carsten found. 

“The Miranda warnings 
recorded on the audio tape were 
inadequate and incomplete,” 
Carsten wrote in his ruling. “... 
Regardless of [Todt’s] apparent 
lack of hesitation to speak with 
the Detectives, and their lack 
of coercion or promise, [Todt’s| 
waiver of his Miranda protec- 


Todt trial 


tion cannot be found to be know- 
ing and voluntary, as he was not 
afforded a full and complete 
advisement of his rights.” 

After Todt’s first confession 
to the killings, detectives inter- 
rogated him two more times 
and read him the full Miranda 
warning before Todt repeated 
his involvement in the deaths of 
his wife and children. Defense 
attorneys argued those inter- 
views should be excluded as well 
because Todt was suicidal and 
had diminished capacity after a 
Benadryl overdose. 

Carsten rejected those argu- 
ments, though, finding Todt 
spoke to detectives voluntarily. 

“('Todt] did not show any signs 
of hesitation of speaking with 
the Detectives in any ofthe three 
interviews,” Carsten said. “This 
is evidenced by [Todt’s] repeated 
statements to the Detectives indi- 
cating he wished to talk to them, 
wished to take responsibility, felt 
comfortable with the Detectives, 
and was not threatened at all by 
their presence or questions.” 

Federal authorities and Osce- 
ola deputies were at the fami- 
ly’s Celebration home Jan. 13, 
2020, to arrest Todt on insur- 
ance fraud charges related to his 
physical therapy business when 
they found the blanket-wrapped 
bodies of his wife, children and 
dog. 

The victims had stab wounds 
and toxic amounts of Benad- 
ryl in their bodies, according to 
autopsy reports. Although he 
initially confessed to the killings, 
Todt has since blamed his wife 
for the slayings in jailhouse writ- 
ings. 

Todt’s trial is set to begin April 
4 at the Osceola County Court- 
house. 


Two wounded in separate 
shootings over weekend 


By Christine Dempsey 
Hartford Courant 


Two men were wounded in 
separate weekend shootings in 
Hartford, police said. 

Both survived and were listed 
in stable condition. Each man 
showed up at Hartford Hospital 
for treatment, and in each case, 
police said they didn’t know 
where the shooting had taken 
place. 

The two men are the 26th and 
27th victims of gun violence 
in the capital city this year, Lt. 
Aaron Boisvert said Monday. 

The most recent shooting 
happened Sunday evening. 


Sikorsky 
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our defense manufacturers and 
their employees who are second 
to none in expertise and experi- 
ence. I will continue to fight to 
bring defense work to our state, 
which tremendously bene- 
fits Connecticut and boosts our 
nation’s security.” 

The deal will require no bond- 
ing, state economic development 
commissioner David Lehman 
said, but use sales and use offsets 
and payroll tax rebates. 


Cassano 
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In fact, Pohl said, the incum- 
bent senator also said he would 
not seek reelection in 2016 and 
2018. But Cassano said Pohl “is 
exaggerating.” 

After winning his fifth term 
in November 2018, Cassano 
had said he likely would not run 
again because of problems with 
his right knee, which required 
multiple surgeries. But in Janu- 
ary 2020, he told The Courant 
that the last surgery was success- 
ful and he was well enough to 
keep working for the foreseeable 
future. 

Cassano acknowledged saying 
after past victories that he was 
not sure if he would seek reelec- 
tion, but he said such statements 
were a natural reaction at the end 
of grueling campaigns. 

Party endorsements are set 
for early May. If he does not 
get Democrats’ official back- 
ing, Cassano said he likely will 
primary. He also said that if he 
wins in November, it will be his 
last two-year term. 

Crespan, who was born in 
Uganda during Idi Amin’s brutal 
dictatorship, said in a statement 
announcing her candidacy, “I 
have lived the American Dream.” 


Police said hospital staff called 
about 7:20 p.m. to say a man in 
his 50s had arrived for treatment 
after being shot once. 

Shortly before 2:30 a.m. Satur- 
day, a man in his 20s was shot 
once and showed up at Hartford 
Hospital, police said. 

Detectives from the depart- 
ment’s Major Crimes and Crime 
Scene divisions are investigat- 
ing both shootings. Anyone 
with information is asked to call 
the Hartford police tip line at 
860-722-8477 (TIPS). 


Christine Dempsey can be 
reached at cdempsey@courant. 
com. 


“For nearly a century, Sikorsky, 
a Lockheed Martin Company, 
has been a proud partner to 
Connecticut and business across 
the state,” Paul Lemmo, president 
of Sikorsky, said. “Our collabora- 
tion with the State of Connecti- 
cut and Gov. Ned Lamont on 
this project will sustain and help 
bring more high-tech, high-pay- 
ing jobs to the state, while 
bolstering Connecticut’s leader- 
ship in aerospace production for 
decades to come.” 

Lamont said the agreement 
would be presented to legislative 
leaders on Tuesday. 


“T know what it is like to live 
without freedom. I love the 
United States, I love Connecti- 
cut, and I truly enjoy public 
service,” Crespan said. “I want to 
help make our state safer, stron- 
ger, and more affordable. With 
support from Democrats, Inde- 
pendents, Republicans and unaf- 
filiated voters, I want to bring my 
life experience to the State Capi- 
tol to be your voice. I will be a 
senator who listens and works 
tirelessly on your behalf.” 

The self-employed business 
woman graduated from Central 
Connecticut State Univer- 
sity with a degree in computer 
science. She manages real estate 
properties in Manchester and has 
over 20 years of experience in 
information technology, accord- 
ing to anews release. 

“My life has been about 
confronting and overcoming 
challenges through hard work 
and perseverance,” Crespan 
said. “As your state senator, I 
will bring that determination to 
Hartford and fight to improve 
your quality of life every day. I 
will collaborate with people of 
all political parties to help move 
our state forward.” 


Jesse Leavenworth can be 
reached at jleavenworth@ 
courant.com 
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crime by reason of mental disease 
or defect. 

“T’ve had the sad opportunity to 
meet with individuals who have 
been deeply impacted by their 
experiences and they have been 
scarred for life, and the trajectory 
of their life has been changed 
completely,” said State Sen. Saud 
Anwar, D-South Windsor. “When 
things happen the way they have, 
it becomes a responsibility for 
the state and everyone who is 
concerned to identify what can 
be done to address this.” 

The task force, which was 
created in the spring of 2019, 
toured Whiting and CVH, 
commissioned a study on staff 
perspectives and issued a 
report with recommendations 
to improve the experience of 
patients at Whiting and create 
structures to prevent future 
instances of abuse. 

The report found widespread 
safety issues with Whiting’s 
physical environment and noted 
that “the rundown and dreary 
surroundings seem to contrib- 
ute to a palpable and pervasive 
atmosphere of hopelessness 
which is compounded by fear 
and constraints.” The task force 
recommended that the General 
Assembly authorize the construc- 
tion of anew maximum-security 
facility. 

“Tf you go there, it’s like walking 
back to the 1960s,” Linda Spoon- 
ster Schwartz, a member of the 
task force and an associate clin- 
ical professor of nursing at Yale 
University, told lawmakers. 

Schwartz added that the task 
force attributed the pervasive 
“despondency” of patients and 
“low morale” of the staff to the 
building’s conditions. 

State Rep. Heather Somers, 
R-Groton, emphasized that 
appropriating funds for the 
creation of a new facility was 
“absolutely necessary,” and 
described Whiting as “a building 
of shadows that has to change.” 

“I’ve been in every prison in 
Connecticut multiple times, and 
I don’t think this would even 


Gun bill 


from Page 1 


In a hearing held over Zoom, the 
committee heard from members of 
the public who both vehemently 
opposed the bill — claiming an 
infringement on their constitu- 
tional rights — and enthusiastically 
supported it. 

“This is just another attempt 
for the anti-gun legislature to get 
public funding for anti-gun legis- 
lation, which law abiding gun 
owners oppose,” said Connecticut 
resident David Loime via video 
chat. 

Jessica Carruthers, a native 
of Monroe who now conducts 
clinical research at Memorial 
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
in New York, said gun violence in 
Connecticut was the catalyst for 
her career in public health and that 
she “wholeheartedly” supports the 
proposed legislation, HB 5397. 

Carruthers was a student at 
Masuk High School on Dec. 14, 
2012, when 26 people — including 
20 children — were killed inside 
Sandy Hook Elementary School in 
neighboring Newtown. 

She said she remembers hiding 
under her desk in her chemis- 
try class, watching the fear in her 
classmate’s eyes. 

“That day still feels like sweaty 
palms, shoulders to my ears, dart- 
ing eyes. It feels like an abandon- 
ment of orientation and it feels like 
a broken 16-year-old agreement 
between myself and the world that 
had told me ‘things like this don’t 
happen to children, ” she said. 

It wasn’t those feelings, 
however, that propelled her to 
study community safety in the 
public health sphere, “but rather 
the inaction of the adults in the 
community the days, the weeks, 
the months and years following.” 

“The beauty of this bill is that it 
promotes evidence-based practices 
and allows people to work collec- 
tively to work together to find the 
truth and solutions,” she said. 

State Sen. Gary Winfield, D-New 


Cruelty 
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There also were two parakeets 
in a cage in one of the bedrooms 
which was filled with bird waste 
and filth, the warrant said, and 
the general appearance of the 
house was extremely filthy. 

Outside, there was a pony, two 
goats and geese that shared a 
living space that contained about 
three feet of manure and hay, the 
warrant added. 

According to the warrant, 
investigators learned that 
Connelly had been bringing the 
animals in from out of state. They 
returned Friday with a warrant 
for her arrest. 


be appropriate to have a prison 
like this,” said Michael Lawlor, a 
member of the task force and an 
associate professor of criminal 
justice at the University of New 
Haven. 

Department of Mental Health 
and Addiction Services commis- 
sioner Nancy Navarretta testified 
that the department supports 
the creation of a new facility. She 
noted that some changes have 
already been made to the hospi- 
tal, including the establishment 
of a chief executive officer posi- 
tion reporting directly to Navar- 
retta, as well as a high-definition 
camera system that is monitored 
24/7, with random reviews of 
cameras by managers. 

Members of the task force also 
pointed to the need for more 
robust community services, so 
that patients released from Whit- 
ing have a place to go and are 
supported by local resources. 

“There’s nothing in my mind 
more shameful than folks that 
have been here for years, are now 
ready to make the transition out 
into the public domain, and they 
can’t get out, there’s nowhere to 
go,” said Dr. John Rodis, a task 
force member and former presi- 
dent of Saint Francis Hospital. 

A majority of task force 
members supported considering 
the abolition of the Psychiatric 
Security Review Board and there 
was “unanimous concern” over 
the lengthy periods of commit- 
ment — to the hospital as well 
as to ongoing monitoring by the 
PSRB — for those found not guilty 
by reason of insanity, according 
to the report. One patient, the 
report noted, was committed to 
the PSRB for 120 years. 

“The stated purpose of the 
PSRB is to protect public safety; 
these lengthy commitments do 
little to further that end,” the 
report read. “Rather, they seem to 
be more a mechanism to reassure 
the public that an individual will 
never get out of an institution.” 

Hal Bassow, a patient at Whit- 
ing who has been there for more 
than a decade, testified to lawmak- 
ers that the PSRB has “too much 
power.” 

“Members of the hospital 
personnel should be in charge of 


discharge planning to and from 
on-campus facilities and the 
PSRB should step in when it’s 
time for full conditional release 
to society,” he said. 

Others argued against disman- 
tling the board. 

Vanessa Cardella, the executive 
director of the PSRB, testified that 
the board “serves a very import- 
ant function” and eliminating the 
board would mean that the state 
would have “no way to compel 
anyone to continue with treat- 
ment.” 

Middlesex State’s Attorney 
Michael Gailor — who over- 
sees the jurisdiction that prose- 
cuted Whiting employees who 
committed the abuse — testified 
in opposition to section 6 of the 
bill, which would establish a task 
force to study the PSRB. 

“There is no question that the 
board should remain in exis- 
tence,” Gailor said, adding that 
the board was “not draconian,” 
but tasked with ensuring the 
safety of people released into the 
community, as well as the safety of 
the wider public. 

In response to his testi- 
mony, Anwar noted that the bill 
proposes studying, not eliminat- 
ing the board, and emphasized, 
“The PSRB in the existing form 
failed us.” 

Karen Healy, of Hartford, who 
spoke at the hearing, said that 
she had been successfully living 
in the community for seven years 
after more than two decades in 
inpatient psychiatric hospitals, 
including at Connecticut Valley 
Hospital. 

“It took me forever to be 
discharged and nothing that 
happened to me in state hospi- 
tals helped me recover,” she said, 
adding that she supported the task 
force’s recommendations. 

Paul Acker, a member of the 
task force representing a person 
who has lived with or experienced 
mental illness, emphasized that 
without comprehensive changes, 
abuse will occur at Whiting again. 

“You can’t put spoiled milk ina 
new refrigerator and expect it to 
become fresh,” he said. 


Eliza Fawcett can be reached at 
elfawcett@courant.com. 





There are more guns than people in the United States -- about 120.5 for 
every 100 people, according to the Small Arms Survey. The country with the 
next highest ownership rate is Yemen, where there are 52.8 guns for every 
100 people. FILE 


Haven, said that after the Sandy 
Hook school shooting, he remem- 
bers testifying before lawmakers 
about the issue of gun violence — 
in the immediate wake of the trag- 
edy — and thinking “it would be a 
tragedy if we missed the moment.” 

“And largely on the issue of 
urban gun violence, we did,” said 
the senator, who said he felt like “a 
broken record” Monday. 

He said that it’s imperative to 
look out how intergenerational 
trauma and community trauma 
create cycles of gun violence in 
Connecticut communities. 

The task at hand, Winfield said, 
is not necessarily controlling how 
people get guns or how they use 
guns, but tackling the question 
of why people pick up a gun to 
commit a violent crime. The state- 
wide coordination proposed in the 
bill, he said, is a way to tackle the 
complexity of the issue. 

“What I implore you all to do is 
to figure out how to bring all of this 
together for the sake of the chil- 
dren,” he said. 

State Sen. Marilyn Moore, 
D-Bridgeport, said her city is on 
the frontlines of Connecticut’s gun 
violence crisis and that from her 


On Saturday, the animals were 
seized and taken to get veterinary 
care, police said. State Animal 
Control officers will track the 
animals and be sure they go to 
homes with proper care. 

A child welfare investiga- 
tor was involved because of a 
2011 law that requires DCF to 
be involved if there is suspicion 
of abuse or neglect of animals 
because pet abuse often is linked 
to child endangerment. 

Connelly’s animal rescue oper- 
ation was on the radar of authori- 
ties previously. 

The licensed animal importer 
was the subject of at least four 
complaints, according to the 
warrant. In July, Connelly 
received a ticket for failing to 


perspective, the state is experienc- 
ing “a lack of coordinated services.” 

“There are many different parts 
of the state legislature and also 
commissions but are all touching 
this but no coordinated services or 
someone looking at it as a holistic 
approach,” she said. 

State Rep. Anne Hughs urged 
lawmakers to approach the issue of 
gun violence as a statewide emer- 
gency and help Connecticut take 
the lead on collecting data that will 
help the proposed office and advi- 
sory board inform evidence-based 
programs and strategies. 

The office and advisory board 
-— called the Advisory Coun- 
cil on Gun Violence Prevention 
and Intervention — would collect 
data that looks at the scope and 
frequency of gun violence, includ- 
ing where the crimes occur and 
what populations gun violence 
effects most often. The data dash- 
board would also included infor- 
mation on suicides involving guns. 

This data, the bill says, would be 
released to the public and used to 
create evidence-based, community 
oriented programs, like prevention 
programs and mental health care 
for gun violence survivors. 


notify the agriculture department 
of an adoption event and a verbal 
warning for not giving puppies 
veterinary care within 48 hours 
of bringing them into the state. 
Two other times, investiga- 
tors couldn’t get onto the prop- 
erty — at least once because of a 
gate at the end of the driveway 
— and police lacked the evidence 
to apply for a search warrant, the 
court document said. 
Authorities returned to the 
property last week after the 
DCF investigator heard that the 
woman had moved from the 
Hebron home, the warrant said. 


Christine Dempsey may be 
reached at cdempsey@courant. 
com. 
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How Oscar winner, ‘CODA star Troy Kotsur 
kicked off professional acting career in state 


By Christopher Arnott 
Hartford Courant 


Troy Kotsur, who took home the 
trophy for Best Actor at Sunday 
night’s Academy Awards cere- 
mony, began his professional 
acting career over 30 years ago as 
a member of the National Theatre 
for the Deaf in Connecticut. 

Kotsur, who won for the film 
“CODA” (which also took home 
the Best Motion Picture prize) is 
only the second deaf actor, and 
the first male deaf actor, to win an 
Oscar. 

From 1991 to 1993, Kotsur 
performed primarily in two 
shows for the company. Kotsur 
was Hamlet in the play “Ophelia,” 
a new perspective on the Shake- 
speare play written expressly for 
the company by Jeff Wanshel. 
Kotsur was also in the cast of the 
National Theatre of the Deaf’s 
popular children’s theater adapta- 
tion of the Robert Louis Stevenson 
adventure story “Treasure Island,” 
which toured around the country. 

“Ophelia” and “Treasure Island” 
were performed in Connecticut 
numerous times. 

The National Theatre for the 
Deaf was founded in 1967. It was 





Troy Kotsur arrives at the Vanity Fair Oscar Party on Sunday at the Wallis 
Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts in Beverly Hills, California. EVAN 


AGOSTINI/INVISION/AP 


part as an explosion of regional 
theater companies in Connecti- 
cut at that time and is the oldest 
theatre company in the U.S. with 
a continuous history of domestic 
and international touring.It was 
initially based in Waterford, then in 
Chester, then in Hartford and then 
as part of the American School for 
the Deaf in West Hartford. In 2020, 
the company relocated to Wash- 


can Sign Language (ASL). 

After leaving Connecticut 
around 1994, Kotsur moved to the 
West Coast, joining a brand new 
deaf theater company, Deaf West 
in Los Angeles. There, he became 
better known as both an actor and 
a director. He also met and married 
fellow deaf actor Deanne Bray; she 
had remembered seeing him in 
“Ophelia.” 

It was with Deaf West that 
Troy Kotsur returned to perform 
in Connecticut in the company’s 
acclaimed production of the musi- 
cal “Big River: The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn.” Following its 
success in Los Angeles in 2001 and 
on Broadway in 2003, “Big River” 
had a national tour, which visited 
the Shubert in New Haven in 
March 2005. Kotsur played several 
roles in that show, including Pap, 


ington, D.C., though a local entity 
now called National Theatre of the 
Deaf — Connecticut provides local, 
state and regional educational and 
theatrical programs. The company 
typically performed with acombi- 
nation of signing and speaking 
actors. For Sunday’s Oscar tele- 
cast, the National Theatre of the 


Duke and Silas Phelps. 


“CODA” — the film’s title is 


an acronym for “Child of Deaf 
Adults” — features several other 
actors associated with Deaf West. 
“CODA” is currently streaming 
on Apple + and is also available on 
DVD. 


Deaf provided a livestream which 
delivered the speeches in Ameri- 


Christopher Arnott can be 
reached at carnott@courant.com. 


Rash of catalytic converter thefts continues 
as state, national lawmakers seek solutions 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


Catalytic converter thieves hit 
a rental car business in Wind- 
sor Locks and a store parking lot 
in Waterford over the weekend, 
continuing a rash of larcenies that 
lawmakers in Connecticut and 
around the nation are trying to 
curb. 

Waterford police were alerted 
Saturday afternoon about broad 
daylight burglars trying to cut a 
converter from a Honda Accord in 
the Lowe’s parking lot. A post on 
the department’s Facebook page 
included photos of the suspected 
thieves and a car with a stolen 
plate they were using. Police said 
the same group hit other parts of 
the state using the same car but a 
different plate. 

Waterford Police Chief Marc 
Balestracci said the vehicle owner 
came back to his car, which was 
jacked up. He heard a saw going 
under the vehicle and confronted 
four suspects, who eventually 
took off without the converter, 
Balestracci said. 

Windsor Locks police reported 
early Saturday that thieves cut a 
fence at the Hertz lot on Spring 
Street and stole converters from 
trucks, vans and buses. More infor- 
mation about that incident could 
not be obtained Monday. 

Facing a continuing plague of 
such thefts, the state legislature’s 
public safety committee voted last 
week to crack down on the sale of 
stolen converters. The proposed 
law would prohibit junkyards 
and motor vehicle recyclers from 
receiving converters that are not 
attached to vehicles. 

The pollutant scrubbers, part ofa 
vehicle’s exhaust system, are valu- 
able because they contain precious 
metals — platinum, rhodium and 
palladium. Republicans and Demo- 
crats say converter thefts are a 





Suspected catalytic converter thieves in a store parking lot in Waterford 
Saturday. HANDOUT 


growing problem around the state 
as thieves, motivated by quick prof- 
its, continue to steal them. 

The bill, however, may not put 
much of a dent in the illicit trade. 
Balestracci and other police repre- 
sentatives say thieves are not rely- 
ing on Connecticut scrap yards. 

At arecent meeting of area police 
detectives, Windsor Locks Det. 
Sgt. Jeff Lampson said, investiga- 
tors said stolen converters also are 
being sold online and out of state. 

“We don’t expect any meaningful 
legislative change until it directly 
affects a lawmaker,’ Lampson said. 

The bill would require 
record-keeping by scrap metal 
processors and others for at least 
two years to track the sales and 
include any identification numbers 
on the converters, as well as the 
name, address and driver’s license 
number of the seller. 

The measure also would limit 
a seller to one converter per day 
per licensee, and the transactions 
would have to be made by check, 


not cash. The junk dealers would 
need to file weekly reports with the 
state police on their transactions in 
a closely watched system. 


California lawmakers were 


considering a bill that would 
prohibit a dealer or retail seller 
from selling a motor vehicle 
equipped with a catalytic converter 
unless the converter has been 
permanently marked with the vehi- 
cle identification number. The bill 
also would prohibit recyclers from 
receiving any catalytic converter 
that is not permanently marked 
with the VIN of the vehicle from 
which it was removed. 


Oklahoma’s house of represen- 


tatives has proposed making the 
possession or transfer of stolen 
converters a felony. 


Washington state lawmakers 


have proposed a bill that also adds 
responsibilities to scrap yards and 
creates a task force to recommend 
other changes in state law. 


“The legislature finds,’ accord- 


ing to a description of the bill, 


“that rates of catalytic converter 
theft have rapidly increased state- 
wide and nationwide, due in part 
to existing challenges with accu- 
rately identifying stolen catalytic 
converters. 

“The legislature further finds 
that victims of catalytic converter 
theft often incur costs that far 
exceed the monetary value of 
the catalytic converters them- 
selves,” the description contin- 
ues. “The legislature further finds 
that catalytic converter theft is a 
multifaceted issue that requires 
collaborative effort between law 
enforcement agencies, insurance 
companies, scrap metal dealers, 
and other involved parties to iden- 
tify comprehensive solutions.” 

In Virginia, lawmakers also 
have proposed making converter 
theft a felony punishable by up to 
five years behind bars. The Daily 
Press newspaper, in a recent story, 
described lawmakers discussing 
the high expense (up to $4,000 
on a Toyota Prius, a favored target 
of converter thieves), and due to 
supply chain issues, the long waits 
that car owners have to endure for 
the repairs. 

In Connecticut, residents and 
police also have had dangerous 
confrontations with the “cat” 
thieves. No one was hurt in the 
Waterford incident, but Balestracci 
cautioned people not to confront 
thieves but to immediately call 
police. 

In Windsor Locks recently, a 
detective narrowly escaped injury 
when a converter thief who was 
caught in the act drove directly 
at the officer’s marked police car, 
missing it by inches before escap- 
ing, police said. In Farmington, 
Officer James O’Donnell suffered 
serious injuries when he was struck 
by a fleeing, stolen vehicle on Sept. 
20 after going to a scene on a call 
about a suspected stolen catalytic 
converter. 


HSO to 
refocus on 
diversity, 
inclusion 


By Susan Dunne 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — The Hartford 
Symphony Orchestra announced 
that its executive director, Steve 
Collins, is now president and 
CEO, and announced that its 
DEI, Education and Community 
Engagement Department will 
now be called the Learning and 
Social Impact Department. 

Collins, in an interview, said 
the adjusted titles are more than 
just name changes, but reflect 
new emphases in his duties and a 
new commitment to the commu- 
nity by the orchestra as a whole. 
Collins also said that the orches- 
tra’s commitment to diversity is 
being manifested in several new 
ways. 

The new Learning and Social 
Impact Department, staffed by 
Timothy Brown and Jennifer 
Phipps, reflects “a broad and very 
significant change in the way our 
organization, and all arts organi- 
zations, related to our communi- 
ties. 

“Education and Commu- 
nity Engagement is a little bit 
old-fashioned. It kind of has the 
slight air of an arts organizations 
reaching out, as opposed to the 
social impact the orchestra has,” 
he said. 

The HSO, he said, has been 
working towards promoting 
diversity in several ways, includ- 
ing seeking out staff and board 
members who represent a vari- 
ety of cultural perspectives. 

Collins said the long-running 
Masterworks series is present- 
ing more diverse offerings than 
in previous seasons. Upcom- 
ing events this spring, alongside 
the traditional Rachmaninoff, 
Tchaikovsky, Dvorak, Beetho- 
ven and Rimsky-Korsakov, 
include works by Indian sitarist 
Ravi Shankar, Black composer 
Harry Burleigh and Black female 
composer Florence Price. 

“We want to make the concerts 
far more inclusive to the racial 
and ethnic diversity that exists in 
our field. We, like many orches- 
tras, have been behind the eight 
ball in exploring who we should 
be partnering with,” he said. 
“We also want our programs to 
be more reflective of our actual 
community makeup. This is 
something we’ve put a lot of work 
into for the last few years.” 

Upcoming initiatives, Collins 
said, are a fellowship program 
for BIPOC early-career musi- 
cians, which he hopes to begin in 
October, and a three-year Black 
artist-in-residence program, 
funded by a multiyear grant from 
the Roberts Foundation. 

Regarding his own position, 
Collins said “I think the biggest 
change in my position is that 
as president and CEO I will be 
taking on a more outward-fac- 
ing role, making sure the HSO 
is maximizing its community 
impact and expanding our reach 
in many ways. Previously, my 
role has been focused inwardly 
on the orchestra’s internal struc- 
ture, operations general manage- 
ment.” 


Susan Dunne can be reached at 
sdunne@courant.com. 


Access to public information in Connecticut could change 


By Ginny Monk 
CT Mirror 


HARTFORD — During this 
year’s legislative session, Connecti- 
cut lawmakers are considering a 
handful of bills that could affect 
access to public information and 
public participation in government 
business. 

These bills concern the records 
of cemetery associations, public 
comment periods and remote 
meetings. 

Here’s five of the bills this 
session that could affect public 
information and participation. 


House Bill 5269 


What it does: House Bill 5269 
would allow municipalities to 
continue holding remote public 
meetings. Public agencies started 
using these in 2020 to slow the 
spread of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
but the piece of the public act that 
allowed remote access meetings 
is set to sunset April 30. The bill 
extends that time and includes 
requirements that agencies post 
notice of the public meeting. 

Where it is in the legislature: 
It passed through the Planning 
and Development Committee on 
March 18 and has been filed with 
the legislative commissioners’ 
office. 


Support: Supporters say that 
remote meetings make it easier for 
the public to participate in meet- 
ings because it offers more flexi- 
bility for people to participate from 
home. The Freedom of Informa- 
tion Commission was among the 
groups that voiced support. 

Opposition: Sen. Rob Sampson, 
R-Wolcott, opposed the bill and 
said that remote meetings make it 
harder for people to talk directly 
with their elected officials. 


House Bill 5362 


What it does: House Bill 5362 
requires public comment periods 
at public agency meetings. The 
goal is to make sure the public can 
participate in government meet- 
ings and share their perspectives 
ahead of any votes. 

Where it is in the legislature: 
The bill passed through the Plan- 
ning and Development Commit- 
tee on March 18 and has been filed 
with the legislative commission- 
ers’ office. 

Support: Ken Girardin, the 
director of policy and research for 
the Yankee Institute, filed testi- 
mony in support of the bill. Girar- 
din noted that the bill codifies a 
Connecticut tradition of allowing 
participation in local government 
without adding cost. 

Opposition: None was noted in 


public documents. 


House Bill 5211 


What it does: House Bill 5211 
would officially designate ceme- 
tery associations that use public 
funds as public agencies that are 
subject to the Freedom of Informa- 
tion Act. The associations would 
have to hold annual meetings and 
keep the meeting minutes for at 
least 20 years. 

Where it is in the legislature: 
The bill had a public hearing 
March 4 and was referred to the 
Judiciary Committee. 

Support: The Freedom of 
Information Commission and the 
Connecticut Council on Freedom 
of Information submitted testi- 
mony in support of the bill. The 
commission said it would increase 
government transparency. 

Opposition: Robert Gross, a 
volunteer for the Center Street 
Cemetery Association in Wall- 
ingford, said he felt “we are being 
harassed by this bill” because the 
association is a non-profit. Gross 
also noted that there are other 
organizations that receive public 
funding that aren’t subject to the 
FOI Act. 


House Bill 5378 


What it does: House Bill 5378 


would add employees of the attor- 
ney general’s office to a list of 
public agency employees whose 
home addresses are exempt from 
disclosure under the Freedom of 
Information Act. Those employ- 
ees already include judges, law 
enforcement officers and Depart- 
ment of Correction workers, 
among other staffers. 

Where it is in the legisla- 
ture: The bill was referred to the 
Joint Committee on Government 
Administration and Elections and 
had a public hearing March 11. 

Support: Attorney General 
William Tong submitted testi- 
mony in support of the bill, as 
did the Association of Connecti- 
cut Assistant Attorney Generals, 
Local 6574. Supporters say that 
some of the issues handled by the 
attorney general’s office can get 
contentious, and some employees 
have been harassed. Tong cited 
one case in which an assistant 
attorney general was stalked and 
harassed, resulting in an arrest. 

Opposition: The Freedom of 
Information Commission submit- 
ted testimony against the bill, 
saying that while the initial stat- 
ute was meant to address safety 
concerns, particularly for those 
involved in the justice system, 
“every year, it seems, another 
agency or another profession 
attempts to have the addresses of 


its employees included in Section 
1-217 without really understand- 
ing the limited scope of the stat- 
ute.” The commission added that 
there are other ways, including 
the internet and land records, to 
find residential addresses. 


Senate Bill 203 


What it does: Senate Bill 203 
increases fees paid to the state 
marshal for services such as 
delivering summons, restraining 
orders and subpoenas and adds 
the marshal to the list of state 
employees whose home addresses 
are exempt from disclosure under 
the Freedom of Information Act. 

Where it is in the legislature: 
The bill was referred to the Judi- 
ciary Committee and had a public 
hearing on March 4. 

Support: The State Marshal 
Association of Connecticut was 
among those to submit testimony 
in favor of the bill, saying that 
state marshals have the “status 
of peace officer but we lack the 
privacy protections that other 
peace officers are afforded under 
our laws.” 

Opposition: The Freedom 
of Information Commission 
opposed the portion of the bill 
that concerned home addresses 
for many of the same reasons 
listed for House Bill 5378. 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Victor J. Fiumara, AKA Victor 
John Fiumara (21-00840) 


The Hon. Michael A. Carrier, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Berlin Probate 
Court, by decree dated March 22, 2022, 
ordered that all claims must be presented 
to the fiduciary at the address below. 
Failure to promptly present any such claim 
may result in the loss of rights to recover 
on such claim. 


Susan I. Meagher, Chief Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Joseph V. Fiumara 

c/o CLAUDIA RUTH BARBIERI, BARBIERI 
LAW, LLC, 18 CEDAR STREET, PO BOX 
1445, NEW BRITAIN, CT 06050 

3/29/22 7176308 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF Mary A. Manochi (22-00249) 


The Hon. Michael A. Carrier, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Berlin Probate 
Court, by decree dated March 23, 2022, 
ordered that all claims must be presented 
to the fiduciary at the address below. 
Failure to promptly present any such claim 
may result in the loss of rights to recover 
on such claim. 


Susan I. Meagher, Chief Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Rita M. Purciello 

c/o SEAN PATRICK CLARK, KENNY 
BRIMMER & MAHONEY, LLC, 78 BEAVER 
ROAD, SUITE 2G, WETHERSFIELD, CT 
06109 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF Alfred A. Ziel (22-00170) 


The Hon. 22-00170, Judge of the Court of 
Probate, District of Berlin Probate Court, 
by decree dated March 23, 2022, ordered 
that all claims must be presented to the 
fiduciary at the address below. Failure 
to promptly present any such claim may 
result in the loss of rights to recover on 
such claim. 


Susan |. Meagher, Chief Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Ruth Z. Coyle 

c/o LOUIS ALBERT CRISCI, GESMONDE, 
PIETROSIMONE &amp; SGRIGNARI, LLC, 
3127 WHITNEY AVENUE, HAMDEN, CT 
06518 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Gail Susan Henri, AKA Gail S. 
Henri (22-0121) 


The Hon. Michael A. Carrier, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Berlin Probate 
Court, by decree dated March 22, 2022, 
ordered that all claims must be presented 
to the fiduciary at the address below. 
Failure to promptly present any such claim 
may result in the loss of rights to recover 
on such claim. 


Susan I. Meagher, Chief Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Cynthia G. Henri 

c/o JEFFREY ROGER STEEG, JEFFREY R. 
STEEG, 214 BELRIDGE ROAD, BRISTOL, 
CTO6010 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF Ronald M. Matyka (22-00115) 


The Hon. Michael A. Carrier, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Berlin Probate 
Court, by decree dated March 3, 2022, 
ordered that all claims must be presented 
to the fiduciary at the address below. 
Failure to promptly present any such claim 
may result in the loss of rights to recover 
on such claim. 


Susan |. Meagher, Chief Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Brian Matyka 

c/o DENNIS L KERN, KERN & KERN, LLC, 
33 KENSINGTON RD., KENSINGTON, CT 
06037 


Extra Space Storage will hold a 
public auction to sell personal property 
described below belonging to those in- 
dividuals listed below at the location 
indicated: 

132 Silas Deane Highway Wethersfield, 
CT 06109 

860-916-0534 

Auction Date- April 5,2022 1:00 PM 

436 Deborah Walsh House goods 

744 Phillip Johnson Il House goods 

499 Naomi Ngoma House goods 

84 Sonsharee Kennedy House goods 
155 jerry grate House goods 

396 William Dlugoleski House goods 
The auction will be listed and adver- 
tised on  www.storagetreasures.com. 
Purchases must be made with cash only 
and paid at the above referenced facil- 
ity in order to complete the transaction. 
Extra Space Storage may refuse any bid 
and may rescind any purchase up until 
the winning bidder takes possession of 
the personal property. 

3/22, 3/29/2022 7170192 


LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF CROMWELL 
BOARD OF FINANCE 
PUBLIC HEARING 
2022-2023 GENERAL FUND BUDGET 


In compliance with Article VIII, Section 
8.04 of the Cromwell Town Charter, 
notice is hereby given that the Board of 
Finance of Cromwell, Connecticut, will 
conduct a Public Hearing on Wednesday, 
April 6, 2022 at 6:00 pm in the Belden 
Room in the Cromwell Belden Library 
regarding the 2022-2023 proposed 
budgets of the Town Council, including 
the Debt Service budget, and the Board 
of Education. 


Copies of the proposed budgets are 
available in the Office of the Town Clerk, 
41 West Street, Cromwell, Connecticut 
and the Town of Cromwell’s website, 
www.cromwellct.com. 


All electors and those qualified to vote 
in Town Meetings may attend and offer 
comments regarding any budget item. 


The Board of Finance will begin budget 
workshops immediately after the Public 
Hearing on April 6, 2022. A budget 
workshop will be held the following 
evening, April 7, 2022 at 6:00 pm in 
the Town Hall Council Chambers, with a 
subsequent budget workshop scheduled 
for Thursday, April 14, 2022, at 6:00 pm 
in the Town Hall Council Chambers for 
any unfinished 2022-23 budget matters. 


For the Cromwell Board of Finance, 

John Ireland, Chairman 

Dated at Cromwell, Connecticut, this 
25th day of March, 2022 

3/29/2022 7176210 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF STEVEN CUNNINGHAM, 
late of Moodus, AKA Steven Lawrence 
Cunningham (22-00050) 


The Hon. Jennifer L. Berkenstock, Judge of 
the Court of Probate, District of Region # 
14 Probate Court, by decree dated March 
25, 2022, ordered that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at the address 
below. Failure to promptly present any 
such claim may result in the loss of rights 
to recover on such claim. 


Monika L. Graham, Assistant Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Angela Phinney 

c/o DEBORAH LYNN BARBI, JEZEK, BARBI, 
& ANTONE, PLLC, 34 W.F. PALMER RD, PO 
BOX 376, MOODUS, CT 06469 

3/29/22 7178322 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Graham Nelson Raynolds 
(22-0038) 


The Hon. Jeannine Lewis, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Saybrook 
Probate Court, by decree dated March 
22, 2022, ordered that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at the address 
below. Failure to promptly present any 
such claim may result in the loss of rights 
to recover on such claim. 


Marge B. Calltharp, Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Edward R. Raynolds 

c/o STEPHEN R CLINE, CARR, DOUGLAS 
CLINE, 12 MAIN STREET, SUITE 3, PO BOX 
366, ESSEX CT 06426 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Lawrence Ronald Papuga, Sr., 
Late of Clinton (22-0154) 


The Hon. Jeannine Lewis, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Saybrook 
Probate Court, by decree dated March 
21, 2022, ordered that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at the address 
below. Failure to promptly present any 
such claim may result in the loss of rights 
to recover on such claim. 


Jacqueline Craco, Assistant Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Lawrence Papuga, Jr, 13 Corinth Dr, 
Madison, CT 06443 

3/29/22 7177910 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE: The following 
self-storage unit contents containing 
household and other goods 

will be sold for cash by CubeSmart 215 
Gold Star Highway, Groton, CT 06340 to 
satisfy a Lien on April 

12th, 2022 at approximately 1:00 PM at 
www.storagetreasures.com: 

Cube #37: Sharene Hyslop; 

Cube #151: Anabel Owens; 

Cube #181: Kristen Phillips; 

Cube #209A: Joel Figueroa; 

Cube #218: Michele Stone; 

Cube #357: Evens Moreau; 

Cube #500: Mindy Hoffer; 

Cube #583: Nicole Scaniffe 

3/29, 3/30/2022 7176520 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Elizabeth S. Terray, Late of Old 
Saybrook, AKA Elizabeth Marion Terray 
(22-0048) 


The Hon. Jeannine Lewis, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Saybrook 
Probate Court, by decree dated March 
21, 2022, ordered that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at the address 
below. Failure to promptly present any 
such claim may result in the loss of rights 
to recover on such claim. 


Jacqueline Craco, Assistant Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

STEVEN M_  ALLINSON, ALLINSON & 
ASSOCIATES, LLC, 439 MAIN STREET, 
YALESVILLE, CT 06492 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF RICHARD A. DICKINSON, SR., 
late of Portland (21-00304) 


The Hon. Jennifer L. Berkenstock, Judge of 
the Court of Probate, District of Region # 
14 Probate Court, by decree dated March 
22, 2022, ordered that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at the address 
below. Failure to promptly present any 
such claim may result in the loss of rights 
to recover on such claim. 


Debra C. Daniels, Chief Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Richard A. Dickinson, Jr. 

186 Pennsylvania Avenue, Niantic, CT 
06357 

Ronald W. Dickinson 

85 Airline Avenue, Portland, CT 06480 
3/29/22 7176419 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Joseph Felix Henri, AKA Joseph 
F. Henri (22-00120) 


The Hon. Michael A. Carrier, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Berlin Probate 
Court, by decree dated March 22, 2022, 
ordered that all claims must be presented 
to the fiduciary at the address below. 
Failure to promptly present any such claim 
may result in the loss of rights to recover 
on such claim. 


Susan |. Meagher, Chief Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Cynthia G. Henri 

c/o JEFFREY ROGER STEEG, JEFFREY R. 
STEEG, 214 BELRIDGE ROAD, BRISTOL, 
CT 06010 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF 
PERSONAL PROPERTY 


Extra Space Storage will hold a 
public auction to sell personal property 
described below belonging to those in- 
dividuals listed below at the location 
indicated: 


Extra Space Storage 
2 Douglas St 
Bloomfield, CT O6002 


Wednesday, April 6th 2022 1pm 


1094-Jamila Douglas-Household Items 
1232-John Bouchard-Furniture 


1355-Timothy Kelly-Clothing/ Household 


The auction will be listed and adver- 
tised on  www.storagetreasures.com. 
Purchases must be made with cash only 
and paid at the above referenced facil- 
ity in order to complete the transaction. 
Extra Space Storage may refuse any bid 
and may rescind any purchase up until 
the winning bidder takes possession of 
the personal property. 

3/22 & 3/29/22 7170514 
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TV REVIEW 





Second time’s not the charm 


London-set rom-com ‘Starstruck’ appears to be spinning its wheels rather than moving forward 


By Nina Metz 
Chicago Tribune 


When “Starstruck” 
premiered on HBO Max 
last June, I likened it to 
“Notting Hill” for millen- 
nials, about a quippy 
Londoner named Jessie 
working two dead-end jobs 
and staring down her 30s 
(Rose Matafeo, also the 
show’s creator) who forges 
an unlikely romance witha 
famous movie star named 
Tom (Nikesh Patel, some- 
how both dashing and 
down-to-earth). A small 
show with a big, effusive 
performance at its center 
from Matafeo, it was as 
fizzy and binge-able as they 
come, with Jessie making a 
dramatic, last-minute deci- 
sion, canceling her plans 
to move back to her native 
New Zealand and staying 
in London to see if she and 
Tom can make a go of it. 

Season two picks up 
moments later, with both 
Jessie and Tom briefly 
stunned into silence by 
her grand gesture, before 
she proceeds to freak out, 
rehashing the same inse- 
curities that sapped so 
much of her joie de vivre in 
season one: “You’re embar- 
rassed of me,’ she says to 
him at one point — sigh — 
they already had this same 
conversation last year. 

It’s such a confound- 
ing decision and a misfire 
to keep the show stuck in 
place, spinning its wheels, 
rather than pushing the 
story forward. I had hoped 
that Matafeo and writ- 
ing partner Alice Sned- 
den would finally tackle 
the nuances of what it’s 
like for anon-celebrity 
scraping by financially 
with no real professional 
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Rose Matafeo, left, and Emma Sidi play best pals and roomies in“Starstruck.” MARK JOHNSON/HBO MAX 


ambitions to speak of, who 
finds herself in a serious 
relationship with some- 
one mega-famous and 
wealthy. How does that 
work — or not work? My 
issue with the new season 
is the way it stymies this 
kind of question in favor 
or repeating many of the 
previous season’s weak- 
nesses. Jessie and Tom get 
together, only to break up, 
only to get back together 
again. Are there not new 
dilemmas from which to 
mine comedy? 

Jessie started out as such 
a brazenly confident and 


daffy character and then 
slowly became unsure of 


herself and that’s where we 


find her still. After all this 
time together, she and Tom 
are awkward around one 
another and lack intimacy; 
there’s simply no ease 


between them. I’m not sure 


if we’re even meant to root 
for them; she’s far more 
relaxed when she’s around 
her ex, who she suppos- 
edly hates. As a couple, 
Jessie and Tom don’t talk 
so much as lob jokes at one 
another and, as much as I 
like banter, it feels like an 
avoidance tactic. There’s 


Willis, Leto, James nab Razzie ‘wins’ 


From news services 


Bruce Willis was among 
the “winners” of this year’s 
Golden Raspberry Awards, 
celebrating the worst in 
film. 

But the award was no 
surprise: The Razzies 
think so little of Willis, they 
gave him his own category 
for “going through the 
motions in an astounding 
eight low-budget movies in 
one year while racking up 
millions.” 

With eight choices, the 
Razzies chose “Cosmic 
Sin” as Willis’ worst 
stinker of 2021. 

The 42nd annual Razzie 
Awards were announced 
on Saturday. “Diana the 
Musical” won five awards, 
including worst picture, 
worst actress for Jeanna de 
Waal and worst supporting 
actress for Judy Kaye. 

Jared Leto was named 
worst supporting actor 
for his role in “House 
of Gucci” while LeBron 
James landed two awards 
for worst actor as well 
as worst screen couple 
with any Warner cartoon 
character (or WarnerMe- 
dia product) he dribbles 
on in “Space Jam: A New 
Legacy.” 


Coulier opens up about 
drinking: “Full House” star 
Dave Coulier is opening up 
about his struggles with 
alcohol. In a lengthy post 
on Instagram Thursday, 
Coulier, 62, shared a photo 
of himself with a large, 
bloody scratch down his 
face, which he said he got 
after tripping on stairs. 

He said he “was a drunk,” 
but he has now been sober 
since Jan. 1, 2020. 

“When I drank, I was the 
life of the party,’ Coulier 
wrote. “I could make 
people laugh until they 
fell down. In this picture I 
was the one who fell down. 
Not because I was playing 
hockey or doing the things 
I love ... Iwas hammered 
and fell, going up some 
stairs made of stone.” 

Coulier said he made 





Actor Bruce Willis was given his own category at the 42nd 
annual Razzie Awards. ANGELA WEISS/GETTY-AFP 2019 


a decision to get sober 
based on his own well- 
being and for his family. He 
said physical and mental 
withdrawal “were big 
challenges,” but thanked 
his wife, Melissa, for her 
support. 

Coulier is most well- 
known for playing Joey 
Gladstone on the 90s 
sitcom “Full House.” 


Singer Carson dies: Coun- 
try music singer and song- 
writer Jeff Carson, 58, 
who scored hits with “Not 
On Your Love,” and “The 
Car” before becoming a 
police officer, has died 
in Tennessee, his publi- 
cist said. Carson died ofa 
heart attack at a hospital 
in Franklin, said Jeremy 
Westby of 2911 Media. 
During his career, he 
had 14 singles on the Bill- 
board chart, Westby said. 
Carson retired from music 
to become a police offi- 
cer in Franklin, where he 
remained on the police 
force, but returned to 


music in 2019. 


‘The Lost City’dethrones 
‘The Batman’: Sandra Bull- 
ock and Channing Tatum 
led the action-adventure 
comedy throwback “The 
Lost City” to a $31 million 
debut in U.S. and Canadian 
theaters over the week- 
end, according to studio 
estimates Sunday, dethron- 
ing “The Batman” from 
the No. 1 spot. The super- 
hero film fell to second in 
its fourth week of release 
and added $20.5 million 

to its domestic total of 
$332 million. 


March 29 birthdays: 
Comedian Eric Idle is 79. 
Singer Bobby Kimball is 
75. Actor Brendan Gleeson 
is 67. Actor Marina Sirtis 

is 67. Actor Christopher 
Lambert is 65. Come- 

dian Amy Sedaris is 61. 
Model Elle Macpherson is 
58. Musician John Popper 
is 55. Actor Lucy Lawless 
is 54. Actor Megan Hilty 

is 41. 


no comedy in whatever 
is happening between 
them, but no substance 
either. 

Tom remains underwrit- 
ten, despite the addition 
of an obnoxious brother 
and several scenes where 
he’s on his own shooting 
an indie movie, but I’m 
more interested in what’s 
happening with Jessie. 
She’s off her game entirely 
and barely resembles the 
devil-may-care character 
we met early in season one. 
Is it her relationship with 
Tom that has her doubt- 
ing herself? A quarter-life 
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crisis? Immaturity? What- 
ever is going on inside her 
head remains a mystery, 
and the culminating scene 
where she pours her heart 
out to this man — a key 
staple of the genre! — just 
doesn’t work. 

Happily, “Starstruck’s” 
biting sense of humor is 
intact. There’s a funny 
back-and-forth at a party 
when an actor brags about 
filming with George Cloo- 
ney and the person sitting 
next to him wonders if 
Clooney’s infamous repu- 
tation for pranks on set is 
the equivalent of bullying: 





“A man married to a human 
rights lawyer should know 
better” For Christmas, 
Tom gives Jessie a box that 
looks like it might contain 
anecklace but contains... a 
Joni Mitchell CD instead, 

a winking reference to 
2003’s “Love Actually” that 
makes her laugh: “He Alan 
Rickman’d me.” 

But there’s little else 
here to recommend, so if 
nothing else, let this review 
be a prompt to check out 
the show’s first season if 
you haven’t already. 


Where to watch: HBO Max 


ASK AMY 


By Amy Dickinson 


askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter@askingamy 


In-law details emotions pregnancy triggered 


Dear Amy: My husband 
and his sister have been 
feuding for almost a year. 

This began when she 
told us via email that 
she couldn’t bear to see 
me pregnant at my baby 
shower. They argued over 
the phone, and it intensi- 
fied through text messages 
and emails. 

The previous year she 
had a baby that died soon 
after birth. 

This baby had aknown 
genetic condition. It was 
a scary time for the whole 
family, as my sister-in- 
law was constantly in and 
out of the hospital — and 
nearly lost her life. 

We made many three- 
hour trips to help support 
her, her husband and their 
5-year-old daughter. 

She knew we were 
struggling with fertility, 
but when she found out, I 
was pregnant, she seemed 
offended. She sent an 


email detailing her difficult 


emotions surrounding my 
pregnancy. 


She did come to my baby 


shower last year, but has 
not met our baby. 

She went on to have a 
healthy baby, who is only 
six months younger than 
our child. We would like to 
meet her new baby. 

My husband and his 
sister used to be very close. 
He says he would like to 
repair their relationship. 
He found a family coun- 
selor and presented his 
sister with the informa- 
tion. 

She said she is not ready. 

We’re now approaching 
our son’s first birthday and 
my husband’s 40th birth- 
day (two days apart). 

We would love to invite 
her to celebrate and to 
meet her baby, but I think 
it’s highly unlikely they 
will accept. 


What should we do? 
— I Miss Her 


Dear Miss Her: Over the 
last couple of years, your 
sister-in-law has endured 
a heartbreaking pregnancy 
and had a baby die, has 
become pregnant again, 
and now has another baby. 

According to you, she 
somehow made it to your 
baby shower after her 
loss, but then shared her 
emotions about it with her 
brother. 

You and your husband 
consider these emotions 
the start of a “feud,” but 
from where I sit it seems 
less like a shot across the 
bow and more like an 
anguished cry in the dark. 

Her priority at this point 
should be to see a thera- 
pist to attend to her grief 
and possible postpartum 
depression and emotional 
exhaustion. 

She may struggle with 
celebration days, such as 
baby showers and birth- 
days, for some time to 
come. 

Your husband should 
treat his sister gently and 
patiently, and let her know 
that when she is ready, 
your family will press the 
“reset” button and move 
forward. 

Send her invitations 
to all family events, and 
communicate that you 
look forward to seeing her 
and her family. 


Dear Amy: The last few 


years have seen an influx of 


weddings for me. 

I’m always flattered 
when a close friend or 
family member includes 
me on their guest list. 

On numerous occasions 
I have received invitations 
that are addressed only 
to me and do not include 
an “and guest” on the 


envelope. 

I’m never offended if I 
can’t bring a date. 

A few times after I’ve 
sent in my RSVP, the bride 
has reached out to me and 
asked if I’m bringing my 
boyfriend, even though 
there was no “and guest” 
on the invitation. 

I recently received 
another invitation 
addressed to me without 
an “and guest.” 

I don’t want to assume 
I’m allowed a guest, and 
I don’t want the bride to 
feel awkward by asking if I 
can bring one if they didn’t 
budget for me to bring one. 

What is the best course 
of action for me to take? 

— Befuddled Wedding 
Guest 


Dear Befuddled: Assume 
that you are going solo. 
After RSVP’s come in, 
couples sometimes find 
they have room for more 
guests, and issue a second 
round of invitations. 


Dear Amy: The question 
from “Petite” exposed the 
challenges of a middle 
school teacher who was 
often confronted about her 
size. 

At the opposite end of 
the scale, my husband is 
6 foot, 9 inches tall and 
people are always asking 
him incredulously, “How 
tall are you?!” 

He often answers: “5 
foot, 21 inches” — and it’s 
amazing how few people 
can figure that out. 

— Gazing Up 


Dear Gazing: I had to use 
my calculator. 


Copyright 2022 by Amy 
Dickinson 


Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 


6 Hartford Courant | Section 2 | Tuesday, March 29, 2022 


COMMENTARY 94TH ACADEMY AWARDS 


Endless ceremony 


By Moira Macdonald 
The Seattle Times 


Did Sunday night’s 
Academy Awards cere- 
mony achieve its goal, 
stated earlier this month 
by academy president 
David Rubin, to “prioritize 
the television audience, to 
increase viewer engage- 
ment and keep the show 
vital, kinetic and relevant’? 
Um, be careful what you 
wish for, Oscar. 

The 94th annual Oscars, 
hosted by Wanda Sykes, 
Regina Hall and Amy 
Schumer, was a very 
strange night, to put it 
mildly. 

Before things began, it 
seemed like we’d be talking 
about “The Power of the 
Dog” and about the acad- 
emy’s strange decision to 
present eight of the cate- 
gories in a pre-show, not 
showing them live. 

Instead, we ended up 
talking about “CODA” 
winning best picture, 
about a bizarre incident in 
which Will Smith seemed 
to punch Chris Rock in the 
face, and about the acad- 
emy’s decision to priori- 
tize comedy bits and “fan 
favorite” Twitter votes over 
the actual awards. Ryusuke 
Hamaguchi, director of 
“Drive My Car,’ nearly 
had his speech cut off 
after winning best inter- 
national film; however, 
there seemed to be plenty 
of time to visit the Acad- 
emy Museum with Sykes, 
to watch Schumer dangle 
from the ceiling as Spider- 
Man, and for numerous 
celebrity presenters to 
natter on at length. (I think 
Kevin Costner, presenting 
best director, might still be 
speaking.) 

The ceremony felt 
endless, full of weird 
moments and odd deci- 
sions. Smith’s expected 
win, for best actor for 
“King Richard,” was 
marred by the incident 
with Rock, seemingly 
brought about by a taste- 
less joke made by Rock 
about Smith’s wife, Jada 
Pinkett Smith. 


TVO&A 





Will Smith, right, hits presenter Chris Rock on stage during the Academy Awards on Sunday in Los Angeles. CHRIS PIZZELLO/AP 


The aftermath of the 
moment — was it a staged 
bit? Or an actual moment of 
anger? — seemed to linger, 
sucking the air out ofa 
room that seemed increas- 
ingly airless. 

In his rambling accep- 
tance speech, a weeping 
Smith apologized to the 
academy and to his fellow 
nominees, but noted that 
Richard Williams, the char- 
acter he played in the film, 
was “a fierce defender of 
his family,” and that “love 
will make you do crazy 
things.” 

Much time was spent, 
before the Oscars, debating 
the academy’s controver- 
sial decision to award eight 
of the categories — the 
three short film categories, 
hair/makeup, film editing, 
original score, production 
design and sound — before 
the televised ceremony. 


This actually played out 


even more awkwardly than 


predicted: the categories 
were clumsily edited into 
the program, complete 
with all names of all 
nominees and acceptance 
speeches (partial speeches 
for some categories) — 
meaning that the amount 
of time saved was minus- 
cule. 


Maybe there was another 


way, academy, to save a few 
minutes without insulting 


a significant portion of your 


membership? The irony 


was that the show ended up 


being significantly longer 
than last year’s — which 
presented all of the awards 
live, with full speeches. 
And the presence of 


Rachel Zegler, star of “West 


Side Story,” who basically 
had to beg for her ticket 
on social media, stood as 
another rebuke. Why did 


What happened to ‘Monarch’ 
with Sarandon and Adkins? 


By Rich Heldenfels 


Tribune News Service 


Q: In January, a show 
called “Monarch” starring 
Susan Sarandon and Trace 
Adkins was supposed 

to be on Fox. | have been 
looking for it ever since, 
but it has never appeared. 
What happened? 

A: Instead of putting 

on the country music 
drama at midseason, Fox 
decided to hold it back 

for this fall. The Holly- 
wood Reporter quoted 

a Fox statement calling 
the series “a top priority 
for Fox Entertainment 

in 2022. Unfortunately, 
due to the unavoidable 
realities of the pandemic 
and the profound impact 
COVID-19 continues to 
have on our industry and 
around the world, it is 
necessary to reschedule 

... As the cornerstone of 
Fox’s new 2022-23 slate, 
shifting a show of this 
magnitude allows us to 
have its entire first season 
produced, create addi- 
tional, high-profile content 
and promotional windows 
to support launch, and 
give our viewers the best 
opportunity to enjoy the 
series as intended witha 
non-compromised run of 
episodes.” 


Q: | remember very little 
about alate ’7 0s (I think) 
TV show that took place 
in ahigh school that was 
called “We Mo We” High. 

| have no idea how it was 
spelled or even what the 
show was about. | just 
know it was one of my 
favorite shows, and We 
Mo We High pops into my 
head every so often. 

A: That is “Square Pegs,” 

a comedy created by the 
great Anne Beatts, which 
aired on CBS for a single 
season in 1982-83. Sarah 
Jessica Parker starred 

in the series as one of a 
group of misfit students at 


a. 





Susan Sarandon and Trace Adkins in the series premiere of 
the country music drama “Monarch; airing this fall. Fox 


Weemawee High School. 
The show’s many charms 
included the “Square 
Pegs” theme song by the 
Waitresses (also known 
for “I Know What Boys 
Like” and “Christmas 
Wrapping”). 


Q: Just before the pan- 
demic hit, Tom Hanks 
made a movie called 
“Greyhound” about a con- 
voy of ships in World War II. 
| would love to see it on TV 
and especially DVD. Such 
has not been the case. 

A: The movie premiered 
on the streaming service 
Apple TV+ and is still 
there. I have not yet seena 
release date for a DVD. 


Q: Could you please tell 
me the name of the 
handsome Black man who 
was on “The New Adven- 
tures of Old Christine” 
and played Miranda’s 
boyfriend on “Sex and 

the City”? I love him, but |! 
can’t find out his name. 

A: That is Blair Under- 
wood, a fine, veteran actor. 
You may also have seen 
him in a host of other 
series including “Agents 
of S.H.I.E.L.D.)’ “Quan- 
tico,’ “When They See Us” 
and “L.A. Law” (where 
he’s also set to appear ina 


planned revival). 


Q: Many years ago, | 
watched a movie on TV 
about a woman who felt 
jinxed by wealth. When 
she marries, her husband 
becomes wealthy, then 
subsequently dies. The 
pattern repeats. What is 
the name of the movie and 
the actor who played the 
leading lady? 

A: That was “What a Way 
To Go,” from 1964. Shirley 
MacLaine starred as the 
unlucky wife; the cast also 
included Paul Newman, 
Robert Mitchum, Dick Van 
Dyke, Gene Kelly and Dean 
Martin. 


Q: Is John Cameron Mitch- 
ell related to Cameron 
Mitchell, who played Buck 
on “The High Chaparral”? 
A: From what I can find, 
John Cameron Mitch- 

ell — seen recently in the 
streaming series “Joe vs. 
Carole” — is not related to 
Cameron Mitchell. 


Do you have a question 

or comment about 
entertainment past, present 
and future? Write to Rich 
Heldenfels, P.O. Box 417, 
Mogadore, OH 44260, 

or brenfels@gmail.com. 
Letters may be edited. 


the academy wait until a 
few days before the cere- 
mony to invite Zegler, a 
glowing new star and the 
heart of Spielberg’s film, to 
present? 

It was a night of mixed 
results: a small-scale 
family drama won best 
picture, but “Dune” easily 
won the most awards of 
the night, with six. Jane 
Campion became only 
the third woman to win 
an Oscar for directing, for 
“The Power of the Dog,” 


but the film won no other 


awards. Jessica Chastain 
won best actress, her first 
Oscar, for “The Eyes of 
Tammy Faye,” which also 
won for makeup/hairstyle. 
Screenwriting awards went 
to Kenneth Branagh for 
“Belfast” (original screen- 
play, and Branagh’s first 
Oscar after eight nomi- 
nations spread out over 


more than 30 years) and 
Sian Heder for “CODA” 
(adapted screenplay). 

In between awards, 
numerous anniversa- 
ries were observed, with 
montages or cast reunions: 
James Bond turned 70, 
“The Godfather” turned 50, 
“White Men Can’t Jump” 
turned 30, “Juno” turned 15, 
and I turned, oh, 100 or so. 

And yet, within all the 
controversy and nonsense 
and filler, there were a 
few — just a few — of those 
moments that those of us 
who love the Oscars tune 
in for. 

I won’t soon forget Rita 
Moreno’s gaze — rapt 
and breathless — as she 
watched Ariana DeBose 
accept her award for 
best supporting actress 
for “West Side Story,” in 
the same role for which 
Moreno won her Oscar 60 


HOROSCOPES 


Tarot.com 


Aries (March 21-April19): 
The road less traveled is 
currently full of potential. 


You may feel more checked 


out than usua. Let yourself 


follow the universe’s tide — 


you might wash up some- 
where impressive. If the 
chance to assert yourself 
comes, don’t turn it down. 


Taurus (April 20-May 20): 
Your friend groups can 

do more than just provide 
company right now. They 
can also help broaden 
your horizons! Consider- 
ing visiting a museum or a 
gallery for some stimulat- 
ing exposure to new ways 
of viewing the world. You 
might appreciate what you 
see more than usual. 


Gemini (May 21-June 20): 
You won’t be afraid to get 
serious as necessary today, 
Gemini, and you'll be able 


to summon major energies. 


There are no limits on your 
achievements now — just 
be careful to avoid follow- 
ing white rabbits down 
winding holes in search of 
inspiration. Don’t get too 
lost in your work! 


Cancer (June 21-July 22): 
Two heads are better than 
one, and more than two 
can be even better. You 
can prove this true as you 
form a support group that 
can boost you up into the 
world. Your peers have 

a lot to offer, but you are 
bringing your own skills 
and talents as well! Be sure 
to do your part to help the 
team. 


TODAY IN 
HISTORY 


Associated Press 


On March 29,1943, World 
War II rationing of meat, 
fats and cheese began, 
limiting consumers to 

an average of about two 
pounds a week for beef, 
pork, lamb and mutton 
using a coupon system. 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): You 
may be ready to leave your 
mark on today, Leo! You 
are interested in catching 
big fish rather than chasing 
after minnows, opening up 
a space for you to claim as 
your own. You can show 
people just how capable 
you are — and perhaps 
earn a nice reward in the 
process. 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Following your heart could 
lead you to amazing places 
— you probably won’t want 
to do much else. Your rela- 
tionship is all about putting 
your wants first and fore- 
most. Acknowledge your 
desires. The more you try 
to avoid these matters, the 
more they will demand 
your attention. 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Efficiency and stabil- 

ity aren’t things that just 
happen! Today you have 
the chance to build a solid 
foundation you can use 

to start working toward 
them. Get in the habit of 
thinking ahead! If you 
could use some extra clar- 
ity in this corner, ask some- 
one trustworthy for advice. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
The stage is set for you 

to let people hear what 
yow’re about! You're likely 
ready to dance into the 
spotlight. You can channel 
this energy into some- 
thing inspiring, giving 
your connections a boost. 
If you’ve got something to 
say, then say it, whether it’s 
for an audience or just one 
or two people. 


In1951, Julius and Ethel 
Rosenberg were convicted 
in New York of conspiracy 
to commit espionage for 
the Soviet Union. 


In1971, Army Lt. William 
L. Calley Jr. was convicted 
of murdering 22 Vietnam- 
ese civilians in the 1968 My 
Lai massacre. 


In 1973, the last United 
States combat troops left 
South Vietnam, ending 


full weird moments 


years ago. 

DeBose lovingly 
acknowledged Moreno, 
and spoke of her own 
younger self: a queer 
Latina girl who “found 
her strength through art.” 
Paraphrasing the lyrics 
of “Somewhere,” she 
concluded her speech with 
a quietly joyful, “There is 
indeed a place for us.” 

Troy Kotsur, who won 
best supporting actor for 
“CODA” (becoming only 
the second deaf actor to 
win an Oscar), spoke in 
sign language, as presenter 
Joon-Yuh Jung held his 
statuette for him. 

He spoke movingly of his 
father — “the best signer 
in our family” — who was 
paralyzed in a car accident 
and became unable to sign, 
and dedicated his award 
to “the Deaf community, 
the CODA community, the 
disabled community — this 
is our moment.” 

And the fashion, as 
always, was akick. 

Among the more offbeat 
choices: Timothee Chala- 
met’s shirtlessness, Kristen 
Stewart’s formal Chanel 
shorts, Nicole Kidman’s 
enormous peplum (which 
looked like it might be 
handy for smuggling 
snacks). 

But gorgeous gowns of 
red and gold — most nota- 
bly, Kirsten Dunst in the 
former, Lupita Nyong’o 
in the latter — shone, and 
Ariana DeBose’s glorious 
red cape, worn with match- 
ing trousers and corset 
top, deserved a supporting 
Oscar of its own. 

Perhaps these Oscars 
will be a turning point — an 
opportunity for the acad- 
emy to finally decide to stop 
sabotaging itself and just 
celebrate the nominated 
films and the industry, with 
joy and dignity. 

Or perhaps not. More 
likely, it’Il be remembered 
for a remarkable level of 
awkwardness and strange- 
ness (did I mention how 
strangely upbeat the “In 
Memorium” section was?), 
and for being an astonish- 
ingly long night. 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): You can rack up 
support today if you let 
your feelings be your 
guide. A relative or female 
mentor could be the 
connecting link between 
you and a new opportunity, 
or serve as the catalyst for 
your own eureka moment. 
Put your money where 
your heart is! 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Your ideas can lead 
you to great places. You’re 
probably in the mood to 
get out and about — or at 
the very least see what 
everyone else is up to. That 
said, your focus may drasti- 
cally shift to highlight your 
own plans. You might even 
want to try convincing a 
few people to join you. 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
It could feel like a current 
issue is snapping for your 
attention off in the wings. 
You’re in the mood to put 
your best foot forward, but 
this can-do attitude could 
get reigned. Don’t forget 
about anything else that 
may be going on — you’re 
likely feeling whatever it is 
deeply! 


Pisces (Feb. 19-March 

20): Power plays might 
impact your friendships or 
a community effort today, 
making you especially 
conscious of the energetic 
vibrations permeating the 
world right now. Don’t 

be shocked if people are 
behaving a bit over the top 
— you can get back to them 
once things have calmed 
down. 


America’s direct military 
involvement in the Viet- 
nam War. 


In1984, under cover of 
early morning darkness, 
the Baltimore Colts foot- 
ball team left its home city 
and moved to Indianapolis. 


In 2004, President George 
W. Bush welcomed seven 
former Soviet-bloc nations 
into NATO during a White 
House ceremony. 
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BONUS PUZZLE PAGE 


An extra array of word games, search and Jumble. Want more? Play online at PlayJumble.com 





Scan QR code to play online. 




























SUDOKU WORD SEARCH 
Level: 11 |) 3 |[ 4 | Wordsearch: slippery when wet 329 
16 Complete the grid so each row, column and Can you find all the words hidden in the grid? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, or 
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every diagonally. The words will always be in a straight line. Cross them off the list as you find them. 
digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, 
visit www.sudoku.org.uk. AEFGFPJJSK IDYL IO JM 
st ZCLRETAWKOSLICKSH2Z 
| 12 TBUTTERSKISLOPESSwW 
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4 OBSHCGRPODLIETLUNA OD 
NCL SVAADVLSRSGES VU 
Ba CF EELCI!ICtHlXBJIAWML EHS 
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C8 letters = 10 points ) letters = 10 points - = Amateur 
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ine ondenioeS ~ | CUSTARD JELLY POLISH SLITHERY r 
EELS LACQUER ROAD SLUSH g 
ELUSIVE LARD SEAWEED SMOOTH ; 
FISH LIQUID SHAMPOO SNOW : 
nr eee ae - ee FLUID MARGARINE SKI SLOPE SOAP . 
nse é missing letter to complete an eignt-letter 6 
word reading eae or aie eee GLASS MOSS SKID SUDS : 
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by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 


I don’t like how 
10 411 one letter to each square, peg eg enka cuer 
to form four ordinary words. ou think you’re here and say 
the cat’s pajamas _ w= that! 







ZR Bee 
“| | tT 
ae eee 
22a 6A 
22@EERE ARE 
“|| | a | 
et | | 
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©2016 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 









Va 
N 


Check out the new, free JUST JUMBLE app 




















THE CALICO DIDN'T GET 
ee] wnns 
THAT WAS —-— 
2s ae oonnek 
to form the surprise answer, as 
NIN Nd! suggested by the above cartoon. 





; Jumbles: TREND ROBOT LOCALE LIKELY 
Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 5/28/17 
‘ C]H{E/C|K}L| 1 {S| Answer: The calico didn’t get along with the cat that 
was — KITTY-CORNER 





ans:{ XX XX) 
ns: = 
NARI AIA LAN. LAN LA NAR LAIN LAN LAIN AIK AA 
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ACROSS 42 __ Katic of “Castle” ARROW WORDS 
1 Sarah Hyland’s role on “Modern 44 Accumulate 
2 ioe Oa) os pe aol ey Fill in the grid using the clues provided in the direction of the arrows. When complete, unscramble 
9 Popeye’s love 47 Blanchett and others the letters in the circles to reveal a mystery word. 
10 Ability; talent 
12 Bank vaults DOWN . Clinic Insurance 
13 Actor David Hyde __ 1 Role on “Bonanza” offerings eae 
14 180 degrees from NNW 2 “Woe is me!” 
15 “Jeopardy!” creator __ Griffin 3 Sitcom for Colin Hanks 
16 Nincompoop 4 Role on “Last Man Standing” Baseball 
19 “__ la Douce”; Shirley MacLaine 5 “Say __ to the Dress” eleaeeiialin 
movie 6 “Up in the __”; George Clooney 
23 Role on “Cheers” film Ivy League 
24 _ asoul;no one 7 “Long Lost Family” network = 
25 “The __ of Wrath” 8 Tavern order Dict. info 
28 Edith Bunker’s hubby 10 “To __, with Love”; movie for 
30 Actress Gilpin of “Frasier” Sidney Poitier Pela foal 
31 Creative thought 11 Sitcom for Kevin James country 
32 Opening bet 13 “__ Sematary”; Fred Gwynne 
33 Liz __; Tina Fey’s role on “30 horror film Tennis 
Rock” 15 Series for Allison Janney star 
34 “The Sonny and __ Comedy 17 Female deer Gaeta 
Hour” 18 Tax-collecting agcy. 
36 “How the West ___ Won” 20 Cheerleader’s cry Follow, as 
39 “Sesame __” 21 Diagnostic scan, for short advice 


22 Certain vote 


2 nt’s avg. 
ee ecu sushi be 
e __ & otimpy sho eel 
OlL| ti vie IS{K] IPE IL 27 Carney or Linkletter 
S|AIFIELSMP] I ELRI CLE 28 High-ranking nav. officer 
IMIELR] Vv 29 Old Oldsmobile __-Man — 
io] lol7 Mi Ri MA 31 Suffix for boss or wind roy avenue 
IN|O|R| MN; ATRIY. 33 “Never __ Me Go”; film for Clark 
RAGes aaa Gable and Gene Tierney 





IP/EIRI 1 EIA 35 “__ Just Not That Into You”: 
TAINIT/ EME LIE|MIOIN| Jennifer Aniston movie 
ICTH/ETR| 37 Bancroft or Meara 

S|TIRIElE|T 38 Talkback = Inventor 

TAlM[AIs|s| TETRIIINIS| 39 Paulo, Brazil Nikola 

folc]t| 40 Premium cable network 

6/4/17 41 Long-tailed rodent ©2020 Knight Features. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency. 8/15/20 
42 1/60 of a min. 
All Rights Reserved. 43 Refrain syllable 
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Peanuts By Charles M. Schulz Dilbert By Scott Adams 


SEE THIS 
COIN? NOW 
TRICKS ?)\ WATCH CAREFULLY. 





/ 


icMee! 





MY GRANOFATHER LIKES ME... 

HE SAYS I AM AS RARE 
AS A TRUFFLE... 50 HE 
CALLS ME “TRUFFLES” 


WELL, MY NAME [5 LINUS 
AND THIS 15 SNOOPY,.HE'S 
-|S0RT OF AN UNUSUAL 006... 


o y 
Bi jr Z 
TP ike ; 
ff, ( 
ff 

i 
| 
: 
Wwe 
\ i 
! h 


SALES ARE DOWN 
100% BECAUSE YOU 
FIRED THE ENTIRE 

SALES TEAM TO 

REDUCE EXPENSES. 


I’M DISAPPOINTED 
IN YOUR NEGATIVITY. 


HIRE THEN OUR 
THEM EXPENSES 
ALL WILL BE 
BACK. TOO HIGH. 


@SCOTTADAMSSAYS 


©1975 Peanuts Worldwide LLC, Dist. by Andrews M: 





DILBERT.COM 
3-29-22 2022 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by Andrews McMeel 





NO, BUTHELL, YOUARE $0 
CAN-DO ZEKE! 


BEFORE THE BELL: SCOOTER BORDEN, 
GREGG HAMM AND FRIENDS... 
i] Dp 


“a 








bE] WHAT MAJOR LEAGUE RECORD FJ 

\| 00 YOU THINK IS LEAST : 

\. LIKELY TO BE BROKEN? _A 
‘ ’ if 















YOU DON’T WANT | ° 
YOGEI BERRA'S 
MIOOLE NAME? im 







Andrews McMeel Syndication ©1997 G.B. Trudeau 
www.doonesbury.com 


R- 
HERE'S THE Aawn8 d i. AND YOU 
QUESTION: °C oe ox le | : MOPES ARE 












POT THE 
HAVE AN BLENDER YOU AND THAT STUDENT! ALL I'M DOING IS [x YOU'RE POING MORE 
EXTENSION BACK YOU'RE GIVING HIM SPECIAL TEACHING...JUST THAN BEFRIENDING A 
CORD? TREATMENT OUTSIDE OF LIKE YOU. CERTAIN STUDENT, 
: CLASS AS WELL! |} AND | THINK OTHERS 
A WILL WANT TO KNOW! 


I'LL GO HAVE 
A LOOK AT HIM 


OH, NO! A BIRD 
HIT THE PICTORE 
WINDOW! 


ved, 





MM DAV%S 3-29 
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Se ees wo iers, Pp fick Aeorremercaye | ||| Gan comcutn he) PR Sea Becca pcan 
THE GANG WAR We WASPS AND HORNETS. —12 MY ARTWORK BEHIND! 3 TRASHS GONE WRONG. 





DCOECGIE DUO POE? TWINS 
i a: 
TR TR ys WY 
Ad yA at 
f y ESS 
ees y SS 
AA \ a © . 
2) ecortgaes A 
THE INTERNET (9 TERRIBLE LATELY. JUST GO 


\e ..BUT THE PAGE 
I NEED TO CALL CUSTOMER SERVICE’ |£| TO THEIR EBSITE WON'T LOAD. 
B) 









NOW, WHY WOULD 
SHE HAVE TO PROTECT 
> S YOU FROM US? 


THE CLA BURST INTO 
MY HOUSE ALL GUNS 
4 A-BLAZING TWO SECONDS 
AFTER WE RAN! 










AL “WORKING WITH”? WE WERE IN HIDING! SHE 
‘ WAS PROTECTING US FROM YOUR PEOPLE! 











BUT I CAN'T FIND THE NUMBER. |2| WEBSITE. 









SERIOUSLY, 
ARE YOU TRYING }¥ 
TO TEST HOW 
SELECTIVE MY 
MEMORY 19 
UNDER STRESS? 


oa 


| a 
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MARCIULIANO 


Zaaeee 
ti 
C] 


MARCIULIANO 
+ WANIZY 
3/14 





NINETY-THREE PERCENT OF PEOPLE ‘| / THATS ONE EFFORT 
WHO HAVE EVER LIVED ARE NOW 1 {WAY OF f; 
DEAD. | | LOOKING FOR 

AT IT. SUCKERS. 












I WAS THE REIGNING 
CHAMPION UNTIL SOMEONE 
DETHRONED ME. 


SERIOUSLY, MADDIE... 
GOUR DAD ONCE HELD THE 
RECORD FOR THE MOST 
POINTS SCORED ON 

‘DEFE 


1] 


= 
ELIMINATOR 
-— 


Syndicate tnc. All Rights Reserved 









IF YoUR STEPS HAVEN'T 
BEEN COUNTED, 


I'M TRYING To LVE MORE 
IN THE MOMENT, SO T 

LEFT M4 PHONE HERE 
WHEN [T WENT FOR 








MarkTatulli.com 














In the future pith, 
everyone will be fifi} 
world-famous fii 
for 15 minutes." fail 
7, --Andy Warhol a 
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I PLAYED GOLF 
WITH THE KING 
TODAY 


WE WERE A FAMILY 
GLORY DANS, OF COPS, FIREFIGHTERS, 
JOE? TEACHERS AND MEDICAL 
FIRST RESPONDERS... 





Wizardofld.com 
Dist. by Creators 
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LADIES, 1 
GIVE YO) THE 


OK, So HOW DOES THAT, 
IN YOUR WoRDs, 
“REVOLUTIONIZE HOVSE- 
Hod ELECTRICITY”? 


ARE YOU GUY GOING 
TO ED'S RETIREMENT 


SLEEP SLUMBER PARTY ? 
CLINIC 


—_—_o — 





THE 
NEWS 






CoRD! THIS 
CoRD PLUG IN 
SOFA! SOFA 






I have my 
PJs packed / 


Darby Conley / Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication for UFS 





Monty By Jim Meddick 
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For Better Or For Worse By Lynn Johnston 
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THAT NASA CONSPIRED WNITH THE 
DEEP STATE To STOP WINN AND 
KEEP THE TRUTH COVERED UP, 

LIKE THE STOLEN ELECTION 


WAS REALLY 
ROPING To WTLINE 
THIS STUPID ERK... 


REMEMBER TIKT GUN 
Who BUILT His o\NN 
ROCKET SHIP To FIN 
INTo SPACE So HE 
COULD PRE THE 
EARTH 6 FLAT ? 


WELL, | SUPPOSE 
THAT PROVES IT 
THEN 
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NO, I REALLY 
DO WANT 
CORN WITH 
DINNER 


1 TOLD MOM I'D LiKe 
CORN WITH DINNER... 


WHEN SHE WENT INTO 

THE CABINET TO GET 

A CAN OF CORN, I 

SLIPPED THE PIE 

FROM THE FRIDGE ! 
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Pickles By Brian Crane 


ARE YOU OKAY, TIRED? I'm HOOPED!S 
JAD? You LOOK | JUST SPENT EIGHT 
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CROSSWORD 


EDITED BY RICH NORRIS AND JOYCE NICHOLS LEWIS 


Across 66 Inascary 10 Back up,asa 36 Narrow inlets 
1 Costume way backup 37 NCAA Bruins’ 
7 Word with 67 Dreaming sleep 11 Doha’s country home 
friendly or stage 12 Words ona 38 Site for 
interface 68 Preferred jacket handmade gifts 
11 NFL team brownie piece, 13 Jazz 40 Get under 
leaders for some woodwinds control 
14 Do very well 69 Spanish “You’re 18 _ fortat 41 Crowd eruption 
15 Backsplash welcome” 23 Stopped 46 Make fizzy 
piece running, asa 47 Like matryoshka 
16 Inthe style of Down stream dolls 
17 Having thesame_ 1 “Conversely,”in 24 Along time 48 Asparagus 
ability texts 25 Tapenade piece 
19 Prom rental 2 “Hmm... no ingredient 49 Olivia of “House” 
20 Firefighting aid chance” 26 White or Blue § 50 Settheory truth 
21 Onthe__:being 3 Square root of river 51 “Uncle!” 
broadcast nueve 27 First light 52 Corp. honchos 
22 Inthe loop 4 Pillarsoflslam 28 Workplace 55 Swiss capital 
24 Touch and go, count safety org. 56 Asics 
grammatically 5 “had 29 Source of some competitor 
27 Amount to take, enough!” suds 57 Fuse 
in an Rx 6 King-jack,e.g., 30 Rabbit ears 58 “Game of 
31 Property claim in bridge 33 Less likely to Thrones” girl __ 
32 Acting 7 Wombs speak up, maybe Stark 
together 8 Polite title 34 Ref. work 61 Chap 
33 Gardener’s 9 West _:high- that added 62 Newcar stat 
bagful end furniture “freshperson” in 63 Word beforea 
35 “Good point” outlet 2021 birth name 
39 “Guilty or 
Backofene |_| | | | | Mam | | | 
42 Back of the 
neck 14 15 16 
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Stephen 
Foster 
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53 “Coco” 
studio 
54 Collectible 
records, for 
short 
55 “Roll Tide” 
school 
59 Yalie 
60 Rarely... 
or what 
each set 
of circled 
letters is? 
64 Hoopla 
65 Brewpub 
array 
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BRIDGE 


BY STEVE BECKER 


East dealer. 
East-West vulnerable. 
NORTH 


The bidding: 
East South 
Pass 1@ 
Pass 2@ 
Opening lead — king of hearts. 


Bridgeisa 
partnership game 


West 
Pass 


North 
1 NT 


Assume you're a defender, and your 
partner adopts a line of defense you don’t 
understand. Despite your uncertainty, it’s 
Usually wise to cooperate with your partner, 
whatever he’s doing, because he might 
know something about the hand that you 
don’t know. Besides, it’s psychologically 
better to humor him — even if only for 
morale purposes. 

Getting down to cases, let’s suppose 
you're East, defending against two spades, 
and your partner leads the K-A-O of hearts, 
declarer following suit. 

At this point, you’d be expecting that 
partner was going to shift to a diamond or 
a club, neither of which would make much 
difference to you since you have both suits 
under control. But much to your surprise, 
West now leads the nine of hearts! 

Declarer discards a diamond from 
dummy and thus dashes your hope of 


TODAY'S SUDOKU 





AN 





Complete the grid so each 
row, column and 3-by-3 box 
in bold borders) contains 
every digit, 1 to 9. For strate- 
gies on how to solve Sudoku, STH 
visit www.sudoku.org.uk 


SWER TO N 
PREVIOUS PUZZLE 


scoring a diamond trick later on. West’s 
heart play might strike you as very strange, 
since somewhere along the line he must 
have been told not to give declarer a ruff- 
and-discard. However, you’d do better to 
take the play as well-reasoned and try to 
figure out what your partner is up to. It 
would surely be wrong to discard on the 
nine of hearts, which you might feel inclined 
to do if you assumed partner had taken 
leave of his senses. 

Instead, you should follow partner’s 
defense and ruff the nine of hearts with 
your queen of spades. That’s what he 
presumably wants you to do in order to 
promote his trump holding. If you do this, 
South will eventually lose three trump 
tricks and go down one; if you don’t, he 
makes the contract. 

Tomorrow: Planning provides the 
answer. 


JUMBLE 
BY DAVID HOYT AND JEFF KNUREK 


Unscramble these Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


My followers 
will love 
this. 


Looks just 
like you. 


| follow 
you! 


THE SELFIE TAKEN BY THE SMALL 
TEDDY BEAR CAME OUT --- 
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Get the free JUST JUMBLE app « Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble 


Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
All Rights Reserved. suggested by the above cartoon. 


"ge Fees ete6¢s 
*. 26: A,.A,.AVCA KAA A ALS 
(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GRIME ICING POCKET VOLUME 


Answer: The couple that bought a mountaintop cabin and 
a condo in a high-rise were — LIVING IT UP 


Yesterday’s 


ANSWER TO PREVIOUS 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
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. apparel and mugs. 
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UCONN MEN’S 
BASKETBALL 


Veteran 
guard Cole 
declares for 
NBA draft 


Staff report 


The UConn men’s basket- 
ball team will be down another 
veteran for the 2022-23 season 
as R.J. Cole announced he is 
entering the 2022 NBA draft. 

The graduate point guard, 
who had one more year of eligi- 
bility because of the pandemic, 
announced his decision via 
Instagram on Monday. 

“Thank you to the coaching 
staff for taking me in and instill- 
ing the necessary confidence in 
me to play here,” Cole said in 
the Instagram post. 

After sitting out the 2019- 
20 season as a transfer from 
Howard, Cole finished second 
in scoring (12.2) for UConn and 
led the team in assists (4.3), 
steals (1.2) and 3-point field 
goal percentage (.386) in 2020- 
21. This season, he started in all 
33 games, leading the team in 
minutes played (33.5), scoring 
(15.8) and assists (136) and was 
second in steals (36). He was 
named to this season’s All-Big 
East First Team and the District 
I All-District Team. 

“Thank you Husky Nation for 
taking in a kid whose dream has 
always been to be a part of the 
UConn family,” Cole said in the 
post. “It has been an unforgetta- 
ble three years. There’s a reason 
this is the Basketball Capital of 
the World.” 

Cole played high school 
basketball at St. Anthony High 
School in Jersey City, New 
Jersey, under UConn coach 
Dan Hurley’s father, Hall of 
Fame coach Bob Hurley. 

“Playing for Coach [Dan] 
Hurley meant a lot as I got to 
stay within the Hurley family,” 
he said in the post. 

After UConn’s season ended 
with a 70-63 loss in the first 
round of the NCAA Tourna- 
ment to No. 12 seed New Mexico 
State on March 17, Cole said he 
believed the Huskies are in good 
hands with Adama Sanogo and 
company in the future. 

“I’m very confident,’ Cole 
said following the game. “They 
were part of this program when 
we first got in here as well, so 
we built it from the ground up 
with them especially. They’re 
very talented, and I think 
they’re going to do very big 
things in this program and help 
this program continue to make 
the rise that it needs to be.” 


R.J. COLE BY 
THE NUMBERS 
2021-22 stats 


Pts.: 15.8 
Assists: 136 
Steals: 36 
Starts: 33 CY 
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NCAA WOMEN’S TOURNAMENT UCONN 291, N.C. STATE 87 (20T) 


Extra special 
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UConn’s Nika Muhl is double teamed by North Carolina State’s Diamond Johnson, left, and North Carolina State’s 


Jada Boyd in Monday night’s NCAA Bridgeport Regional final at Total Mortgage Arena in Bridgeport. CLOE POISSON / 


SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 


Bueckers, UConn 
need double 
overtime to get 
past NC State, 
advance to 14th 
straight Final Four 


By Lori Riley 
Hartford Courant 


BRIDGEPORT — When 
Dorka Juhasz went down 
midway through the second 
quarter of the Bridgeport 
Regional championship game 
against North Carolina State, 
crumpled against the basket 
standard and crying, the energy 
left the building and the UConn 
crowd was silent. 

The injury clearly shook 
up the Huskies, but they were 
able to hang on against a tough, 
experienced North Carolina 
State team that refused to go 
away and forced two overtimes. 

Led by Paige Bueckers’ 27 
points and 21 from Christyn 
Williams, UConn advanced to 
its 14th straight Final Four with 
a 91-87 double overtime victory 
over top-seeded NC State 
Monday night at Total Mort- 
gage Arena. 

The last time UConn went to 
overtime in a regional final in 
Bridgeport, the Huskies lost to 
Duke in 2006. But it was not to 
be this time. 

Azzi Fudd added 19 points for 
the second-seeded Huskies. 

Williams hit a shot with 5 
seconds left in the second over- 
time to give UConn the final 
lead, and NC State’s last shot 
missed. 

The score was tied at 61 after 
regulation and 77-77 after the 
first OT. 

Bueckers had 15 points in the 
overtimes. 

Jakia Brown-Turner led NC 
State with 20 points, and Elissa 
Cunane added 18. 

UConn took the lead when 
Bueckers hit a 3 to open the 
second OT and never gave it up. 

Fudd had a nice pass to Aali- 
yah Edwards under the basket 


Turn to UConn, Page 4 


Stanford keeps repeat hopes alive by outlasting Texas 


By Tim Booth 


Associated Press 


SPOKANE, Wash. — Standing 
at the top of the ladder, Lexie Hull 
got the final snip with the scissors, 
drawing one of the loudest cheers 
of the night as she draped the net 
around her neck. 

Hull did all she could to get 


defending national champion 
Stanford back to her hometown 
for the Spokane Regional. Then, 
she became the catalyst for getting 
the Cardinal back to the women’s 
Final Four. 

“I’m just super proud of our 
team for staying with it, sticking 
with each other and being gritty,” 
Hull said. “I think it really comes 


down to who was the grittier 
team.” 

The Cardinal will play in the 
national semifinal for the 15th 
time in program history, facing 
UConn in Minneapolis on Friday 
night. 

“It’s crazy to say this but you’re 
always happy to go to the Final 
Four, but sometimes you’re like 


Rocky Hill’s Moore back on mound for BC 


Pitcher overcomes 
mental, physical battle 
with testicular cancer 


By Dom Amore 
Hartford Courant 


A little over a year ago, Rocky 
Hill native and Boston College 
pitcher Evan Moore was sitting in 
his oncologist’s office waiting for 
another dose of the poison that 
was needed to kill his cancer and 
wondering if it wasn’t killing all his 


dreams with it. 

“I was bald, not feeling well, 
moving sluggishly,’ Moore said. “I 
had a lot of water retention issues, 
so I was 238 pounds, which is 38 
pounds off what I usually am. And 
I remember thinking, ‘I have no 
idea how I am going to get back’ 
That realization really stuck with 
me, and it hurt for quite some 
time.” 

This was the mental and physi- 
cal toll the recovery from testicular 
cancer was taking on Moore in his 
sophomore year at Boston College. 


Did you know? 


When it comes to traction on the road, having rain with 
temperatures in the 40s will affect your traction very differently than 
rainy conditions with temperatures in the 50s. 


riscassi-davis.com 


131 Oak Street » Hartford, Connecticut 
860.522.1196 * 800.344.5297 


Though his coaches and team- 
mates were checking in constantly, 
it was achallenge to keep his spirits 
up. And despite receiving videos 
urging him to keep at it from major 
league pitcher Jon Lester, acancer 
survivor, and Yankees GM Brian 
Cashman, among others, it was 
hard to envision a day when he 
would be ona mound, pitching and 
feeling like himself again. 

“I was down in the dumps,” 
Moore said, “pretty bitter that this 
kind of happened out of nowhere, 
stripped baseball away from me in 


a split second.” 

Eventually, the assurances of 
the doctors came to fruition. The 
monthlong cycle of heavy-duty 
chemotherapy did its job. Moore 
learned he was cancer-free on Jan. 
29, 2021, and a couple of months 
later, on April 10, he returned 
to visit his team. Coach Mike 
Gambino had arranged for every- 
one to wear jerseys with Moore’s 
name and No. 36, and Moore snuck 
up on the huddle. “Hey, Coach,” 


Turn to Moore, Page 5 


RIB) RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 


really happy. And I’m like really 
happy,” coach Tara VanDerveer 
said. 

Hull scored 20 points, includ- 
ing a key three-point play inside 
the final three minutes, and Haley 
Jones hit four free throws in the 
closing moments to finish with 18 


Turn to Stanford, Page 5 
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Evan Moore, from Rocky Hill, won 
a battle with testicular cancer 
to resume his pitching career at 
Boston College. He fired three 
perfect innings against Louisville on 
Sunday. BC ATHLETICS 
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SPORTS 


UP NEXT 

UConn WBB: NCAA 
Final Four (if necessary) 
vs. Stanford, Friday, 
time TBD; NCAA 
Championship (if 
necessary) vs. TBD, 
Sunday, 8 p.m. 

Celtics: Heat, 
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.; 
Pacers, Friday, 7:30 p.m.; 
Wizards, Sunday, 1 p.m. 
Knicks: Hornets, 
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.; 
Cavaliers, Saturday, 1 .m.; 
at Magic, Sunday, 6 p.m. 
Nets: Pistons, Tuesday, 
7:30 p.m.; Bucks, 
Thursday, 7:30 p.m.; at 
Hawks, Saturday, 

7:30 p.m. 

Bruins: Maple Leafs, 
Tuesday, 7 p.m.; Devils, 
Thursday, 7 p.m.; Blue 
Jackets, Saturday, 7 p.m. 
Rangers: at Penguins, 
Tuesday, 7 p.m.; at Red 
Wings, Wednesday, 

7:30 p.m.; Islanders, 
Friday, 7 p.m. 

Wolf Pack: at W-B/ 
Scranton, Wednesday, 

7 p.m.; Belleville, Friday, 
7 p.m.; Syracuse, 
Saturday, 7 p.m. 


TV/RADIO 
BASEBALL 

1p.m.: Nationals at 
Astros. (Live) MLB 
4p.m.: Angels at Rockies. 
(Live) MLB 

7 p.m.: UNC-Wilmington 
at North Carolina. (Live) 
ACC 

7 p.m.: Florida State vs 
Florida. (Live) SEC 

9 p.m.: Athletics at 
Dodgers. (Live) MLB 
BASKETBALL 

6:30 p.m.: Girls High 
School McDonald’s All- 
American Game. (Live) 
ESPN2 

7p.m.: NIT Semifinal St. 
Bonaventure vs Xavier. 
(Live) ESPN 

7:30 p.m.: Lakers at 
Mavericks. (Live) TNT 
7:30 p.m.: Pistons at 
Nets. (Live) YES 

9 p.m.: McDonald's All 
American Game. (Live) 
ESPN 

9:30 p.m.: NIT Semifinal 
Washington State vs 
Texas A&M. (Live) ESPN2 
10 p.m.: Jazz at Clippers. 
(Live) TNT 

HOCKEY 

7p.m.: Rangers at 
Penguins. (Live) MSG 

7 p.m.: Maple Leafs at 
Bruins. (Live) NESN 
SOCCER 

2:30 p.m.: FIFA World 
Cup Qualifying Portugal 
vs North Macedonia. 
(Live) ESPN2 
SOFTBALL 

5 p.m.: Harvard at Boston 
College. (Live) ACC 
TENNIS 

11. a.m.: Miami Open, 
ATP Round of 16, WTA 
Quarterfinal 1 & 2. (Live) 
TENNIS 


REGIONAL DIGEST 
Rangers acquire 
former UConn 
forward Letunov 


The New York Rangers 
acquired former UConn 
forward Maxim Letunov 
from the Carolina Hurri- 
canes on Monday and 
assigned him to the 
Hartford Wolf Pack. The 
Rangers sent defense- 
man Tarmo Reunanen to 
the Hurricanes. 

Letunov, selected in 
the second round (52nd 
overall) of the 2014 draft 
by the St. Louis Blues, 
had 13 goals and 10 assists 
in 60 AHL games this 
season with the Chicago 
Wolves. Over the course 
of 199 career AHL games 
with the Wolves and 
San Jose Barracuda, 
Letunov has 49 goals 
and 57 assists. He has 
appeared in three NHL 
games, all with the San 
Jose Sharks, scoring one 
goal. He made his NHL 
debut Feb. 4, 2020, with 
the Sharks against the 
Calgary Flames. 


Quinnipiac hockey’s 
record season ends: The 
Quinnipiac men’s hockey 
team heads into the 
offseason with plenty to be 
proud of. The Bobcats tied 
a program record with 32 
wins, finishing 32-7-3, and 
goaltender Yaniv Perets 
finished with a 1.17 goals 
against average, a Division 
Irecord. Quinnipiac made 
tried to keep its season 
alive Sunday, nearly eras- 
ing.a four-goal deficit with 
a four-goal third period in 
the NCAA regional final in 
Allentown, Pennsylvania. 


— Staff reports 


RED SOX 


Prospect makes a statement 


Mayer hits memorable 
homer off Eovaldi 
in simulated game 


By Steve Hewitt 
Boston Herald 


FORT MYERS, Fla. — Marcelo 
Mayer has enjoyed several memo- 
rable moments since being taken as 
the No. 4 overall pick by the Red Sox 
in last July’s draft, including going to 
the All-Star Game to meet some of 
Boston’s stars. 

But this moment easily beat them 
all. 

During a simulated game Monday 
morning at JetBlue Park, the 
19-year-old looked nothing like the 
kid who was still playing high school 
baseball at this time last spring. He 
was unfazed as he stepped into the 
batter’s box against Red Sox ace 
Nathan Eovaldi — with manager 
Alex Cora watching from behind 
home plate in the stands — and 
smashed a home run to the 420-foot 
sign in right-center field. 

Mayer hustled out of the box, but 
once he realized the ball went out, he 
soaked it in. He had even surprised 
himself. 

“Tt was just a really cool moment,” 
Mayer said. “I was kind of shocked. 
Just to be able to put a ball in play 
against him, it’s pretty cool.” 

Mayer struck out in his first 
at-bat against Eovaldi in Monday’s 
sim game, but came up the second 
time with a plan. He took a first- 
pitch curveball, and then sat on the 
righty’s fastball and got it. The pitch 
was up and in, but Mayer was all 
over it. 

The young shortstop wasn’t sure 
if the ball was gone at the crack of 
the bat because of the park’s tricky 
dimensions, and was pleasantly 
surprised to see it go out. 

“It’s an uncomfortable at-bat, 
and Nathan Eovaldi’s one of the 
best starters in the league, so I was 
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Monday with ahome run off Nathan Eovaldi ina simulated game. DAVID ZALUBOWSKI/AP 


shocked when I hit it,’ Mayer said. 
“He has so many good pitches that 
you have to really simplify, so I just 
ended up sitting fastball, and I was 
able to get it.” 

Eovaldi gave Mayer credit. 

“I asked (Christian Vazquez) 
because we wanted to go up and in 
with the fastball, and he said it was 
a good pitch,” Eovaldi said. “He got 
his hands to it and knocked it out... 

“He’s one of those gifted guys. 
He’s going to make an impact with 
the team eventually, and he went up 
there and put a good swing on the 
ball.” 

Mayer said he had never gone up 
against a pitcher as good as Eovaldi, 


and the experience will only help 
him. 

“Nathan Eovaldi-caliber, no. Not 
at all,” Mayer said. “I’ve faced a 
few big leaguers that are also really 
good and really talented, but Nathan 
Eovaldi just has something to him, 
you know?... 

“The more better pitching you 
face, the better you’ll be and the 
more prepared you'll be, so facing a 
guy like him, the more I face him, the 
better I’ll be.” 

Everything about Mayer has been 
impressive so far in his first Red Sox 
spring camp. Last week, he played in 
his first career spring training game 
and worked a four-pitch walk in his 


first at-bat. Then, he gota few cracks 
in Monday’s sim game and contin- 
ued to look mature beyond his years. 
He even made anice defensive play 
when he bare-handed a grounder 
and nearly threw out the runner. 

It doesn’t seem like Mayer gets 
nervous.“I get pregame jitters every 
game. That’s normal,” Mayer said. 
“But as soon as the game starts, I’m 
fine.”Even against one of the best 
pitchers in baseball.“It’s just base- 
ball. You kind of just got to think of 
it as that because it’s way different 
than playing in the back fields. For 
me, once I was able to get that first 
throw out of the way in warmups, I 
was good.” 
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Deivi Garcia is trying to get back on the Yankees’ big league roster come April. JOHN RAOUX/AP 


Garcia competing for spot 
on big-league pitching staff 


By Kristie Ackert 
New York Daily News 


LAKELAND, Fla. — Deivi 
Garcia has been competing 
since before he got to Tampa 
this spring. 

The young right-hander 
is not just battling for a spot 
back on the big league roster, 
but after a disastrous 2021 
season, he’s reestablishing 
himself. In two starts this 
spring, the 22-year-old has 
looked more like the kid that 
broke into the big leagues in 
2020. 

With expanded rosters for 
April and the Yankees likely 
to take 15 pitchers, Garcia 
could make his way into the 
bullpen or the starting rota- 
tion. He’s competing with 
other youngsters like Luis 
Gil and Clarke Schmidt 
to break camp with the 
Yankees, but also to let them 
know down the road he can 
help them get outs. 

“Competing is everything, 
so where you pitch doesn’t 
matter,’ Garcia said through 
interpreter Marlon Abreu. 
“T see it as an opportunity to 
pitch and an opportunity to 


help the team so wherever 
it may be, if it’s in the begin- 
ning or the end, wherever, 
I’m going to try to do my best 
to compete and give my best 
to the team.” 

Monday, Garcia allowed 
one run, a homer to Dustin 
Garneau, in 2 % innings. He 
struck out one and did not 
walk a batter. He showed 
better fastball command and 
velocity than he did during 
the 2021 season, when he 
pitched to a 6.85 ERA in 
Triple A. 

Yankees pitching coach 
Matt Blake said that Garcia 
may have tried to make too 
big of a mechanical change 
last season. So they went 
back to look at his deliv- 
ery when he had success 
in 2019 and 2020 and built 
from there. 

‘Just taking care of his 
body, owning his delivery 
that he’s comfortable with 
and getting the arm slot back 
up a little bit, and I think 
that’s where you see a little 
bit more power,’ Blake said. 
“And he’s kind of getting the 
characteristics of the fastball 
back, which is kind of what 


he showcased today.” 

The Yankees have ques- 
tions about their big league 
starting staff behind Gerrit 
Cole. 

Luis Severino has pitched 
just 27 % innings over the 
last three years because 
of major injuries — a torn 
lat muscle and Tommy 
John surgery — as well as 
nagging issues such as a 
hamstring strain and shoul- 
der soreness. Jameson Tail- 
lon flashed some really 
good stuff, but ended the 
year needing ankle surgery. 
Nestor Cortes was their 
most consistent starter, and 
Jordan Montgomery was a 
solid back-end of the rota- 
tion lefty. 

Among their younger 
pitchers, Luis Gil was 
impressive in six starts last 
season, pitching to a 3.07 
ERA, but that was limited. 
Clarke Schmidt missed 
most of the season with an 
elbow issue. Michael King 
has proved more useful as a 
reliever than a starter. 

All of these pitchers will 
likely have to contribute at 
some point this season. 


METS 


Praise showered on 
Showalter: ‘There’s no 
better manager out there’ 


By Deesha Thosar 
New York Daily News 


PORT ST. LUCIE, Fla. 
— For the first time in five 
years, the Mets opted for 
an old-school manager 
when they hired Buck 
Showalter as skipper. A 
few weeks into spring 
training, players in the 
Mets clubhouse have felt 
a shift in energy. 

“We work our butts off,” 
said Mets first baseman/ 
outfielder Dominic Smith. 
“We just have a certain 
confidence and swagger 
that I feel like in the past, 
we didn’t have.” 

“The leadership, it starts 
with Buck,’ said shortstop 
Francisco Lindor. “That’s 
the number one thing 
that’s a big change.” 

“Being in this organiza- 
tion for 12 years, it kind of 
feels like it’s anew organi- 
zation,” said reliever Seth 
Lugo. “The excitement is 
here.” 

“He’s perfect for this 
team,” said veteran 
second baseman Robinson 
Cano. 

Mets players were 
quick to point out Show- 
alter’s attention to detail, a 
reputation the 65-year-old 
skipper held well before 
he introduced himself to 
the players once the lock- 
out was lifted earlier this 
month. Showalter worked 
for 20 years as abig-league 
manager for the Yankees, 
Diamondbacks, Rangers 
and Orioles. His stint with 
the Mets brings him back 
to New York City, where 
he first started his mana- 
gerial career in the Bronx 
from 1992-95. 

“He’s kind of old school 
but listens to the new 
stuff,” Lugo said of Show- 
alter. “He’s open about 
learning new things. He’s 
just a baseball guy. It’s 
comforting. Good stories, 
too.” 

Showalter, players said, 
doesn’t just tell them 
what to do; he goes out 
on the field and shows 
them. Cano, who has 
played under managers 
Joe Torre, Joe Girardi, 
Lloyd McClendon, Scott 
Servais, Mickey Callaway, 
and Luis Rojas across his 
16-year career, said Show- 
alter’s unique ability to be 
open and approachable 
is something he hadn’t 
experienced from other 


managers. 

“Buck is focused on the 
game stuff, not routine 
stuff,” Cano said. “Other 
managers would focus on 
everything. But he’s just 
focused on the things that 
can happen in the game, 
which is good. That tells 
you a lot, how much he 
cares about winning. He 
wants us to get better, and 
that’s what you want from 
a manager.” 

Added Smith: “The 
way he thinks is different 
than alot of managers. He 
doesn’t think very by-the- 
book. He’s going to play 
and think aggressively, 
and I think it’s going to 
help this team. It’s going 
to help bring out this 
team’s aggression and 
athleticism and also just 
make this team a danger- 
ous, dynamic team to play 
against.” 

Lindor, who this season 
begins his 10-year, $341 
million deal with the 
Amazin’s, said he is look- 
ing forward to consis- 
tency in the manager’s 
office over the course of 
Showalter’s three-year 
Mets contract. Just in the 
past two years, the Mets 
have pedaled through 
four managers in quick 
succession: Callaway, 
Carlos Beltran, Rojas, and 
now Showalter. 

Showalter helped 
Lindor flip his percep- 
tion on the Mets fan 
base during one of their 
earliest conversations 
together. The shortstop 
last year brought up how 
often Mets fans booed him 
following his early-season 
slump in his first season 
in Queens. The love/ 
hate relationship some 
Mets fans have for Lindor 
was something the short- 
stop struggled to grasp. 
This spring, however, 
Showalter told Lindor 
that fans are waiting to 
embrace him, and he just 
has to let them. That piece 
of advice made an impact 
on Lindor, who said: 
“It hit home. It was a 
different way of seeing 
things.” 

Lindor continued: 
“Buck, he’s a good guy. 
He reminds me a lot of 
Tito (Cleveland manager 
Terry Francona). I’m 
very excited for the years 
to come having him as a 
manager.” 


SCOREBOARD 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC W L PCT’ GB 
Boston 47 28 .627 — 
Philadelphia 46 28 .622 Y% 
Toronto 42 32 .568 4% 
Brooklyn 39 36 .520 8 
New York 33 42 .440 14 
SOUTHEAST Ww  L PCT’ GB 
y-Miami 47 28 .627 _ 
Charlotte 39 36 .520 8 
Atlanta 37 37 .500 9% 
Washington 32 42 .432 14% 
Orlando 20 56 .263 27% 
CENTRAL W L PCT GB 
Milwaukee 46 28 .622 — 
Chicago 43 31 .581 3 
Cleveland 42 33 .560 4% 
Indiana 25 50 .333 21% 
Detroit 20 55 .267 26% 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

SOUTHWEST W L PCT’ GB 
x-Memphis 52 23 .693 — 
Dallas 46 29 .613 6 
New Orleans 32 43 .427 20 
San Antonio 30 44 .405 21% 
Houston 20 55 .267 32 
NORTHWEST W LL PCT’ GB 
Utah 45 30 .600 — 
Denver 44 31 .587 1 
Minnesota 43 33 .566 2% 
Portland 27 47 .365 17% 
Oklahoma City 21 53 .284 23% 
PACIFIC W L PCT’ GB 
z-Phoenix 61 14. .813 — 
Golden State 48 27 .640 13 
L.A. Clippers 36 39 .480 25 
L.A. Lakers 31 43 .419 29% 
Sacramento 27 48 .360 34 


x-Clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division; z- conference 


MONDAY’S RESULTS 

Cleveland 107, Orlando 101 
Atlanta at Indiana, late 

Denver at Charlotte, late 
Boston at Toronto, late 
Chicago at New York, late 
Sacramento at Miami, late 
Golden State at Memphis, late 
San Antonio at Houston, late 
Oklahoma City at Portland, late 


TUESDAY’S GAMES 

Chicago at Washington, 7p.m. 
Milwaukee at Philadelphia, 7p.m. 
Detroit at Brooklyn, 7:30p.m. 

L.A. Lakers at Dallas, 7:30p.m. 
Utah at L.A. Clippers, 10p.m. 


SUNDAY’S RESULTS 

New York 104, Detroit 102 

Boston 134, Minnesota 112 
Phoenix 114, Philadelphia 104 
Washington 123, Golden State 115 
New Orleans 116, L.A. Lakers 108 
Dallas 114, Utah 100 

Charlotte 119, Brooklyn 110 


TENNIS 


MIAMI OPEN 

At Hard Rock Stadium, Miami Gardens, 

Fla., hardcourt-outdoors 

MEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 32 

#1 Daniil Medvedev d. Pedro Martinez, 
6-3, 6-4. 

#8 Hubert Hurkacz d. 

#29 Aslan Karatsev, 7-5, 4-6, 6-3. 

Jenson Brooksby d. #15 Roberto 
Bautista Agut, 6-3, 5-7, 6-4. 

Taylor Fritz d. Tommy Paul, 7-6(2), 6-4. 

Lloyd Harris d. 

Yoshihito Nishioka, 7-6(5), 4-6, 7-5. 
Carlos Alcaraz d. Marin ili, 6-4, 6-4. 
Miomir Kecmanovic d. 

Sebastian Korda, 7-6(4), 6-3. 
Stefanos Tsitsipas d. Alex de Minaur, 

6-4, 6-3. 


WOMEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 16 
#9 Danielle Collins d. #8 Ons Jabeur, 
6-2, 6-4. 
Daria Saville d. Lucia Bronzetti, 
5-7, 6-4, 7-5. 
Naomi Osaka d. Alison Riske, 6-3, 6-4. 
Iga Swiatek d. Coco Gauff, 6-3, 6-1. 
Belinda Bencic d. 
Aliaksandra Sasnovich, 6-2, 6-3. 
Jessica Pegula d. Anhelina Kalinina, 
6-0, retired 
Petra Kvitova d. Veronika Kudermetova, 
7-6(5), 6-4. 
Paula Badosa vs. 
Linda Fruhvirtova, late 


ANDALUCIA OPEN 

At Club de Tennis Puente Romano, 

Marbella, Spain, outdoors-hard 

MEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 32 

Jiri Vesely d. Andrey Kuznetsov, 
6-7(2), 7-6(3), 6-1. 

Yannick Hanfmann d. 
Mario Vilella Martinez, 6-3, 6-0 

Philipp Kohlschreiber d. Jiri Lehecka, 
2-6, 6-2, 6-1. 

Chun-Hsin Tseng d. Marco Cecchinato, 
6-2, 6-7(5), 6-3. 


WOMEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 32 
Nastasja Schunk d. Katarzyna Kawa, 
6-1, 7-6(5). 
Anna-Karolina Schmiedlova d. 
Aleksandra Krunic, 6-2, 6-4. 
Elina Avanesyan d. Finoa Ferro, 
6-3, 5-7, 7-5. 
Anna-Lena Friedsam d. Irene Burillo 
Escorihuela, 6-1, 5-7, 6-3. 
Elisabetta Cocciaretto d. 
Viktoriya Tomova, 7-6(0), 6-1. 
Panna Udvardy d. Irina Bara, 6-1, 6-4. 


SPRING TRAINING 

AMERICAN LEAGUE W L Pct. 
Kansas City 6 3 .667 
Texas 6 3 .667 
Boston 7 4 .636 
Seattle 5 3 625 
Los Angeles 6 4 .600 
Houston 5 4 556 
Baltimore 5 5 500 
Chicago 6 6 500 
Cleveland 5 5 500 
Toronto 5 5 500 
Detroit 4 5 444 
New York 4 6 .400 
Minnesota 4 i .364 
Tampa Bay 2 6 250 
Oakland 2 7 wo? 
NATIONAL LEAGUE Ww L Pct. 
Atlanta 6 2 .150 
Miami 6 3 .667 
Philadelphia 6 3 .667 
Cincinnati 5 3 625 
New York 5 3 625 
Chicago 5 4 556 
St. Louis 5 4 556 
Colorado 5 5 500 
Milwaukee 4 4 500 
Pittsburgh 4 4 500 
San Diego 4 4 500 
Arizona 5 6 455 
San Francisco 3 Fi .300 
Los Angeles Z 5 .286 
Washington 1 8 An 


Standings do not reflect ties 


MONDAY’S RESULTS 

Atlanta 5, Toronto 4 

N.Y. Yankees 11, Detroit 7 
Philadelphia 7, Baltimore 1 
Houston 2, St. Louis 1 

Miami 8, Washington 1 
Arizona 5, L.A. Dodgers 3 
L.A. Angels 7, Oakland 2 
Milwaukee 5, San Francisco 2 
Seattle 6, Texas 5 

Kansas City 19, Cleveland 9 
San Diego 9, Chi. White Sox 8 
Chi. Cubs vs. Cincinnati, late 


TUESDAY’S GAMES 

Washington vs. Houston, 1:05p.m. 
Boston vs. Pittsburgh, 1:05p.m. 
Minnesota vs. Tampa Bay, 1:05p.m. 
Philadelphia vs. N.Y. Yankees, 1:05p.m. 
Arizona vs. Chii. Cubs, 4:05p.m. 
Milwaukee vs. Cleveland, 4:05p.m. 
San Diego vs. San Francisco, 4:05p.m. 
Cincinnati vs. Texas, 4:05p.m. 

L.A. Angels vs. Colorado, 4:10p.m. 
Kansas City vs. Seattle, 4:10p.m. 

N.Y. Mets vs. Miami, 6:40p.m. 
Oakland vs. L.A. Dodgers, 9:05p.m. 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 


ATLANTIC GPW L OT PTS GF GA 
Florida 65 44 15 6 94 264 191 
Tampa Bay 65 41 18 6 88 215 182 
Toronto 65 41 19 5 87 239 197 
Boston 65 41 19 5 87 200 174 
Detroit 66 26 32 8 60 189 253 
Buffalo 66 23 3310 56 178 232 
Ottawa 65 23 36 6 52 170 213 
Montreal 66 18 3711 47 169 247 
METRO. GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Carolina 66 44 15 7 95 222 157 
Pittsburgh 67 40 1710 90 225 179 


N.Y. Rangers 66 42 19 5 89 203 172 
Washington 68 37 2110 84 225 197 
Columbus 66 32 29 5 69 216 246 
N.Y. Islanders 64 28 27 9 65 174 178 
Philadelphia 66 21 3411 53 171 233 
New Jersey 66 24 37 5 53 203 239 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


CENTRAL GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Colorado 66 46 14 6 98 253 184 
Minnesota 64 40 20 4 84 237 202 
Nashville 66 38 24 4 80 217 194 
St. Louis 64 35 20 9 79 226 187 
Dallas 64 36 25 3 75 189 192 
Winnipeg 67 32 2510 74 209 207 
Chicago 66 24 3210 58 179 229 
Arizona 65 20 40 5 45 167 234 
PACIFIC GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Calgary 65 40 17 8 88 231 160 


LosAngeles 67 36 22 9 81 195 188 


Edmonton 66 36 25 5 77 227 215 
Vegas 68 36 28 4 76 216 206 
Vancouver 67 32 26 9 73 192 191 
San Jose 65 29 28 8 66 173 204 
Anaheim 67 27 2911 65 189 218 
Seattle 65 20 39 6 46 170 232 


NOTE: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 


MONDAY’S RESULTS 
Carolina 6,, Washington 1 
Vancouver at St. Louis, late 
Buffalo at Chicago, late 
Arizona at Edmonton, late 
Seattle at Los Angeles, late 


TUESDAY’S GAMES 

Carolina at Tampa Bay, 7p.m. 
Montreal at Florida, 7p.m. 

N.Y. Islanders at Columbus, 7p.m. 
N.Y. Rangers at Pittsburgh, 7p.m. 
Toronto at Boston, 7p.m. 

Ottawa at Nashville, 8p.m. 
Philadelphia at Minnesota, 8p.m. 
Colorado at Calgary, 9p.m. 

Dallas at Anaheim, 10p.m. 


WEDNESDAY’S GAMES 

Winnipeg at Buffalo, 7p.m. 

N.Y. Rangers at Detroit, 7:30p.m. 
Los Angeles at Edmonton, 9:30p.m. 
San Jose at Arizona, 10p.m. 

St. Louis at Vancouver, 10p.m. 
Vegas at Seattle, 10p.m. 


SUNDAY’S RESULTS 

Tampa Bay 4, NY. Islanders 1 
N.Y. Rangers 5, Buffalo 4 (OT) 
Pittsburgh 11, Detroit 2 
Nashville 5, Philadelphia 4 
Minnesota 3, Colorado 2 (OT) 
Winnipeg 2, Arizona 1 (OT) 
Toronto 5, Florida 2 

New Jersey 3, Montreal 2 (SO) 


MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER 
EASTERN L T PT GF GA 


Philadelphia 1 10 
Columbus 
Chicago 

Orlando City 

N.Y. Red Bulls 
Atlanta 

D.C. United 
Charlotte FC 
Cincinnati 

New York City FC 
New England 
Toronto FC 

CF Montréal 
Inter Miami CF 
WESTERN 


Los Angeles FC 
Real Salt Lake 
Minnesota United 
Austin FC 

FC Dallas 
Colorado 

LA Galaxy 

Kansas City 
Portland 

Houston 

Seattle 

Nashville 

San Jose 
Vancouver 

Three points for wi 
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SATURDAY’S MATCHES 
FC Dallas at Chicago, 3:30p.m. 

CF Montréal at Cincinnati, 4p.m. 

New York City FC at Toronto FC, 4p.m. 
Nashville at Columbus, 6p.m. 

Atlanta at D.C. United, 7:30p.m. 

New York at New England, 7:30p.m. 
Los Angeles FC at Orlando City, 7:30 p.m. 
Charlotte FC at Philadelphia, 7:30p.m. 
Austin FC at San Jose, 7:30p.m. 
Houston at Miami, 8p.m. 

Seattle at Minnesota, 8p.m. 

Sporting KC at Vancouver, 8p.m. 

Real Salt Lake at Colorado, 9p.m. 


SUNDAY’S MATCH 
LA Galaxy at Portland, 4:30p.m. 


NWSL CHALLENGE CUP 
WEDNESDAY’S MATCHES 

Gotham FC at Orlando, 7p.m. 

Gotham FC at Orlando, 7p.m. 

North Carolina at Washington, 7:30p.m. 
North Carolina at Washington, 7:30p.m. 
Louisville at Chicago, 7:30p.m. 

Kansas City at Houston, 8:30p.m. 

Angel City FC at Portland, 10p.m. 


SATURDAY’S MATCHES 

Louisville at Kansas City, 3p.m. 
Houston at Chicago, 8p.m.. 

Angel City FC at San Diego FC, 4p.m. 
OL Reign at Portland, 10p.m. 


SUNDAY, APRIL 3 
North Carolina at Gotham FC, 3p.m. 
Orlando at Washington, 4p.m. 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

CLUB GP W D_ LGF GA PT 
Man City 29 22 4 3 68 18 70 
Liverpool 29 21 6 275 20 69 
Chelsea 28 17 8 357 19 59 
Arsenal 28 17 3 8 44 31 54 
Tottenham 29 16 3 10 47 36 51 
Man United 29 14 8 7 48 40 50 


West Ham 30 14 6 10 49 39 48 
Wolverhampton 30 14 4 12 31 26 46 
Aston Villa 29 11 3 15 41 40 36 
Leicester 27 10 611 42 46 36 
Southampton 29 811 10 36 45 35 
Crystal Palace 29 713 9 39 38 34 


Brighton 29 712 10 26 36 33 
Newcastle 29 710 12 32 49 31 
Brentford 30 8 6 16 33 47 30 
Leeds 30 7 8 15 34 67 29 
Everton 27 741629 47 25 
Watford 29 6 419 29 55 22 
Burnley 27 312 12 22 38 21 
Norwich 29 452018 63 17 
SATURDAY’S MATCHES 


Liverpool vs. Watford, 7:30a.m. 
Brighton vs. Norwich, 10a.m. 

Burnley vs. Man City, 10a.m. 

Chelsea vs. Brentford, 10a.m. 

Leeds vs. Southampton, 10a.m. 
Wolverhampton vs. Aston Villa, 10a.m. 
Man United vs. Leicester, 12:30p.m. 


SUNDAY’S MATCHES 
West Ham vs. Everton, 9a.m. 
Tottenham vs. Newcastle, 11:30a.m. 


MONDAY, APRIL 4 
Crystal Palace vs. Arsenal, 3p.m. 


U.S. MEN’S SCHEDULE 

q-March 27: U.S. 5, Panama 1 
q-Wednesday: at Costa Rica, 9 p.m. 
q-World Cup qualifying 


U.S. WOMEN’S SCHEDULE 
April 9: vs. Uzbekistan, at Lower.com 
Field, Columbus, Ohio, 5:30 p.m. 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


MEN’S NIT 

TUESDAY’S SEMIFINALS 

at Madison Square Garden, New York 
Xavier vs. Saint Bonaventure, 7p.m. 
Washington St. vs. Texas A&M, 9:30p.m. 


THE BASKETBALL CLASSIC 
MONDAY’S SEMIFINALS 

Coastal Carolina at S. Alabama, late 
Southern Utah at Fresno State, late 


WEDNESDAY’S CHAMPIONSHIP 
CCU/S Ala vs. SUU/Fresno Stte, TBA 


WOMEN’S NCAA TOURNAMENT 
GREENSBORO REGIONAL 
Greensboro Coliseum, Greensboro, N.C. 
Sunday, Regional Championship 
South Carolina 80, Creighton 50 
WICHITA REGIONAL 

At Intrust Bank Arena, Wichita, Kan. 
Monday, Regional Championship 
Louisville vs. Michigan, late 
SPOKANE REGIONAL 

At Spokane Veterans Memorial Arena 
Sunday, Regional Championship 
Stanforrd 59, Texas 50 

BRIDGEPORT REGIONAL 

Total Mortgage, Bridgeport, Conn. 
Monday, Regional Championship 

NC State vs. UConn, late 

FINAL FOUR 

Target Center, Minneapolis 

Friday’s National Semifinals 

S. Carolina vs. Louisville/Mich., TBA 
Stanford vs. NC State/UConn, TBA 


WOMEN’S NIT 

Francis S. Levien Gymnasium, New York 
MONDAY’S QUARTERFINALS 

Middle Tennessee 73, Toledo 71 (OT) 
Columbia vs. Seton Hall, late 


WEDNESDAY’S SEMIFINALS 

UCLA vs. S. Dakota St., TBA 
Colum/SHU vs. Middle Tenness, TBA 
Saturday’s Championship 
SUNDAY’S QUARTERFINALS 

UCLA 74, Oregon St. 66 

South Dakota St. 78, Alabama 73 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL TUESDAY 


FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG 
St. Bonaventure 1% at Xavier 
at Texas A&M 1% Washington State 

SATURDAY 
Kansas 42 Villanova 
Duke 4 North Carolina 
EXACT MEN’S NCAA TITLE GAME RESULT 
Duke To Beat Kansas 9-4 


Kansas To Beat Duke 3-1 
Duke To Beat Villanova 5-1 
Kansas To Beat North Carolina 5-1 
Villanova To Beat Duke 17-2 
North Carolina To Beat Kansas 10-1 
North Carolina To Beat Villanova 10-1 
Villanova To Beat North Carolina 12-1 
NBA TUESDAY 
FAVORITE LINE O0/U UNDERDOG 
at Philadelphia 2% (227) Milwaukee 
Chicago 2¥2 (224¥2)at Washington 
at DALLAS 11% (219) LA Lakers 
at Brooklyn 12% (22912) Detroit 
atLAClippers off (off) Utah 
NHL TUESDAY 
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG __ LINE 
at Boston off Toronto off 
at Pittsburgh off NY Rangers off 
at Florida off Montreal off 
at Tampa Bay off Carolina off 


atColumbus’ off NYIslanders _ off 
at Nashville -227 Ottawa +184 
at Minnesota -274 Philadelphia +221 


at Calgary off Colorado off 
Dallas -168 atAnaheim +143 
For the latest odds, go to 

FanDuel Sportsbook, 


https://sportsbook.fanduel.com/ 


WORLD RANKINGS 

RK. GOLFER COUNTRY AVG 
1. Scottie Scheffler US. 8.29 
2. Jon Rahm Spain 8.22 
3. Collin Morikawa U.S. 7.81 
4. Viktor Hovland Norway 7.58 
5. Patrick Cantlay U.S. 7.05 
6. Cameron Smith Australia 6.78 
7. Justin Thomas U.S. 5.65 
8. Dustin Johnson U.S. 5.64 
9. Rory Mcllroy N. Ireland 5.63 
10. Xander Schauffele U.S. 5.38 
11. Sam Burns U.S. 5.23 
12. Hideki Matsuyama Japan 5.04 
13. Billy Horschel U.S. 4.47 
14. Bryson DeChambeau U.S. 4.42 
15.Louis Oosthuizen S.Africa 4.36 
16. Abraham Ancer Mexico 4.35 
17. Jordan Spieth U.S. 4.34 
18. Tyrrell Hatton England 4.34 
19. Brooks Koepka U.S, 4.31 
20.Joaquin Niemann — Chile 4.20 
21. Harris English US. 4.01 
22. Daniel Berger U.S. 4.01 
23. Tony Finau U.S; 3.97 
24. Matt Fitzpatrick US. 3.94 
25. Paul Casey England 3.87 
26. Sungjae Im S.Korea 3.86 
27. Kevin Kisner U.S. 3.63 
28. Jason Kokrak U.S. 3.58 
29. Will Zalatoris U.S. 3.34 
30. Kevin Na U.S. 3.19 
31. Patrick Reed U.S. 3.16 
32. Corey Conners Canada __‘3.01 
33. Talor Gooch U.S. 2.93 
34. Thomas Pieters Belgium 2.93 
35. Shane Lowry Ireland 2.89 


36. Adam Scott Australia 2.88 


37. Max Homa U.S. 2.80 
38. Tom Hoge US. 2.65 
39. Webb Simpson U.S. 2.62 
40. Harold Varner III U.S. 2.60 
41. Seamus Power Ireland 2.54 
42. Russell Henley U.S. 2.47 


Australia 2.36 
Australia 2.35 


43. Marc Leishman 
44. Lucas Herbert 


45. Matthew Wolff U.S. 2.32 
46. Tommy Fleetwood England 2.28 
47. Cameron Young U.S. 2.28 
48. Phil Mickelson US, 2.23 
49. Takumi Kanaya Japan 2.22 
50. Sergio Garcia Spain 2.22 
51. Brian Harman U.S. Z.2) 
52.CameronTringale U.S. 2.19 
53. Richard Bland England 2.19 
54. Si Woo Kim S.Korea 2.18 
55. Alex Noren Sweden 2.16 
56. Justin Rose England 2.16 
57. Mackenzie Hughes Canada 2.14 
58. Luke List Canada _ 2.11 


RECENT NO.1 OVERALL RANKING 
March 27, 2022: Scottie Scheffler 
July 18, 2021: Jon Rahm (36 weeks) 
July 11, 2021: Dustin Johnson (1) 
June 20, 2021: Jon Rahm (3) 

Aug. 23, 2020: Dustin Johnson (43) 
Aug. 9, 2020: Jon Rahm (2) 

Aug. 2, 2020: Justin Thomas (1) 
July 19, 2020: Jon Rahm (2) 

x-Feb. 9, 2020: Rory Mclilroy (11) 
May 19, 2019: Brooks Koepka (38) 
April 14, 2019: Dustin Johnson (5) 
April 7, 2019: Justin Rose (1 week) 
March 3, 2019: Dustin Johnson (5) 
Jan. 6, 2019: Justin Rose (8) 

Nov. 25, 2018: Brooks Koepka (6) 
Nov. 18, 2018: Justin Rose (1) 
Nov. 11, 2018: Brooks Koepka (1) 
Nov. 4, 2018: Justin Rose (1) 

Oct. 21, 2018: Brooks Koepka (2) 
Sept. 23, 2018: Dustin Johnson (4) 
Sept. 09, 2018: Justin Rose (2) 
June 10, 2018: Dustin Johnson (13) 
May 13, 2018: Justin Thomas (4) 
Feb. 19, 2017: Dustin Johnson (64) 
March 28, 2016: Jason Day (47) 
Nov. 8, 2015: Jordan Spieth (20) 
Oct. 18, 2015: Jason Day (3) 

Sept. 27, 2015: Jordan Spieth (3) 
Sept. 20, 2015: Jason Day (1) 
Sept. 13, 2015: Rory Mcllroy (1) 
Sept. 8, 2015: Jordan Spieth (1) 
Aug. 30, 2015: Rory Mcllroy (1) 
Aug. 16, 2015: Jordan Spieth (2) 
Aug 3, 2014: Rory Mcllroy (53) 
May 18, 2014: Adam Scott (11) 
March 24, 2013: Tiger Woods (60) 
Aug. 12, 2012: Rory Mcllroy (32) 
May 27, 2012: Luke Donald (11) 
May 6, 2012: Rory Mcllroy (3) 
April 29, 2012: Luke Donald (1) 
April 15, 2012: Rory Mclilroy (2) 
March 18, 2012: Luke Donald (4) 
March 4, 2012: Rory Mcllroy (2) 
May 29, 2011: Luke Donald (40) 
April 24, 2011: Lee Westwood (5) 
Feb. 27, 2011: Martin Kaymer (8) 
Oct. 31, 2010: Lee Westwood (17) 
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USA’s Christian Pulisic celebrates after scoring a goal against Panama on Sunday at Exploria 
Stadium in Orlando. CHANDAN KHANNA/AFP 


SOCCER 


Yearning for a spot 
on the biggest stage 


A club champ, Pulisic pines 
for the World Cup limelight 


By Ronald Blum 


Associated Press 


ORLANDO, Fla. — Christian Pulisic 
looked like the weight of millions of Amer- 
ican soccer fans had been lifted from his 
shoulders. 

The first American to play in and win a 
Champions League final, Pulisic struggled 
in January, was played out of position by 
Chelsea and even was benched for a World 
Cup qualifier against Honduras. 

Now he has boosted the United States to 
the cusp of a World Cup return with the first 
international hat trick of his career. He had 
fired up his team, celebrated by doing the 
worm dance for a fan, earned a yellow card 
for dissent and crowned the night by shar- 
ing victory with his mom and dad. 

“The reason that tonight meant so much 
is because we want to be on the biggest 
stage, playing in the World Cup,” he said 
Sunday after leading the U.S. by Panama 5-1. 

On the very same field 4 % years ago, 
Pulisic scored the first goal and set up 
another in a 4-0 victory over the Panamani- 
ans. Four days later he crouched ona field in 
Trinidad, his World Cup dream destroyed 
by a 2-1 loss that upended the U.S. Soccer 
Federation from the presidency down to 
the national team staff and roster, where 114 
players have cycled through. Pulisic, who 
scored the U.S. goal that night, buried his 
face in his hands at the final whistle. 

Now all the US. has to do to qualify for 
this November’s tournament in Qatar is to 
not lose by six goals or more at Costa Rica 
on Wednesday night. The Americans have 
nine losses, one draw and no wins in qual- 
ifiers at Costa Rica, but they haven’t lost by 
six goals anywhere since a 1979 friendly 
against France, and not in a competitive 
match since 1957 at Mexico. 

Pulisic, a 23-year-old from Hershey, 
Pennsylvania, is among just four holdovers 
from the team that flamed out in that final 
night of the Clint Dempsey-Tim Howard 
generation, joined by Paul Arriola, DeAndre 
Yedlin and Kellyn Acosta. Arriola was the 
only other one on the field against Panama, 


IN BRIEF 


scoring and assisting as part of the 17-touch 
sequence capped by Jesus Ferreira’s goal. 

Pulisic converted a pair of first-half 
penalty kicks, and his 65th-minute strike 
was exquisite. With his back to the goal, 
a spinning Pulisic took a touch with his 
left leg, spun around Fidel Escobar and 
dummied the ball through his own legs. 
Pulisic poked the ball with the outside of 
his right foot through the legs of Andres 
Andrade and slotted over a leg of sliding 
goalkeeper of Luis Mejia with his right 
foot from 8 yards. He is part of anew era of 
American soccer that left home during high 
school and debuted for a big-name club ina 
big-time European league. 

Pulisic was given the captain’s armband 
for the eighth time, matching Tyler Adams, 
also just 23. 

“The coaching staff talked about it and 
decided on Christian, I think, because of the 
journey,” U.S. coach Gregg Berhalter said. 
“You have a guy that’s been there before — 
he was on the field when we didn’t qual- 
ify, and this was us saying to him, ‘This is a 
new group, this is anew team and you’re a 
leader’ and we wanted to show that and we 
wanted to highlight that. And I think when 
I look at his performance, besides the three 
goals and the hat trick, everything else was 
in line, everything else was exactly what we 
needed him to do in terms of his work rate, 
his effort, his energy, his intensity and his 
leadership.” 

Pulisic already is tied for seventh on the 
U.S. career scoring list with 21 goals. His 
European club career is unparalleled for 
an American. He was the eighth-young- 
est player to debut in the Bundesliga, at 
17 years, 133 days when he first appeared 
for Borussia Dortmund in January 2016. 
Pulisic won the 2017 German Cup, earned a 
big-money move to Chelsea for the 2019-20 
season and won the Champions League last 
May and the Club World Cup in February. 

But for all that he has achieved in black 
and yellow and then blue, he longed for 
success in the red-white-and-blue. 

“T think it was a big night, of course. I 
mean, scoring my first hat trick with the 
national team, I’m extremely proud,” Pulisic 
said. “I just really want to play in a World 
Cup and so does this team. And that’s why 
tonight was so important to us.” 


NFL sets changes to Rooney Rule 


News services 


To ensure more opportunities for diverse 
candidates, the NFL has added require- 
ments on the hiring of offensive assistant 
coaches, and women in general. 

The moves announced Monday at the 
owners meeting include adjustments to the 
Rooney Rule adopted in 2003 and amended 
frequently in attempts to enhance oppor- 
tunities for people of color and women for 
nearly all league and team jobs. 

Beginning this season, all 32 clubs must 
employ a female or a member of an ethnic 
or racial minority to serve as an offensive 
assistant coach. The person will receive a 
one-year contract and work closely with the 
head coach and offensive staff to gain expe- 
rience. In recent years, head coaches have 
predominantly had offensive backgrounds. 
The pipeline for minorities on that side of 
the ball is lacking, as Steelers owner Art 
Rooney II reiterated Monday. 

“We recognize we have seen progress 
on some fronts,” said Rooney, chairman of 
the league’s Diversity, Equity & Inclusion 
Committee, “but we still have a way to go 
on other fronts.” 

The NFL saw an increase in the number 
of people of color in all coaching positions 
from 35% in the 2020 season to 39% last 
season. There was an all-time high increase 
in defensive coordinators to 15, up by two; 
an increase in minority GMs (five to seven), 
and assistant GMs (three to six). 

Overall, including women in all Rooney 
Rule requirements is designed to address 
under-representation of women in key foot- 
ball positions. The league believes this will 
“encourage the further identification and 
development of women candidates and the 
ability to provide them additional opportu- 


nity to interview for open positions.” 

A total of 12 women coaches at the start 
of the 2021 season was an all-time high. 
There currently are five minority head 
coaches in the NFL. There are seven Black 
general managers. 

The league also released a resolution to 
increase diversity ownership of franchises, 
and created a diversity advisory committee 
that includes Peter Harvey, a former attor- 
ney general of New Jersey; Rick Smith, a 
former general manager of the Houston 
Texans; and Don Thompson, former presi- 
dent and CEO of McDonald’s Corporation. 


College football: Pittsburgh and football 
coach Pat Narduzzi have agreed on a new 
contract that will keep Narduzzi with the 
Panthers through at least 2030. The deal 
announced Monday comes three months 
after Narduzzi led Pitt to its first Atlantic 
Coast Conference championship on its way 
to an 11-3 record and a No. 13 ranking in the 
final AP Top 25 poll, the program’s highest 
postseason ranking since 1982. 


MLB: Clayton Kershaw threw four score- 
less innings against the Diamondbacks on 
Monday in the Cactus League, facing the 
minimum 12 batters. He gave up a lead- 
off single to Carson Kelly before coaxing a 
double play and retiring 11 straight hitters. 


NBA: Cavaliers forward Dean Wade will 
miss the rest of the season following knee 
surgery, the latest medical setback for a 
Cavs team bitten by major injuries for 
months. Wade, who made 28 starts this 
season, underwent a procedure Monday to 
repair a torn meniscus in his right knee, the 
team said. He had been sidelined since last 
playing on March 12. 
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UConn 


from Page 1 


with 43 seconds left in the 
first overtime to give UConn 
a 73-70 lead. Jones hit ashot 
with 29 seconds left to cut 
the lead to one. Fudd then 
hit two free throws to extend 
the Huskies’ lead to 75-72. 

Edwards fouled Kai 
Crutchfield on the 3-point 
line with 21.5 seconds left, 
and she hit two of three free 
throws to cut the lead to 
75-74. 

But Bueckers got fouled 
with 6.2 seconds left and hit 
both free throws to boost 
the lead to 77-74. NC State 
answered with a 3-pointer 
by Brown-Turner with 
&4oths of asecond left to send 
the game into the second OT. 

With 21 seconds left in the 
second overtime, UConn 
broke the press and Williams 
hit a driving layup to give the 
Huskies an 89-85 lead. The 
Wolfpack answered with a 
shot by Brown-Turner to cut 
the lead to 89-87 with 10.1 
seconds left. 

A shot clock violation by 
UConn and two missed free 
throws by Olivia Nelson- 
Ododa in the last minute 
and a half kept the score tied 
at 61. Crutchfield missed a 
3-pointer at the buzzer, and 
the game headed into over- 
time. 





UConn’s Paige Bueckers 
and teammates celebrate 
Monday’s win over N.C. State. 
CLOE POISSON/SPECIALTO 
THE COURANT 


Like she did in the 
regional semifinal, Williams 
got off to a hot start, scoring 
nine points in the first quar- 
ter. UConn defense made a 
stop on NC State’s final shot 
attempt by Diamond John- 
son and the Huskies led 
16-14 after one quarter. 

Nelson-Ododa picked up 
her second foul with 9:39 
left in the second quarter 
and Juhasz came in off the 
bench. She hit her first shot 
a little over a minute later 
and Nika Muhl, who started 
the second in place of Buec- 
kers, followed that up with 


a putback. When Evina 
Westbrook drove into the 
lane and hit a shot to give 
the Huskies a 25-16 lead, 
NC State coach Wes Moore 
called a timeout. 

But the energy left the 
building when Juhasz went 
down hard under the basket 
with 6:19 left in the second 
quarter. Her teammates 
rushed to her and tried to 
help her up, but she couldn’t, 
clutching her left arm and 
crying. The arena was still. 
Juhasz finally was helped off 
the court, and the air seemed 
to go out of the Huskies. 

Edwards missed two 
subsequent free throws. 
Jada Boyd hit two and NC 
State crept back, trailing 
25-20. 

Fudd brought a little of 
the energy back, driving to 
the basket for a layup with 
5:18 left in the half and then 
hitting a 3-pointer to boost 
UConn’s lead to 30-20. 

But UConn seemed aware 
that its post game — an 
important factor in the game 
against NC State’s 6-foot-5 
center and leading scorer 
Elissa Cunane — had been 
diminished with Nelson- 
Ododa in foul trouble and 
Juhasz injured. The Wolf- 
pack led in rebounding at 
halftime (20-18) by a slight 
margin — however, UConn 
had a 20-10 advantage in 
points in the paint and had 


a 7-0 advantage in second- 
chance points to keep the 
Huskies on top. 

In the third quarter, both 
Edwards and Nelson-Ododa 
picked up their third fouls. 
North Carolina State cut 
the lead to 34-33 on a three- 
point play by Cunane with 
8:29 left in the quarter. 
But Bueckers hit consec- 
utive jumpers to boost the 
Huskies’ lead back to 38-33. 

A steal by Westbrook and 
a fast break, resulting in a 
Fudd reverse layup, gave 
UConn a 40-35 lead and 
when Bueckers hit a jumper 
with 3:08 left, the crowd 
surged and UConn seemed 
to have regained some of its 
energy back. 

But NC State closed out 
the quarter with a jumper 
by Boyd and a 3-pointer by 
Johnson with 30 seconds 
left to trim UConn’s lead to 
44-43. 

And the Wolfpack kept up 
the pressure in the fourth. 
Boyd went by Edwards 
to hit a shot to open the 
quarter and give NC State 
a 45-44 lead. A dagger 
3-pointer by Johnson put 
NC State up 50-46 with 8:16 
left and UConn coach Geno 
Auriemma called a timeout. 

UConn fought back with 
Williams hitting a 3-pointer 
and ajumper to give UConn 
a 53-52 lead. Brown-Turner 
hit two free throws to 


Juhasz suffers left wrist 
injury in Elite Eight game 


By Dom Amore 
Hartford Courant 


BRIDGEPORT — The 
UConn women’s basket- 
ball team lost an import- 
ant bench player Monday, 
as forward Dorka Juhasz 
suffered an apparent left 
wrist injury in the Huskies’ 
Bridgeport Region final 
against NC State. 

Juhasz, fighting for an 
offensive rebound in the 
second quarter, hit the 
floor hard and crashed 
into the base of the basket 
as the Wolfpack’s Camille 
Hobby was called for the 
foul. Juhasz rolled over 
on her back and curled up, 
her sobbing audible as the 
crowd grew quiet. UConn 
coaches and medical staff 
rushed out to helped her 
up. Her left wrist bent 
awkwardly during the 
collision, and she was 
holding it as she walked off 
to a standing ovation. 

“T mean it’s always hard 


wrestle the lead back. Boyd 
missed the first free throw 
but hit one to give the Wolf- 
pack a 55-53 lead with 5:19 


to see one of my team- 
mates go down, but we 
just tried to regroup and 
the biggest thing we could 
do for her right now is win 
the game.” UConn senior 
Christyn Williams told 
ESPN’s Holly Rowe as 
UConn went to the locker 
room at halftime. UConn 
confirmed to ESPN that it 
was a wrist injury and she 
would not return. 

Juhasz, from Pecs, 
Hungary, is a graduate 
student transfer from 
Ohio State. She has two 
years of eligibility remain- 
ing and is thought to be 
leaning toward returning 
to UConn. She averaged 
7.5 points and 5.8 rebounds 
this season and had two 
points and two rebounds 
in 3 % minutes before 
her injury Monday night. 
UConn outscored NC State 
by five while she was in the 
game, and led 25-18 when 
she departed with 6:19 left 
in the half. 





left. 


Lori Riley can be reached at 
lriley@courant.com. 


Safety Tip of the Day 


Approximately 12% of all interstate highway deaths involve 


pedestrians in the roadway or on the shoulder. If you’re in a car 


accident, or must stop on the shoulder for an emergency, don’t count 
on other drivers to be careful. 


RIB] RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 


riscassi-davis.com 


131 Oak Street * Hartford, Connecticut 
860.522.1196 * 800.344.5297 
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Stanford 


from Page 1 


points in top-seeded Stan- 
ford’s win over No. 2 seed 
Texas 59-50 late Sunday 
night. 

This Elite Eight matchup 
was tightly contested 
throughout and reinforced 
the resolve that Stanford 
was missing earlier in the 
season when it lost to Texas 
at home on the night it 
received its rings from the 
2021 championship. 

Stanford (32-3) was the 
tougher team this time 
around, especially in the 
second half. 

Hull made a key 3-pointer 
early in the fourth quar- 
ter and the three-point 
play gave Stanford a 53-48 
lead with 2:29 remaining. 
Texas never got closer than 
two in the closing seconds, 
and Stanford spent the 
final moments celebrating 
around Hull and her twin 
sister Lacie. 

Then came the real 
celebration afterward 
that included the team doing 
the Electric Slide. It was 
VanDerveer’s idea, and she 
even joined in. 

“T think everybody killed 
it today,” Jones said. 

Hull made 7 of 14 shots 
on a night scoring was at a 
premium. Jones was just 4 
for 11 shooting but made 10 
of 11 free throws and Stan- 
ford was 18 of 22 at the 
free-throw line. Jones also 
grabbed 12 rebounds. 

Cameron Brink added 10 
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points for Stanford, all in the 
third quarter, and the Cardi- Moore 
nal extended the longest from Page 1 


winning streak in the coun- 
try to 24 games. Brink was 
also a force at the defensive 
end with six blocks, half 
coming in the third quar- 
ter when Stanford went toa 
zone defense. 

“Good teams adjust at 
the end of the day, and they 
made an adjustment and 
went to zone,” said Texas’ 
Joanne Allen-Taylor, who 
led the Longhorns with 
15 points before fouling 
out. “We just didn’t make 
enough plays in the zone at 
the time.” 

Texas (29-7) lost in the 
Elite Eight for the second 
straight season; last year’s 
unexpected run as a No. 6 
seed stopped with South 
Carolina. 

Rori Harmon, the Big 12 
freshman of the year, was 
limited to 14 points and 
Audrey Warren added 11 
points off the bench. Texas’ 
second-longest winning 
streak in the country was 
snapped at 14 games. 

“They’re really good, no 
question about it. You let 
them do what they want 
to do, they’ll hang 70, 80 
points on you,” Texas coach 
Vic Schaefer said. “I think 
you’ve got to give our kids 
credit because they didn’t 
let them do what they 
wanted to do. They really 
played their guts out today, 
and they played the way 
we wanted to play. And we 
just couldn’t score enough 
points.” 
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Stanford guard Lexie Hull, who scored 20 points, reacts during 


A) 


Sunday’s victory over Texas in the Sookane Regional final. 
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he said. And, though all were heavily 
masked, they crowded around him. 

“It did so much for all of them,” said 
Stacey Moore, Evan’s mother. “It did 
something for Evan. It did something 
for his team. It was a really moving 
moment.” 

Moore began suiting up again in 
the fall of 2021 but was set back by a 
hamstring strain. 

“Toward the end of last fall, I was 
throwing bullpens, throwing live 
again,” Moore said. “It was like, ‘Wow, 
this is actually going to happen. I’m 
going to make it back.” 

And he has, starting with a scoreless 
inning at North Florida on March 6. 

“I really wanted to go out and 
perform and not make the moment 
too big,” Moore said. “The first pitch I 
was definitely nervous. I hadn’t played 
in areal game since my freshman year, 
which was cut short. It wasn’t like I 
had a ton of experience. Pretty raw. 
Then a switch flipped and I said, ‘I 
have confidence in my ability; just go 
out and have fun. What do I have to 
lose?’” 

Moore has made a total of five relief 
appearances for the Eagles, throwing 
three perfect innings against Louis- 
ville on Sunday. Boston College plays 
at UConn on Tuesday at 3 p.m. 

“We thought he was an impact 
guy coming in, and he’s had to push 
through the setback of being diag- 
nosed with cancer and ultimately 
beating cancer,’ Gambino said. “He 
has handled everything that has come 
his way to get to the point where he’s 
back on the mound pitching in big 
spots for us. We love having him on 
this team. He’s a leader in the club- 
house and his contributions go beyond 
the mound. He has shown his team- 
mates what can be achieved through 
hard work and perseverance.” 

Moore’s cancer battle began at 
the end of 2020 as the former King- 
swood Oxford pitcher returned 
home from college for Thanksgiv- 
ing. He was experiencing extreme 
fatigue, sometimes needing to sleep 
16 hours a day, and he and his parents 
grew concerned. They first thought 
was mononucleosis, but he tested 
negative. He felt abdominal pains on 
Thanksgiving Day and later discov- 
ered alump had formed. 

He went for an examination the 
Monday after Thanksgiving. After an 
excruciating three hours in a wait- 
ing room, Moore was told he had an 
aggressive form of testicular cancer 
that needed surgery immediately. Four 
days later the tumor was removed. 
Doctors recommended a powerful 
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Rocky Hill’s Evan Moore has beaten testicular cancer and resumed his pitching 


career at Boston College. BC ATHLETICS 


dose of chemo. The side effects were 
to be worse than expected. 

“We were originally told that 
surgery had taken care of everything, 
and we were high-fiving because it 
was right before Christmas,” Stacey 
said. “Only to find out that his type of 
cancer was very aggressive. He could 
have gone under surveillance and 
had more regular X-rays. With the 
type of tumor he had, his relapse rate 
was much higher, so we were given 
70 percent recurrence rate vs. two 
percent with one month of chemo.” 

This came at the height of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. With vaccines 
still months away, Moore had to stay 
isolated in his room. His mother and 
his father, Steve, who had a friend die 
as a teenager from testicular cancer, 
couldn’t leave the house. 

“It was a bubble,” Stacey said. 
“You're hoping that it’s not going to be 
that bad, but it was, unfortunately, that 
bad. He had a lot of side effects, and we 
were caught off guard by that because 
he was healthy and young. Within a 
week and a half, he was losing his hair. 
It was just really challenging to watch 
your child go through that.” 

Moore found that the “brother- 
hood” Gambino had talked about 
while recruiting him for Boston 
College materialized around him. 
Teammates Vince Cimini, Barry 
Walsh and Luke Gold kept in constant 
touch, sometimes FaceTiming from 
ballparks as the Eagles played through 
their 2021 season. 

“It was a different dynamic than 
I was used to,” Moore said. “It was 
not only being a peer, someone who 
is around them all the time. I wasn’t 
there as much, but I still felt like I had 


a relatively large impact. It was like a 
brotherhood. They were constantly 
checking in on me. I didn’t realize 
how special a bond I had with my 
teammates until something like this 
happened.” 

Now that he is back, Moore, a 
6-foot-2, 205-pound righthander, can 
concentrate on pitching. He’s hitting 
the low 90s with his fastball, throw- 
ing a slider and changeup to go with 
it. He had a rough outing at Virginia 
on March 19 but has six strikeouts in 
4 ¥; innings, a sign he can be effective. 

“He went into this a young kid,” 
Stacy said. “And he came out of it a 
young man.” 

Moore’s ERA is secondary, of 
course, to how he feels. The fatigue is 
gone, and he is a college student and 
baseball player once more. He hopes 
his story will inspire young people 
who have to fight cancer the way base- 
ball players such as Yankees pitcher 
Jameson Taillon, who resumed his 
career after testicular cancer, inspired 
him. He has already heard from many 
youngsters via social media and wants 
them to know there is life after cancer. 

“Tn life there are going to be a lot of 
things that get you down and set you 
back quite a bit, even to the point of 
saying, ‘I don’t know if I can make it 
back, ” said Moore, who noted that 
April is testicular cancer awareness 
month. “But it’s just one foot in front of 
another. You have to just keep moving 
forward because there is achance you 
can make it back. And if not, you can 
find something along the way that can 
help you get to where you want to be.” 


Dom Amore can be reached 
at damore@courant.com. 
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NASCAR found that RFK Racing had made an illegal modification to a vendor-supplied spec 
part for Brad Keselowski’s car and hit the driver and his team with season-crippling penalties. 
STEPHEN SPILLMAN/AP 


AUTO RACING COMMENTARY 


NASCAR unusually vague 


about Keselowski’s 


By Jenna Fryer 


Associated Press 


AUSTIN, Texas — There 
is aproblem with NASCAR 
and its sport-transforming 
new racecar. 

We know NASCAR 
found that RFK Racing had 
made an illegal modifica- 
tion to a vendor-supplied 
spec part for Brad Kesel- 
owski’s car. NASCAR then 
buried Keselowski and his 
team with season-crippling 
penalties to apparently 
make it crystal clear the 
series is serious about its 
Next Gen car. 

What we don’t know: 
What the No. 6 team has 
been accused of doing or 
where it was trying to gain 
an advantage. NASCAR 
hasn’t publicized what it 
found during a “teardown” 
inspection last week at its 
North Carolina facility. 
Keselowski isn’t talking, 
citing his ongoing appeal. 

It was just one big 
speculative mystery this 
weekend at Circuit of the 
Americas, where everyone 
wondered why Keselowski 
was hit with a stagger- 
ing 100-point penalty. It 
dropped the 2012 cham- 
pion, in his first season as 
driver and co-owner of 
Jack Roush’s rebranded 
team, to last in the stand- 
ings among full-time Cup 
Series drivers. 

Driver after driver, 
including Sunday’s winner, 
called on NASCAR to spill 
the details. The Next Gen 
has been the great equal- 


izer through the first six 
races and has delivered 
everything promised, with 
much-improved racing and 
parity throughout the field. 

Second-year team Track- 
house Racing suddenly 
seems very, very good, 
and new driver Ross 
Chastain delivered a break- 
through first win. Track- 
house, owned by former 
driver Justin Marks and 
Pitbull, is now a playoff 
team able to race with the 
big boys. 

When the penal- 
ties against RFK were 
announced, Marks imme- 
diately called in to Track- 
house with a directive to 
stay firmly within the rule- 
book. 

“T want to know exactly 
what they did,” Marks 
said. “If we get two parts 
from the same vendor and 
they don’t look exactly the 
same? We are going right 
to NASCAR. That’s a big 
penalty. I don’t want our 
team penalized.” 

NASCAR President Steve 
Phelps on Saturday told 
Associated Press he did not 
know why his competition 
officials had not revealed 
what was found on the No. 
6. Garage chatter honed in 
on an allegedly modified 
rear bumper, but nobody 
knows for sure. 

This is counterintuitive 
to the core mission of the 
Next Gen, an industry-wide 
project that required total 
buy-in from every stake- 
holder. The car is supposed 
to be in the best interest of 


infraction 


the series, a way for less- 
wealthy teams to compete 
since the basics are the 
same for all. 

NASCAR rewrote its 
penalty system ahead of the 
Next Gen debut to warn it 
won't be messing around 
when it comes to the car. 
In addition to the points 
penalty, Keselowski’s crew 
chief was suspended four 
races and fined $100,000. 
And, should Keselowski 
somehow recover to still 
make the playoffs, he’ll be 
docked 10 playoff points at 
the start of the champion- 
ship stretch. 

Marks and the owners 
of Spire Motorsports both 
told AP their employees 
have been told they will be 
fired if they play outside 
the rules. Trackhouse and 
Spire are two of the new 
small startup teams bene- 
fitting most from the Next 
Gen. 

Keselowski remained 
optimistic, telling his crew 
before Sunday’s race that 
“T know it’s been a difficult 
week. Let’s fight real hard 
and show them what we’re 
made of.” He finished 14th, 
but with the penalty he’s 
ranked 34th in the stand- 
ings — below David Ragan, 
who has driven in four 
fewer races than Kesel- 
owski. 

Keselowski still thinks 
he can save the season and 
make the playoffs for a 
ninth consecutive year. 

The industry deserves to 


understand how he fell into 
this hole. 





Williams has torn 
cartilage in left knee 


Associated Press 


Boston Celtics center Robert Williams 
III has torn cartilage in his left knee, the 
team said Monday, a day after he limped off 
the court in a game against the Minnesota 
Timberwolves. 

Williams was averaging 10 points, 9.6 
rebounds and just over two blocks this 
season for the Celtics, who won for the 
24th time in 28 games on Sunday to take 
over the top spot in the Eastern Confer- 
ence. He had 10 points and 13 rebounds 
when he left the 134-112 victory at the end 
of the third quarter. 

Coach Ime Udoka said after the game 
that Williams had “quite a bit of pain” and 
was scheduled for a scan. The team said 
Monday he had a torn lateral meniscus 
and an update would be provided later in 
the week; a torn meniscus usually takes a 
minimum of six to eight weeks for recov- 
ery, which would keep him out through the 
conference finals. 


KNICKS 


The Celtics were also without big man 
Al Horford due to unspecified personal 
reasons. Jayson Tatum and Jaylen Brown 
also were out for Monday night’s game in 
Toronto because of sore knees. 


Tatum player of the week again: Tatum 
was named the Eastern Conference player 
of the week, becoming the first player in 
franchise history to secure the honor in 
consecutive weeks. Tatum’s 32.0 scoring 
average (58.2% FG, 50.0% 3-PT) for the 
week ranked fourth in the NBA, to go along 
with 5.0 rebounds, 5.0 assists, 1.0 steal and 
1.0 blocked shot across three games — all 
victories — at Oklahoma City (March 21), 
vs. Utah (March 23) and vs. Minnesota 
(March 27). The three-time all-star was 
the only NBA player to average 32.0 points 
while shooting 50.0% from beyond the arc 
throughout the week, having registered at 
least 25 points and five 3-point field goals in 
all three games. Tatum has won the award 
three times this month. 


Randle feeling great 
after injury absence 


By Steve Popper 
Newsday 


NEW YORK — Julius Randle wasn’t sure 
he was ready to come back Sunday, feeling 
better, but not in the condition he usually 
tries to maintain after missing the previous 
three games with a sore right quadriceps 
tendon. But he went ahead and played in 
Detroit and managed to navigate through 
31 minutes — sometimes with his hands 
on his knees, trying to recover — and come 
up with some key contributions in the final 
minutes. 

He spoke afterward about the fatigue, 
but also said he felt great. And Monday 
night on the second half of a back-to-back 
set he was in the starting lineup against the 
Bulls. 

“I missed five games in three years,” 
Randle said Sunday. “Two of it was my 
grandmother’s passing and two was 
COVID. When it comes to actual injury, 
I’ve missed one game in three years. It lets 
you know I'd rather play through pain. But 
for this one, I had to — like I said — force 


myself to sit down and take the time to get 
myself right.” 

With the Knicks an extreme long shot to 
qualify for the play-in tournament, enter- 
ing Monday 4 % games out of the final spot 
in the East with seven games to play, he 
couldn’t be blamed if he took more time. 

“T mean, it’s always a consideration but 
for me I love to play the game regardless of 
playoff picture or not, regardless of what- 
ever the situation was,” he said. “So I never 
want to cheat the game. If I feel like ’m 
healthy enough to go out there and play 
and help my team, regardless of the situa- 
tion I want to do that.” 


Injury updates: While Randle and Mitch- 
ell Robinson were ready to go on the back- 
to-back set, Quentin Grimes was held out 
again Monday with a sore right knee. “It’s 
just day-to-day, soreness,” Knicks coach 
Tom Thibodeau said. “Make sure it clears 
up.”... One injury update of note was that 
Thibodeau sounded uncertain about the 
possibility of Derrick Rose returning this 
season. 


